
What is the Florence Nightingale medal?

It was in 1907, at the VHIth International Conference of the
Red Cross in London, that the Hungarian Red Cross proposed
setting up a Nightingale fund " for an international commemorative
medal intended for women who have distinguished themselves
exceptionally in their nursing activities ". Its desire was to com-
memorate Florence Nightingale's devotion by a bronze medal
engraved with the statuette of " The Lady with the Lamp " at
St. Thomas' Hospital in London.

The Conference instructed the ICRC to ascertain from the
National Societies how the Hungarian Red Cross Society's pro-
posal could be implemented. The latter declared its readiness to
share in the expenses involved in striking a medal.

The enquiry met with favourable responses on every side and
several suggestions were made for financial contributions from the
Red Cross Societies, and even for the establishment of a " Night-
ingale Fund ". The ICRC duly submitted a report on the subject
to the IXth International Conference of the Red Cross in Washington
in 1912 which adopted the following resolution.

1. A Fund shall be established by contributions from the National
Societies of the Red Cross in memory of the great and distinguished
services of Florence Nightingale for the improvement of the care for
wounded and sick. It is to her that all the branches of this science
owe their worldwide importance and perfection.

2. A Medal shall be struck and distributed together with a diploma
on parchment, entitled " Florence Nightingale Medal". Six such
medals (this number could be raised to twelve in the event of a major
war) shall be yearly awarded to qualified nurses who have distin-
guished themselves exceptionally by their devotion to the wounded
and sick, in time of peace or of war.
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3. The names and titles of these nurses shall first be examined by
a Commission composed of competent persons appointed by the
Central Committee of each Red Cross Society, and shall then be
submitted to the International Committee of Geneva whose duty it
will be to decide which of the candidates thus presented should be
awarded these medals.

4. These medals shall be sent from Geneva, within three months
after the International Committee's decision, to the National Red
Cross Committee of the nurse or nurses who have thus been honoured,
so that the medals be officially handed to them.

5. No National Committee may put up more than one candidate
yearly, except in time of war. Moreover, each country is not bound
to submit an application every year.

6. Each year, the International Committee of the Red Cross may
withhold the aforesaid number of medals, if it considers that the
applications submitted do not warrant this high distinction.

The special Regulations for the distribution of the medal shall be
drawn up and published in the International Bulletin so that they
may be submitted to all the Central Committees. The Nightingale
Commission will inform the International Committee of the artist
chosen and of the design of the medal to be struck for distribution
to those who deserve it, in compliance with the above-mentioned
regulations.

In June 1914, the National Societies were invited to submit
their applications. When the war broke out, the ICRC, with the
consent of the National Red Crosses, decided to postpone the first
distribution of the Florence Nightingale medal until after peace
had been concluded.

So it was that May 12th 1920, the very day of Florence Night-
ingale's hundredth birthday anniversary, was chosen for the first
distribution.

During 1927, in response to a series of requests, the ICRC had
a miniature Nightingale medal struck which could be worn on all
occasions, and distributed it to the 88 holders of the medal, who
greatly appreciated this gesture. From that time, a miniature medal
was awarded together with the medal at each distribution.
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In deference to a proposal it had received, the ICRC submitted
a Resolution to the XHIth International Conference of the Red
Cross in The Hague in 1928. This Resolution aimed at raising the
number of annual awards from 6 to 18, i.e. 36 medals every two
years. The Resolution was confirmed by that Conference and the
ICRC now disposes of 36 medals (maximum) every two years,
without being bound to distribute all of them.

In 1934, the XVth International Conference, which met in
Tokyo, revised the Regulations for the Florence Nightingale medal
specifying the candidates' qualifications in detail and including
" the voluntary aids duly registered at the Red Cross, who have
distinguished themselves exceptionally by their devotion to the sick
and wounded, in time of war or of national disasters ".

The distribution of the medal was suspended during the Second
World War, as it had been during the First. It was only on May
12th 1947 that 71 medals were awarded to candidates presented by
19 National Societies.

In 1952, the XVIIIth International Red Cross Conference,
(Toronto) examined all the decisions taken for the Nightingale
Fund and adopted a new text of the Regulations, which has been
in force since that time, and was first applied to the 1953 distribu-
tion. That text was as follows.

I. General provisions

Art. 1.—In accordance with the recommendation of the Vlllth Inter-
national Red Cross Conference held in London in 1907, and the decision of
the IXth International Conference held in Washington in 1912, a Fund was
established by contributions from National Societies of the Red Cross in mem-
ory of the great and distinguished services of Florence Nightingale for the
improvement of the care of wounded and sick.

The income of the Fund shall be for the distribution of a Medal, to be
called the " Florence Nightingale Medal", struck in honour of the life and
work of Florence Nightingale.

Art. 2.—The Florence Nightingale Medal shall be for nurses and voluntary
aids of the Red Cross who have distinguished themselves exceptionally by
their devotion to sick or wounded in time of peace or of war.

