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RED CROSS RELIEF ACTION IN JORDAN
In its last issue, the International Review published an article
on the assistance provided to victims of the civil war in. Jordan
since it broke out. We gave some details of the development of
the vast and swift relief action undertaken by the Red Cross,
up to the end of September 1970 and which was rendered possible
thanks to the generous aid from a great number of Red Cross,
Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun National Societies, to which
the ICRC had appealed on 24 September. In order to give a more
vivid picture of the growing and increasingly imperative undertaking, we shall set forth the more significant events as they
succeeded each other during October, bringing our summary
up to the end of that month 1 .
By 2 October, National Societies of the following countries had
announced that they had despatched to Jordan medical teams and
delegates, in addition to relief supplies which included medicaments, blood plasma, surgical equipment, foodstuffs, blankets,
clothing, electric generators and generating sets:
Algeria, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany (Federal Republic), Iran, Japan, Kuwait,
Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway,
Romania, Saudi Arabia, Spain, Sudan, Sweden, Switzerland, Syria,
Tunisia, Turkey, United Arab Republic, United Kingdom, USA
and Yugoslavia.
In view of the volume of requirements and the pressing demands
for them, the ICRC launched on 6 and 9 October two further
appeals, specifying the relief supplies required in medicaments and
foodstuffs as well as the conditions under which they would be
distributed.
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At the same time, Mr. Kai Warras, head of the Red Cross relief
co-ordinating group for Jordan, had left Geneva on a short mission
to Amman. The main object of his voyage was to find out where
the ICRC stood with the Inter-Arab Committee Relief Commission
for the victims of the recent conflict. This commission, set up to
co-ordinate relief sent by Arab countries, consisted of one representative from each of the Arab States, delegates of various agencies
(UNRWA, CARE, etc) and members of the Jordan Red Crescent
Society and of the " Palestinian Red Crescent Society ".
Following consultations with the Prime Ministers of Jordan
and Tunisia, the Jordanian Ministers of Health and National
Economy, the Chairman of the Inter-Arab Commission and the
Director of UNRWA, it was decided that in October the ICRC
would continue to co-ordinate medical aid and to distribute relief
sent directly to it. The Inter-Arab Commission would deal with
relief reaching it through National Red Crescent Societies.
A three-week relief programme, ending on 31 October 1970,
was set up. The ICRC and National Societies were to provide
medicaments and necessary equipment for eleven Red Cross Hospitals containing about one thousand wounded, to supply all the
food requirements of these hospitals and to aid those needy families
not receiving assistance from UNRWA (about a thousand families).
This programme was estimated to cost 2,300,000 Swiss francs.
On 15 October, the relief action was being operated in Jordan
by 14 medical teams from 12 countries and comprising about
500 persons. Eight teams were working in the Amman hospitals,
three in those of Wadi Sir and one in each hospital at Marka,
Jerash and Zarka, caring for Jordanian and Palestinian wounded.
At that date, Governments of the following countries had
announced the setting up of field hospitals in Jordan and the
despatch of doctors and gifts consisting of aircraft, cash, foodstuffs
and medicaments:
Abu Dhabi, Belgium, Canada, Dubai, France, Greece, Israel,
Italy, Netherlands, Qatar, Switzerland, USA and URSS. Other
gifts were sent by the European Common Market (foodstuffs), by
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (cash for the
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Amman, September 1970: after the civil war.
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Preparation for food distribution by a National Red Cross Society delegate.

Food for children.

Arrival of blood plasma at a Red Cross warehouse...

...and delivery to Amman's various hospitals.

