
DURING THE FRANCO-PRUSSIAN WAR OF 1870-1871

The Birth of Red Cross Solidarity

by V. Segesvary

INTRODUCTION

1870-1871: the Franco-Prussian war! A terrible event which
shook all Europe; the slaughter of battle, blood, suffering, hun-
dreds of thousands of prisoners, privation both for civilian popula-
tions and the military forces—horrors which, nevertheless, gave
rise to an entirely new phenomenon of capital importance in the
history of humanity. It was a war which marked the beginning of
the great universal movement of Red Cross solidarity.

" Political neutrality is not human indifference ". This motto of
the Belgian Red Cross Society was understood by millions of men
and has for 100 years resounded among all people who work to
save lives or improve the lot of mankind.

That solidarity has assumed many forms and convinced people
who previously had been sceptical of the necessity and utility of the
Red Cross mission.

" The flood of charity has continued unabated and we cannot think
without a feeling of horror of what the plight of thousands of wounded
who benefited from its salutary effects would have been if the official
medical service had been left to its own devices, as was nearly always the
case in wars previous to the advent of the Red Cross ".'

1 Gustave Moynier—Bulletin international des Sociites de Secours aux militaires
blessis, Geneva.
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National Aid Societies for the nursing of the sick and wounded
in the field—as Red Cross Societies were then known—from twelve
countries not involved in the conflict—Austria, Belgium, Great
Britain, Holland, Italy, Luxembourg, Norway, Portugal, Russia,
Spain, Sweden and Switzerland—participated in this great surge of
solidarity. Doctors and relief supplies arrived also from the United
States of America which at that time did not have a Society.

Of course, the Red Cross Societies of the two belligerent coun-
tries, France and Germany (Prussia was the leading power of the
German Federation, its partners being associated in the operations)
made enormous efforts and were the first on the fields of battle to
alleviate without distinction of nationality the suffering of the
soldiers. Many reports and abundant literature on the subject
mention the activities of these societies and show the value and
scope of the vast amount of work they accomplished. However, we
shall not deal with that here, our subject being the solidarity
displayed by the Red Cross Societies of other countries.

The International Committee, in Geneva, directed by the Berlin
Conference in 1869 to set up in time of war a mail and information
bureau for the purpose of facilitating " the exchange of communica-
tions among committees and the forwarding of relief ", founded in
July 1870 the International Agency in Basle. The latter received and
forwarded much relief and many letters and messages. To the areas
where the fighting was raging, it sent medical and nursing personnel
recruited from volunteers or made available by governments and
National Societies.

A full account of the work in favour of wounded and sick
soldiers and distressed civilian populations would cover hundreds
of pages. We shall limit ourselves here to giving an outline by
analysing the main activities and characteristics of the assistance
given by each society or country.1

Obviously the foreign Societies' efforts in solidarity, like the
action of the Societies of the belligerent States, were to follow

1 Plate.
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very closely the development of the military operations. Conse-
quently there were two distinct phases to the movement of Red
Cross solidarity in 1870-71:

The first phase lasted for about three months, starting on
August 5th, the day on which the battle of Wissembourg was
fought. The work of the ambulances and the relief and medical
supplies were concentrated at that time in the North-East of France
along the frontiers with Belgium, Luxembourg and Germany, par-
ticularly in the regions of Metz and Sedan where the gory battles
of Froeschwiller, Forbach, Gravelotte, Saint-Privat, Beaumont and
Pont-a-Mousson took place. Assistance from neighbouring coun-
tries such as Luxembourg and Belgium and from the International
Agency in Basle, adjoining Alsace, was of major importance,
although the relief supplies, medical personnel and ambulances sent
by the English and Dutch Societies also played a considerable
role.

The second phase lasted from November 1870 to March 1871.
Assistance moved to the north-west, centre and east of France
following the rapid advance of the Prussian offensive towards Paris
and following the movement of the armies of the Loire, the North
and the East. During that time, the assistance provided by the
British, Dutch, Swiss and Russian Societies increased whilst that
from the countries surrounding the initial theatre of operations
virtually ceased in the case of Luxembourg, or was reduced in the
case of Belgium.