It shall be awarded by the International Committee of the Red Cross on
proposals made to it by the National Societies.

Art. 3.—The Medal shall be in silver-gilt with a portrait on the obverse
of Florence Nightingale with the words " Ad memoriam Florence Nightingale
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1820-1910 ". On the reverse it shall bear the inscription on the circumference
" Pro vera misericordia et cara humanitate perennis decor universalis ". The
name of the holder and the date of the award of the medal shall be engraved
in the centre.

The Medal shall be attached by a red and white ribbon to a laurel crown
surrounding a red cross.

The Medal shall be accompanied by a diploma on parchment.
Art. 4.—The Medal shall be presented in each country either by the Head

of the State, or by the President of the Central Red Cross Committee, directly
or by their substitutes.

The ceremony shall take place with a solemnity consistent with the distinc-
tion of the honour conferred.

II. Special provisions

Art. 5.—The distribution of the Florence Nightingale Medal shall take
place every two years.

Not more than 36 Medals may be issued at any one distribution.
If by reason of exceptional circumstances due to a widespread state of war

it has been impossible for one or more distributions to take place, the number
of Medals awarded at subsequent distributions may exceed the figure of 36,
but may not exceed the total number which would normally have been attained
if the preceding distributions had been able to take place.

Art. 6.—The Medal may be awarded to:
(a) trained nurses who have distinguished themselves exceptionally by their

great devotion to wounded or sick in time of war or of peace.
(b) matrons or nursing organizers who have rendered exceptional services in

connection with the care of sick or wounded in time of war or of peace.
(c) voluntary aids duly registered with the Red Cross who have distin-

guished themselves exceptionally by their great devotion to wounded
or sick in time of war or of disasters.

(d) nurses and voluntary aids of any one of the above categories who have
fallen on active service.

Art. 7.—From the beginning of September of the year preceding the year
in which the Medal is awarded, the International Committee of the Red Cross
shall invite the Central Committees of the National Societies by means of a
circular and application forms to submit the names of nurses and voluntary
aids whom they consider qualified to receive a Medal.

Art. 8.—The Central Committees of the National Societies, having taken
all requisite advice, shall submit to the International Committee of the Red
Cross the names and qualifications of the nurses and voluntary aids they
propose.

All applications submitted must come from the Central Committee of a
National Society.
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The Central Committees may submit one or more applications, but are not
bound to submit applications for each distribution.

Art. 9.—The applications with the reasons in support of them must reach
the International Committee of the Red Cross before 1 March of the year in
which the award of the Medal is to take place.

Applications reaching the International Committee after that date cannot
be considered except in connection with a subsequent award.

Art. 10.—The International Committee of the Red Cross retains complete
freedom of choice. It may refrain from awarding the total number of Medals
contemplated if the qualifications of the applicants submitted do not appear
to merit this distinguished honour.

Art. 11.—The International Committee of the Red Cross shall issue on the
anniversary of the birth of Florence Nightingale, namely on May 12, a circular
informing the Central Committees of the National Societies of the names of
those to whom the Medal has been awarded.

It shall forward to the Central Committees as soon as possible after that
date the Medals and diplomas to be handed to their recipients.

III. Final provisions

Art. 12.—The present Regulations, adopted by the XVIIIth International
Red Cross Conference held at Toronto in 1952, supersede all previous rules
relating to the Florence Nightingale Medal, in particular those of the Inter-
national Conference at Washington, 1912, the Regulations of 24 December
1913, and the amendments to the latter by the Xth Conference at Geneva, 1921,
the XHIth Conference at The Hague, 1928, and the XVth Conference at
Tokyo, 1934.

** *

Florence Nightingale Medal Awards

Argentina 2 Chile 10
Australia 28 Colombia 2
Austria 16 Costa Rica 1
Belgium 21 Czechoslovakia 16
Bolivia 1 Denmark 11
Brazil 2 Ecuador 1
Bulgaria 6 Estonia1 1
Burma 1 Finland 12
Canada 10 France 51

1 1939.
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Germany1 18
Germany (Dem. Rep.) . 3
Germany (Fed. Rep.) . . 23
Great Britain 26
Greece 17
Hungary 23
Iceland 2
India 28
Indonesia 1
Iran 1
Ireland 5
Italy 34
Japan 50
Jordan 2
Korea (Dem. People's

Rep.) 2
Korea (Rep.) 11
Latvia2 4
Lebanon 1
Liberia 1
Lithuania3 3

Mexico 1
Mongolia (People's Rep.) 1
Netherlands 11
New Zealand 11
Norway 14
Pakistan 9
Peru 1
Philippines 13
Poland 32
Rumania 6
South Africa 13
Spain 1
Sweden 11
Switzerland 3
Thailand 2
Turkey 1
USA 37
USSR 11
Venezuela 1
Yugoslavia 11

1 1920, 1923, 1925, 1927, 1929, 1931, 1933, 1935, 1937, 1939.
2 1925, 1929, 1931, 1933.
3 1927, 1933.
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