Red Cross doctors tend the wounded and sick in a hospital.
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benefit of refugees within its purview), and by several non-governmental organizations (cash and medicaments), including notably
the " Secours populaire francais ", the " Centre de transfusion de
Lyon " (France), OXFAM, CARE and the Lutheran World Federation.
From 1 to 15 October, the ICRC delegation in Amman received
211 tons of food and medical supplies flow in from Beirut by its
two aircraft displaying the red cross emblem. This brought to
369 tons the total relief sent by the ICRC alone from Lebanon to
Amman since the beginning of the relief action.
The total cost of the Jordan relief operations was estimated to
amount to ten million Swiss francs. The ICRC had disbursed by
15 October over one million Swiss francs. The total of cash donations received by or promised to the ICRC was at that date
1,328,000 Swiss francs.
The ICRC delegates also continued the duties incumbent on
the institution under the Geneva Conventions. On 3 October they
visited a prisoner of war camp at Ain Ghazaleh, near Amman,
where they saw about a hundred civilian detainees. On 6 October
they saw 1,165 prisoners of war at the Zarka military camp, several
of whom they interviewed in private. According to the agreements
concluded between Jordanians and Palestinians, these prisoners
were to be rapidly released.
In addition, four of the ICRC delegation's staff were engaged
in tracing missing persons, in co-operation with local authorities.
The Central Tracing Agency in Geneva and the ICRC delegation
in Amman had already received thousands of letters. By 15 October,
10,700 family messages sent via Geneva, or from Beirut and the
West Bank of the Jordan, by the delegation's tracing service in
Amman had been forwarded to the addressees. Preliminary reports
indicated that progress in the tracing of missing persons was
satisfactory.
At the end of October, ICRC delegates in Beirut, Amman and
Damascus were continuing to discharge the duties laid down in
the Geneva Conventions, on behalf of the victims of the civil war.
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On 26 October, the total number of persons taking part in the
International Red Cross action consisted of the following:
ICRC personnel
— Amman :

23 persons (2 delegates, 6 administrators, 2 doctors,
11 relief experts and 2 radio operators);

— Beirut:

6 persons (1 delegate, 2 administrators, 1 relief
expert and 2 radio operators);

— Damascus : 2 persons (1 delegate and 1 radio operator).
Medical teams
There were still some 500 persons among the medical teams
sent by the Governments or National Societies of Denmark, France,
Germany (Federal Republic), Sweden, United Kingdom, USA and
USSR.
OUTLOOK

The three-week programme set up at the beginning of October
1970 by the Red Cross relief co-ordinating group in Jordan came
to an end on 31 October. With the object of discussing final
measures to be taken for distributing supplies and continuing
medical assistance, Mr. Kai Warras, head of the group, went to
Amman from 19 to 26 October 1970.
At the request of the Jordanian Government and Red Crescent,
and of the " Palestinian Red Crescent ", the co-ordinating group
is to continue in November its action in certain sectors: it will
supervise distributions of relief carried out by the two Red Crescent
Societies and will organize the reception of medicaments, food
and equipment promised by donors, through its delegation in
Beirut; moreover, it will ensure that long-term medical treatment
needed by some 150 civilian wounded will be prolonged.
Relief supplies still to come in for Amman from now until
15 November will be forwarded by road, as the situation does not
warrant their despatch by air freight any longer.
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As regards the wounded in Amman, their treatment will be
assumed by the Red Cross, while those in the rest of Jordan will
be taken care of by the Jordanian Ministry of Health.
During the early days of the conflict, a number of wounded
had been flown out, some of them on ICRC planes, to neighbouring
countries for treatment. By the end of October, 79 out of 160 persons
carried to Lebanon had already been repatriated and a further
50 were to return early in November.
Arrangements for wounded to be treated in other countries
were as follows: the " Palestinian Red Crescent " arranged for
210 wounded to be treated in Syria and 300 in Iraq; the Kuwait
Red Crescent Societies took 23, while the British authorities had
flown out 18 persons to Cyprus and had them treated in hospital
there.
On 28 October, Red Cross personnel in Jordan still consisted
of 500 persons among the medical teams made available to the
ICRC by Governments or National Societies of nine different
countries (Denmark, Finland, France, Germany (Federal Republic),
Kuwait, Sweden, United Kingdom, USA and USSR).
In accordance with the decisions taken, several of these teams
were to return very soon, each to its own country. Some of the others
were to prolong their stay and continue to care for wounded in the
King Hussein Hospital. Later, the ICRC was to set up, in co-operation with the Jordanian Ministry of Health, a more extended longterm programme.
Thus, a third phase of the action started on 1 November; an
account of it will be given next month. It has already been found
that this whole undertaking has strengthened most usefully the
links between National Societies, the ICRC and the League of
Red Cross Societies, and that it has proved to be a real demonstration of solidarity within the International Red Cross. In the words
of Dr. Ali Fourati, President of the Tunisian Red Crescent, as he
paid tribute to all those who had worked unsparingly in Jordan,
" faith in the Red Cross is unbounded ".
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