The concentration of assistance in the areas mentioned did not
mean that material assistance was no longer necessary behind the
lines, hundreds of kilometres from the front in places to which the
seriously wounded, the sick and the prisoners were taken. Red Cross
solidarity, taking the form of material and financial relief as well
as medical assistance was in evidence everywhere. Consignments
sent by the British Society from its large depot in London made
their way as far as the provinces of the West, South-West and
South of France. A Dutch ambulance rendered signal service at
Bordeaux. These are but two examples of the action undertaken by
Societies of countries not engaged in the conflict.

The same solidarity was in evidence also in Prussia and other
States of the German Confederation in the course of the two
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phases of the war. The extent and rapidity of the French defeat
and, consequently, the large number of wounded or sick prisoners
taken to the medical establishments in towns and villages on German
territory, took the various Prussian and other organizations which
looked after the military wounded and sick by surprise. In spite of
their excellent preparation, their equipment which would have been
satisfactory had conditions not been far worse than anticipated,
and their well trained staff, they were overwhelmed. The tragic
events of autumn 1870 and the early months of 1871 brought them
some 300,000 French prisoners, most of them in need of medical
care, clothing and special restorative feeding. Medical facilities and
material assistance provided by the Societies of other countries
were therefore very welcome.

A word must also be said about the manifestations of solidarity
in the countries surrounding the theatre of military operations.
Belgium and Luxembourg set up field stations and ambulances
which took in a large number of military wounded and sick. Swit-
zerland not only followed that example; she gave shelter to the
whole of General Bourbaki's army; some 90,000 men with nothing
but some remnants of their clothes were distributed among the
country's hospitals and convalescent homes or in well-appointed
camps where the necessary care was lavished upon them.

AMBULANCES AND MEDICAL PERSONNEL

During the war of 1870-71 the term " ambulance " was used for a
wide variety of foreign operational units: field ambulances, mobile
ambulances, station ambulances, fixed ambulances or depots for
the wounded and even ambulances attached to a hospital of one of
the Parties to the conflict (but in which foreign personnel served)
equipped and financed by a Society of a country not involved in the
conflict. It meant, in any case, mobility, the possibility of following
the army in its movements. Indeed, several foreign ambulances
working in France or in Germany were sent to other regions after
discharging the mission which they had been assigned. Their
medical personnel joined other ambulances or returned home to
form new units ready to go to some other destination.
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Foreign ambulances fulfilled several missions simultaneously:

— in the field ambulances, the wounded at the battlefield were
bandaged and sent to the fixed medical establishments behind the
lines;

— in the fixed ambulances, the wounded and the numerous
victims of epidemics, exhaustion, cold and hardship were cared for.
When the ambulance had to move or was withdrawn from service
the wounded and sick who had not recovered were transferred to a
military or civilian hospital.

Railway station ambulances were of particular importance.
The wounded and the sick suffered during their conveyance.
They were packed in convoys of third-class coaches or goods
wagons. There were neither doctors nor medical supplies; some-
times there was nothing to eat. The men were knocked about
during transport, they were hungry, their wounds were re-opened
by the movement and fatigue. In the station ambulances their dres-
sings were changed, medicaments were administered and, even more
important, they were fed and were able to refresh themselves. It
was the doctors and delegates of the British Society who stressed
the need for this inestimable service.

BELGIUM

The Belgian ambulances were the first on the field of battle. The
central committee of the Association beige de secours aux militaires
blesses en temps de guerrex in Brussels sent ambulances to Sarre-
brtick (200 wounded and sick), Trier (200 wounded), Valckenberg
(40-50 wounded), Sedan (100 wounded and sick), Givonne, Balan
(60-65 wounded), Brevilly (50 beds), Mouzon (more than 80 wounded
cared for simultaneously), Pourru-Saint-Remy (25 wounded), Metz
(300 French wounded and sick and some wounded Germans),
Maubeuge (30 beds), Arleux (20 beds), Ruitz, near Arras (20 beds),
Saint-Quentin where there were two Belgian ambulances, the Fau-
bourg Saint-Jean ambulance (30 wounded) and the Anglo-Belgian
ambulance (20 beds), Cambrai (105 beds), Lehaucourt and Bellen-

1 The future Belgian Red Cross.
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glise (40 wounded) and Paris, the headquarters of the Belgian
mobile ambulance which rendered enormous service by collecting
the wounded from the battlefields at Epinay, Petit-Brie, Villiers-
sur-Marne, Champigny, Charenton, Bourget and Montretout. This
mobile ambulance comprised 150 persons forming eight teams each
of which was split into four-man detachments.

