
M I S C E L L A N E O U S

UNIVERSAL CHILDREN'S DAY

The United Nations Children's Fund and the International
Union for Child Welfare chose The role of education in child care
to be the theme for Universal Children's Day, commorated on
5 November 1970. The United Nations Assembly, which had insti-
tuted sixteen years ago the principle of commemorating this day,
had decided that it should be " a day of fellowship and world
understanding among children ". The Secretary General of the
IUCW ended his message for the day as follows:

" Services for children and youth should be conceived in the light
of the global development of the society for which they have been
created. It is thus that, together with the family and the school,
these services participate in the general educative process which con-
verges with the total effort of each nation to improve its population's
well-being. The 110 organizations affiliated to the International Union
for Child Welfare, in 51 countries on all continents, should work in
this perspective. Now that UNESCO has proclaimed 1970 to be the
International Education Year. . . . it is especially useful to recall the
responsibilities incumbent on organizations specializing in child
welfare and preventive work, in all the regions of the world ".

In 1970, Universal Children's Day fits well within the frame-
work of International Education Year, and on this occasion the
Director General of UNESCO spoke of the crisis witnessed today
in numerous countries.

" In education, periods of crisis have always coincided with
profound transformations of society and civilization. I believe we are
approaching such an era. Everywhere the need of society and of
individuals to look up to a new human ideal begins to make itself felt.
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MISCELLANEOUS

There comes the realization that, though education by itself cannot
accomplish such complex creations, the latter too cannot be achieved
without education ".1

FOR THE PROTECTION OF LIFE

The Swiss section of the " Institut de la Vie " has issued an
appeal in the form of an " Open Letter ", in which it voices its
anxiety at the ravages that are being caused to our natural and
social environment. The primary object of progress must be the
improvement in the quality of life, on the physical as well as on
the intellectual plane. This is a general problem, and we believe it
is worth while reproducing the central passage of the document as
a matter of general interest:

" To that end, and so that life may continue, we believe there
are four essential conditions:

1) All efforts must be exerted so as to preserve our human environ-
ment and respect its biological cycles.

2) The principle of quantitative growth and the trend aiming at
continual expansion should give way to a concern for stabiliza-
tion, whether it be in the number of men or in the increase in
built-up areas.

3) Existing economic systems, implying permanent expansion and
leading to the progressive destruction of the environment, must
be altered radically.

4) Priorities in experimental research and technological organiza-
tion must be directed towards qualitative progress. Forward-
looking thinking must be substituted for the obsession of
immediate gain, in order that harmful effects may be reduced."

1 Our translation.
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