In addition to the Brussels Committee, local committees were
formed in the towns—the more active being those of Antwerp and
Liege—which made appeals to the local population and sent relief
and ambulances to areas where fighting was raging. The Antwerp
Committee, for example, fitted out an ambulance which was in-
stalled at Arras. Several mobile ambulances were organized by
private individuals, such as Mr. and Mrs. Leroy whose ambulance
scoured the battlefields from Wilier and Beaumont to Bazeilles and
Sedan and from Bapaume to Saint-Quentin.

The Belgian association also equipped ambulances on its own
territory to receive the wounded who came in large numbers. At
Brussels there was a large Red Cross field hospital of six huts each
containing 30 beds. There were ambulances at Anderlecht-Cureghem
(40 beds), Laeken (22 wounded), Saint-Gilles (20 beds), Uccle
(40 beds), Bouillon (80 wounded), La Soye near Virton (20 wounded)
and at Tirlemont (11 wounded). The ambulance at Bouillon
acquired considerable importance; the town was a stopover for
convoys of wounded to Germany and Belgium.

LUXEMBOURG

Luxembourg also made strenuous efforts from the outset of the
fighting. When needs were at their height, the Luxembourg Com-
mittee sent to the fields of battle more than 50 persons, including
ten doctors, seven clergymen, pharmacists, nurses, and workers to
forward relief supplies. At that time there were in the Grand-Duchy
48 doctors and surgeons, 27 of whom took part in this surge of
solidarity, working in the field hospital set up in Luxembourg itself.

As early as August 7th 1870, seven Luxembourg doctors with
a good number of volunteers set out for Sarrebriick where, for
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eight days, they lavished indispensable care upon the French and
German wounded. From August 16th, following the terrible
battle near Metz, eight doctors and eight assistants went to that
town; two other doctors went there to help them a few days later.
Several others who set out for Metz were held up at Thionville and
had to return. Seven doctors and their assistants—a complete
ambulance—reached Sarrelouis in order to give first aid to the
military wounded who were in that town. They moved to Ars-sur-
Moselle in order to be nearer to Metz.

At La Moncelle, 600 wounded were cared for in four ambulances
with three Luxembourg doctors. There were also Luxembourg
medical personnel at Douzy and in the Chateau de Bazeilles. On
September 9th a medical team of six doctors and 13 male nurses
went to Sedan.

THE NETHERLANDS

The Netherlands Society Central Committee decided to send
fully equipped ambulances to the theatre of operations, together
with medical personnel, nurses, instruments, beds, stretchers,
medical supplies and the necessary food. In addition, the ambu-
lances of the regional and town committees—Amsterdam, Rotter-
dam, The Hague—undertook the organization and equipping of
ambulances. This was typical, throughout the Franco-Prussian War,
of the medical assistance with which the Netherlands provided the
belligerent armies. There were some exceptional cases in which
the Central Committee agreed to send several doctors and not a
fixed ambulance. It did so for the German field and general hospi-
tals at Dusseldorf, Wesel and Neuwied, which were distressingly
short of doctors but did not require complete ambulance units.

Although the central committee had a good number of doctors
available, it soon became obvious that it could not meet all demands.
It therefore applied to the Netherlands Army Medical Service for
reinforcements. Officers of that service were then authorized to
join the Netherlands Red Cross ambulances: twenty-one army
doctors and four navy doctors took part in this demonstration of
solidarity in France or in Germany.
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Holland provided eight fixed and one mobile ambulance, the
latter in Paris where it was known as the Franco-Netherlands
ambulance but was in fact international: the four doctors were
Dutch but the remaining personnel comprised one German (from
Hanover), one Swiss, one Rumanian, one Belgian, one Italian and
fifteen French. It was a railway wagon with a large marquee capable
of giving shelter to eighty patients. This ambulance took care of
120 wounded at Pouilly-sur-Meuse, then returned to Paris. At the
beginning of October 1870 it ceased to function when the French
ambulances were reorganized and its own funds were exhausted.

The Netherlands fixed ambulances were based at:

1) Sarrebriick-Trier. With twenty-two doctors, nurses and other
workers, this ambulance operated for six weeks from August
16th. Between 200 and 300 wounded were being treated there at
the end of August. Twelve members of its staff went to Trier
where they cared for 250 wounded. This ambulance, which
had been organized by the Amsterdam Committee, received
large consignments of medical supplies, food and clothing
from Nimegue, Bois-le-Duc and Maastricht.

2) Mannheim. The ambulance here had been organized by the
Utrecht Committee. It consisted of a field hospital and several
tents. The personnel included five doctors, five medical students,
seven male and female nurses and other employees. It cared for
thirty-four patients simultaneously. Some of its doctors also
worked in the town's dressing-stations and hospitals to help
the local medical service, and also in the station dressing-post
where they dealt with more than seventeen thousand men who
came through in sixty trains. This ambulance was disbanded at
the end of October.

3) Versailles. Four doctors and several employees worked at this
ambulance from mid-October to the beginning of December.
It was installed in the Palais de Versailles and until the arrival
of the Prussian troops it was not used to anything like capacity.
In spite of its facilities for the treatment of two hundred wounded
or sick, it had only 25 inmates in all. Following the surrender of
Versailles it was reorganized under the authority of the occupa-
tion army. During that time, the Dutch doctors tended 70
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soldiers, only eight of whom were French. This rather upset the
Dutch officials who, according to their instructions, were to
take care of the casualties of the retreating army rather than
those of the victor. Nevertheless, that did not prevent the
Dutch and Prussian medical personnel from working smoothly
together. Even when the ambulance was disbanded, two Dutch
military doctors stayed behind to help their Prussian colleagues.

4) La Chapelle. The ambulance here was provided by the Rotterdam
Committee. It had five doctors, eleven male and female nurses
and assistants and two administrators. It was equipped to take
100 wounded or sick. The ambulance operated for six weeks
from September 13th 1870 and tended 83 wounded. In addition,
its personnel pitched a marquee for use as a station ambulance.

5) Balan. " According to reliable news from eye-witnesses, there
was the most frightful accumulation of sick and wounded
imaginable at Sedan towards mid-September " l. These casual-
ties had neither medical care nor the most elementary relief.

At that time, the French ambulances had been disbanded
following the siege of Paris. The Balan ambulance, which had
been equipped by the Bois-le-Duc Committee, was set up in
four villas some twenty minutes from Sedan. It had room for
seventy casualties. Trie personnel comprised three military
doctors, one civilian doctor, four medical students and three
male nurses. This ambulance tended 67 wounded, eight of whom
were Bavarians or Prussians. It ceased its work in the second
fortnight of November after two months of strenuous operation.
Even two months after its departure, sixteen of its inmates were
being treated at Sedan, due to the lack of artificial legs. Accord-
ing to the Sedan hospital, the Dutch had these artificial limbs
made and sent them to their former proteges.

6) Metz. The ambulance here, after operating from mid-October
1870 to the 1st March 1871, was divided into two sections:
one in a wooden construction in the Jardin Fabert, where four
doctors and two Dutch ladies worked; the other in a private
villa, operated by three doctors, one medical student and one
lady. The nursing service was provided by the nuns from the
Peltre convent. Throughout the winter the number of wounded
cared for varied between 55 and 58; most of them were French.

1 Report by the Netherlands Central Committee.
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The store shared by both sections contained medical supplies,
foodstuffs, clothing, bedding and blankets, provided not only
by the Dutch Red Cross but also by the Amsterdam, Bois-le-
Duc, Eindhoven, Breda, Groningen and Utrecht Committees.

Provisions were also distributed in the German dressing-
stations in the town.

In this ambulance, as in most others, the doctors discharged
their mission with the greatest dedication. Dr. Praeger, head
doctor of the second section, himself contracted an epidemic
disease which proved fatal.

Two other aspects of the work undertaken by this hospital
were the vaccination of the Metz and neighbouring population
against smallpox, and the distribution to local doctors of
vaccines provided by Amsterdam and Rotterdam.

7) Le Havre. The advance of the German troops towards the
north and west of France being an omen of large-scale battles
in that region, the Netherlands Red Cross Central Committee
decided to send an ambulance to Le Havre. It arrived on
December 16th and was set up in the Frascati hotel in Sainte-
Adresse, where 100 beds were available. Its equipment was
provided by the Committees of Amsterdam, Rotterdam, The
Hague and Delft. The personnel comprised three doctors of the
Netherlands Royal Navy and male nurses whose services were
made available by the Delft Committee. In all there were five
doctors—one being the Swiss Dr. Kunzly—two medical students
and seven male nurses.

It turned out to be a white elephant. During its first fortnight
it was without patients. When the first casualties did arrive
toward the end of 1870, they were suffering from such common-
place ailments as bronchitis, rheumatism, angina, etc. The
medical staff was most disappointed: they had expected to make
themselves valuable to the wounded and to be nearer to the
fighting. The number of patients during its nine weeks of
activity amounted to 166.

When, in February 1871, the armistice was prolonged and
seemed to augur well for peace, the Netherlands ambulance
was disbanded. Much of the equipment was given to Dr. Monod's
French ambulance at Mezidon in the Calvados area.

8) Bordeaux. The Loire Army having no satisfactory medical
service, the Dutch Red Cross set up at Bordeaux an ambulance
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with capacity for 150 inmates. It was led by the former Nether-
lands commissioner for Sarrebriick. The rest of its personnel
comprised three doctors—including Dr. Vermyne, former chief
physician of the Balan ambulance, and Dr. van der Horst,
formerly head of the Franco-Dutch ambulance—five medical
students and six male and female nurses as well as several ladies.

From December 22nd 1870 to March 4th 1871, the ambu-
lance tended 360 men of the Loire Army, most of them sick
but not wounded. Due to the severe temperature changes and
unsatisfactory accommodation a good part of the staff left the
ambulance.

The town became the new headquarters of the Government
which had first transferred to Tours. The equipment, valued at
15,000 francs, was handed over to the Bordeaux Committee of
the French Red Cross which, as a sign of gratitude, retained the
Netherlands flag and the name Ambulance Neerlandaise.

9) Lille. The equipment for this ambulance was transferred from
those at Balan and Le Havre and the Dutch personnel—
Dr. Veendam and two medical students, among others—arrived
when the German dressing-station at Neuwied was closed.
They were joined at Lille by Colonel Dr. de Heyfelder, who had
been sent from Russia and had worked at Neuwied. There were
also three male nurses and three nuns. During the 82 days from
February 11th to May 5th 1871 the ambulance received French
wounded; there were no sick. Many of the wounds were of
scientific interest—amputations or abscissions. According to
Dr. de Heyfelder, the results demonstrated that " wounds, even
when improperly treated or completely neglected, can still be
cured by intelligent and intensive treatment ".

In addition to these ambulances, the Dutch Red Cross Society
also sent doctors and assistants to the Diisseldorf, Wesel and
Neuwied dressing-stations. Dusseldorf became one of the main
stations for the wounded of the German Army of the North, due
to its healthy situation and its many roads, and this explained the
shortage of local resources and of doctors to meet the needs of the
many wounded and sick who streamed into the town.

The Netherlands assistance " consisted in remedying the shortage
of medical personnel, food, drink and other primary necessities,
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and in providing whatever was required to raise the standard of
treatment for the wounded and the sick in the barracks to that of
treatment in a well-organized hospital "-1 As early as August 22nd
1870, five doctors and two medical students left for Diisseldorf
with surgical instruments. They were followed by a male nurse
and four female nurses. The expedition was under the authority
of a member of the Central Committee acting as an administrative
officer. He it was who organized a large depot in Dusseldorf,
supervised activities and took note of needs in the other two
localities, Wesel and Neuwied. He also had built, with assistance
from the Dutch citizens residing in the area, three wooden huts to
be used as dressing-stations in order to overcome the constant
shortage of premises.

Two doctors and two medical students went to Neuwied where
they rendered signal service up to the end of February 1871. In
Wesel, three Dutch army doctors worked with the local medical
staff until mid-March 1871, tending daily from 400 to 535 typhus
and dysentery patients.

ENGLAND

In England the Red Cross Society was founded in 1870 in order
to respond to the appeal for solidarity which was launched during
the Franco-Prussian War. It organized fewer complete ambulances
but sent many doctors and nurses to the ambulances and hospitals
belonging to the belligerent armies and to the Societies of other
neutral countries. Indeed, the British Society's strength in the
field was considerable during the Franco-Prussian War of 1870
to 1871: 62 surgeons, 25 female nurses and nuns, 23 nurse-stretcher-
bearers and 103 agents, representatives, heads of warehouses and
other employees.

The ambulance which must first be mentioned is the one which
was known as the Anglo-American ambulance, part of its personnel
being American. It was run by Dr. Sims (American) and Dr. Mac-
Cormack (British) and had 14 surgeons on its staff. It was organized
in Paris and left the capital for Sedan on August 28th 1970 just
before the big September battle. It was set up in the Ashfeld barracks

1 Report by the Netherlands Central Committee.
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at Sedan. In the early days of its existence it treated 400 wounded
French and German.

Two of the British doctors, Dr. Frank and Dr. Blewitt, left the
ambulance at Sedan to start the Balan ambulance at Bazeilles on
August 31st 1870. This ambulance treated 200-300 wounded.

During the first phase of the Franco-Prussian War the British
personnel attached to the belligerents comprised:

5 surgeons and 1 male nurse at 1 surgeon at Bouillon (Belgium)
Douzy 3 surgeons at Arlon (Belgium)

3 surgeons at Briey 1 surgeon at Sarrebriick
1 surgeon at Chalons-sur-Marne 2 surgeons at Metz
2 surgeons at Stenay 1 surgeon at Pont-a-Mousson
4 surgeons at Beaumont and
1 surgeon and 2 male nurses at 2 surgeons at Autrecourt

Donchery

At the same time the British Society endeavoured to supplement
the medical personnel in the German hospitals who were over-
whelmed by the flow of wounded and sick. There were four English
surgeons at Darmstadt, two at Hanau and one at Cologne. At
Bingen, the British, with the help of the Prussian Society, set up a
field hospital operated by twelve surgeons. It was, however, too
far from the front and was never fully used.

During the second phase of the war, that is the campaign on
the Loire, the Anglo-American ambulance, having completed its
work at Sedan, went to Orleans. It was there directed by the British
Dr. Pratt, and staffed by English and American surgeons.

The " Woolwich Ambulance" set up by the British Army
Medical Service, was the largest undertaking of the British Society.
The ambulance was capable of caring for 200 patients. It included
an operating theatre, tents and a kitchen, and could operate as a
fixed hospital. It had equipment for eight field ambulances and
twelve wagon-loads of all the necessary supplies. It was under
Dr. Guy, Assistant Inspector General of the British Army Hospitals.
His staff consisted of 12 doctors and 27 male nurses and auxiliaries.
It was installed at Versailles in the second fortnight of October
and it cared for 200 soldiers stricken by typhus and dysentery.
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When difficulties arose between the managers of the ambulance
and the authorities of the Prussian Army, its activities at Versailles
suddenly ceased and it was split into three smaller units. The first
of these scoured the battlefields in a triangle of which the angles
were Versailles, Le Mans, and Beaune-la-Rolande, its sides passing
through Chateauneuf, Nogent, Chateaudun, Chartres, Tours and
Orleans. It gave care to wounded and sick in 28 places. All its trucks
were permanently in use for the transport of French and Prussian
wounded from the field of battle. The second and third ambulance
units were also mobile in the same region. Each visited some
30 places. The second worked from bases at Auneux, Chartres,
Meung, Le Mans and Connerre, while the third made longer stops
at Saint-Germain, Angerville, Beaune-la-Rolande, Blois and Le
Mans. At Blois, it took over for a month the old castle where 300
casualties were tended, many of them seriously wounded. The
three ambulances were supplied by the British Society's large store
at Versailles.

SWITZERLAND

Details of the medical assistance given by Switzerland are
dispersed and no overall report has been published on such activi-
ties. Most of the medical personnel having gone into action through
the International Agency at Basle, that organization's reports are
the best sources of information.

From the very start of the conflict, General Hans Herzog,
Commander-in-Chief of the Swiss Army, launched an appeal
authorizing and inviting military physicians to render assistance to
the medical services of the two belligerent armies. By November
1st 1870, 146 doctors and 40 medical students had offered to go to
the theatre of operations. Apart from these doctors, who were sent
officially, others took part in the movement of solidarity, either
through the Agency in Basle or through the National Aid Societies
for the nursing of the sick and wounded in the field. For instance,
Professor Socin, of Basle, was for several months in charge of the
large station dressing-post at Karlsruhe, where he was assisted by
several other doctors from Basle. Dr. Louis Appia, one of the
founders of the Red Cross and a member of the International Com-

676



A HUNDRED YEARS AGO

RED CROSS SOLIDARITY WAS BORN

1870 at Mannheim : a Netherlands Red Cross ambulance and staff.



At Metz, a Belgian Red Cross ambulance...



... and a British Red Cross food depot.



Under the sign of the red cross: an Anglo-American ambulance in Paris, 1870.
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mittee in Geneva, gave his services in dressing-stations, particularly
at Epernay and Versailles, throughout the duration.

During the first phase of the war, many Swiss doctors were
working in the ambulances and hospitals in the north-east of
France: six at Pont-a-Mousson, one at Remilly, one at Montceau-
les-Mines and one at Tremery in the region of Metz.

At that time a Swiss ambulance, comprising 14 doctor volunteers
from the French-speaking part of Switzerland, under Dr. Rouge,
Head Physician of the Cantonal Hospital in Lausanne, was organ-
ized in Paris under the auspices of the French Committee. The
Swiss Federal Council made doctors available. The ambulance
left the French capital for Chalons-sur-Marne, on August 21st
1870, with twelve French male nurses and the Swiss doctors. Its
objective was to set up a field hospital at Chalons. However, in-
structions were changed at Reims, due to the evacuation of the
Chalons camp, and the ambulance was attached to the Seventh
Corps. It followed that army and set up at Vouziers, in the Ardennes,
where it organized a hospital in which 300 to 400 wounded and sick
were cared for. During the large battles which were fought in that
region, the Swiss ambulance personnel roamed the region of
Sonmauthe, Beaumont and Sedan, collecting the wounded. After
the defeat of the French Army and the surrender at Sedan, the
Swiss ambulance considered its mission terminated. It was disbanded
and the doctors returned to Switzerland.

When the theatre of operations moved toward the centre and
west of France, Swiss doctors went to Orleans, Puiseaux, near
Pithiviers, to the north of Orleans and to Tillay-le-Peneux, between
Orgeres and Arthenay, on the northern edge of the battlefield of
Orleans.

The fierce fighting between the French and German armies in
the regions near Switzerland was an occasion for medical personnel
to dedicate themselves to the alleviation of the distress of those
suffering from wounds, disease and exposure. After the battles of
Villersexel and Montbeliard, many doctors and nurses were sent
by the Agency in Basle to the main centres. More than 30 Swiss
doctors, mostly from Zurich, worked in a triangular area, between
Belfort, Lure and Pontarlier. Others served at La Chapelle, near
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Belfort, at Hericourt, at Contenas, at Baume-les-Dames, at Cha-
tenois and at Montbeliard.

The Winterthur Committee sent to Lure a fully equipped
50-bed ambulance at which several doctors, three male nurses and
four nuns gave invaluable service. A good number of Swiss nuns
and deaconesses devoted themselves from the outbreak of the war
to the relief of suffering of soldiers: a dozen worked in the dressing-
stations at Karlsruhe, Heidelberg, Schwezingen, Mannheim and
Speyer.

On orders of the Swiss Federal Council, Dr. Lehmann, Head
Physician of the Swiss Army, founded in November 1870 a Swiss
Federal ambulance at the western frontier, with its headquarters
at Porrentruy. It operated from November 14th 1870 to February
28th 1871. "The purpose of the Swiss international ambulance
at Porrentruy was to be a sort of fixed, second line, field hospital
to which the wounded were to be evacuated from the more for-
ward mobile ambulances . . . " 1 The ambulance comprised five
doctors and six male nurses. It took care of 65 soldiers, 35 of
them French and 30 of them German. The Agency at Basle granted
it 10,000 Swiss francs for its needs and permanently supplied its
stores, from where relief material was sent to the ambulances and
field hospitals throughout the region.

RUSSIA

The Russian Red Cross took steps immediately on the out-
break of fighting. It delegated Professor Hiibbenet of Kiev Uni-
versity to Basle, where he arrived in August, accompanied by
seven doctors. The medical personnel finally reached a total of
32 members and was dispersed to several places. Later on, when
Professor Hiibbenet was travelling the fields of battle, another
delegate, Dr. Bachmakoff, became the liaison official between
the Agency and the International Committee on the one hand, and
the Russian Society on the other.

1 Report by Dr. Goldlin, head doctor of the Swiss international ambulance at
Porrentruy.
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The doctors had been instructed to help the wounded without
distinction of nationality but to observe, nevertheless, the proposal
made by the Central Russian Committee at the Berlin Conference
to the effect that preference should be given to the army in retreat.

In the confused situation then prevailing in France, especially
during the first phase of the war, many Russian doctors had dis-
couraging experiences. They sometimes reached a field hospital
where they were given to understand that their services were not
needed. They then had to return. Several worked successively in a
number of towns: for instance, Dr. Betling tended casualties at
Nancy, then at Orleans, Tours, and Clerval; Dr. Milliot, former
assistant to Professor Hubbenet, was the chief surgeon of an
ambulance at Sedan before he went to Paris.

The Russian doctors were distributed as follows: 1

In the North-East of France: Sainte-Marie-aux-Chenes (3), Nancy (6),
Toul, Metz (1), Sedan (2), Pomponne (1), Clerval (1), Bar-le-Duc (1),
Vitry (1), Chalons-sur-Marne (2), Mourmelon, Epernay (5), Soissons,
Reims (3), Rethel (1), Saint-Quentin, and Lille.

Centre of France: Lagny, Tournan, Corbeil (1), Versailles, Paris (1),
Chartres, Orl6ans (1), Tours (1) and Le Mans.

In Germany: Aachen (2), Neuwied (1), Mannheim (3), Heidelberg (2),
Wissembourg (2), Koblenz (2), and Wendenheim (1).

In addition, six Russian doctors served in the station ambulances
at Mannheim and Ludwigshafen.

ITALY

An ambulance was sent from Italy to the battlefields of France
by the Turin Red Cross Committee. It was led by Dr. G. Spantigati,
and, when it set out, comprised four doctors and surgeons, six
medical students and three male nurses. When it arrived in Paris,
on September 2nd 1870, its strength was supplemented by ten
French male nurses and a number of auxiliary nurses. It left on
September 4th for Aunloye, near the Belgian frontier, and had

1 Only the figures known for sure are given.
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considerable difficulty in finding a suitable place as a base. The
situation was extremely confused. Bitter fighting occurred every
day and the fact that bridges had been destroyed made it difficult
for the ambulance to move about. After being at Hirson and later
at Charleville-Mezieres, the ambulance personnel set out for Sedan
but were unable to reach it. At Donchery, they loaded 600 wounded
in a train to take them to Hirson. The ambulance finally settled at
Saint-Michel-sur-Aisne, where it took over a 100-bed hospital.
The local mayor provided an additional 20 beds. By the 8th Sep-
tember, it had 123 casualties in its care.

With the advance of the German troops, the French ambulances
retreated, passing through Belgium to return to the centre of
France. Following the movement, the Turin ambulance decided to
go to Tours, where the Central Committee of the French Red Cross
had taken refuge. On the advice of that Committee, the Italian
doctors renounced their intention of going to Paris. They were
recommended to wait some three weeks at Tours until the French
army was reorganized and to give their services to the Army of
the East like the Lyons and Marseilles hospitals; the discouraged
Italians then returned home. The ambulance was back in Turin on
the 13th October after 46 days service. The expenditure incurred
by the Turin Committee amounted to 21,154 lire1, the wages of
the nurses and other French employees having been covered by
the French Red Cross.

SCANDINAVIA

Of the Scandinavian medical personnel working in the regions
where fighting was going on, a word must be said about four
doctors sent by the Swedish Society. In addition, some doctors
from Norway volunteered to work with the army medical services.
A Danish doctor, Dr. Fenger, tended wounded in the Lure ambu-
lances.

The main work of the four Swedish doctors during their two
months service was to inspect tents and huts for the wounded and
the sick and also the transport facilities used by the two belligerents.

1 The lira, Italy being a member of the Union Monetaire Latine, was equivalent
to the French and Belgian Francs.
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In the course of their mission, these doctors went to Cologne,
Neuwied, Koblenz, Hamburg, Frankfurt-on-Main, Darmstadt,
Heidelberg and Karlsruhe in Germany, and to Strasbourg, Nancy,
Epernay, Chateau-Thierry, Tournau, Corbeil and Versailles in
France. They helped their overworked colleagues in the field hos-
pitals and ambulances in those towns.

AUSTRIA

The predecessor of the Austrian Red Cross, the Osterreichischer
Patriotistischer Hilfsverein fur verwundete Krieger, Militdr- Witwen
und Waisen, sent four doctors to the theatre of war, two to each side
of the front. All four contributed throughout the duration to the
relief of military wounded and sick. Those working with the French
stayed in Paris from the time it was besieged until it capitulated.

[To be continued.]
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