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auditors' report, and determine the general programme of work for
the coming year on the basis of proposals of the Council.

The General Assembly shall adopt its own rules of procedure on
the basis of proposals of the Council.

THE DOCTOR'S RESPONSIBILITIES

In an inaugural lesson at Geneva University, Professor Pierre
Engel of the Faculty of Law, stated the doctor's general duties. This
problem of medical ethics and deontology, construed in the widest sense
as the science of duties, is so important that it appears to us to be
interesting to reproduce below his ideas on this subject.1

1. There is one overriding consideration in the medical pro-
fession: the patient's interest. Hence it is imperative to respect
human life and dignity.

2. Always be guided by conscience, propriety and amenity
towards the patient and show sympathy, whatever his condition,
nationality and religion, and whatever may be the doctor's own
feelings for the patient.

3. Whatever a doctor's function or speciality he should, except
in the case of force majeure, give emergency treatment to a patient
in immediate danger if other medical care cannot be provided.

4. He shall, subject to legal exceptions, maintain professional
secrecy even after treatment or the death of the patient.

5. It is forbidden for a doctor to resort to deceit likely to bring
discredit to his profession and in particular to indulge in charlatan
practices.

1 See Medecine et Hygiene, Geneva, 1968, No. 835.
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6. A doctor shall not divulge to medical circles, with a view to
immediate application, any new process of diagnosis or treatment
inadequately tested if he has not taken care to warn his colleagues
against any risks.

Even more so is it forbidden to divulge such a process to the
general public when its value and innocuity are not proved.

In a word, it is forbidden to deceive practitioners or clients by
claiming an inadequately tested process to be salutary and without
risk.

7. Attempting or experimenting with new treatment is lawful
only if it is for the purpose of achieving a cure.

A strict distinction must therefore be made between experi-
menting in general and therapeutic experiments. It therefore
follows that the person on whom the experiment is made should
be a sick patient.

The experiment should be solely in the patient's interest, as
distinct from the interest of other patients. The risks should be
proportional to the sickness, suffering and possible deterioration.
Fatal risks may only be taken in cases where there is no other hope.

8. In no case shall the doctor exercise his profession under
conditions which might impair the quality of medical care.

The doctor must exercise his profession under conditions which
afford him the regular use of equipment and technical methods
necessary for his art.

9. Finally, and this is important, the doctor has a general duty
to keep in training and up-to-date. Case law is severe on ignorant
doctors.

The responsibilites evoked here by Professor Engel are naturally
those which apply to all medicine in general, whether it is a question
of treating the military or civilians, as Colonel Medecin Jean Neuen
recalled during the 28th session of the International Office of Documen-
tation on Military Medicine, in Luxembourg last September. Even
though the practical aspect of some problems differs, the most stable
element of the army doctor's mission is still its humanitarian value.1

1 See International Review of the Army, Navy and Air Forces Medical
Services, Liibge, 1969, No. 1.
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Military medicine is surely a therapeutic medicine, but the very
various aspects and the numerous responsibilities of any military
medical service impose that military medicine be also ecological—
for the study of the relationship man-environment—ergonomic—for
the study of the best adaptation of the machines and weapons to
the specific human aptitudes—and mainly preventive, the old saying
" Prevention is better than cure " has significantly enlarged its
importance since modern medicine has given us new techniques in
preventive medicine.

This preventive aspect of military medicine will be mainly
discussed during the present session:

— vaccinations, those magnificent weapons against the terrific
epidemics which, not so far in the past, decimated populations
and armies;

— medical education of officers and other military personnel of the
Armed Forces, at every echelon, in matter of hygiene and
emergency medical care, is a problem of essential and permanent
importance, always painfully reminded by the high rate of
casualties in the armed conflicts when a distressing lack of
doctors and nursing personnel imposes that the victims furnish
to themselves and to their neighbours the necessary care for
survival;

— study of the influence of climate and diet upon teeth and oral
cavity; this study to be held by our colleagues stomatologists,
must necessarily lead to detect the ways for prevention of
orodental troubles:—a well balanced collective diet, furnishing
a sufficient quantity of vitamins and oligo-factors—a better
preparation and a careful conditioning of troops before moving
them towards areas where extreme climates or special environ-
ments are met.

However, for the military doctor, his humanitarian mission is
the most attractive factor of his professional vocation. In order to
be able to fulfil this mission in case of armed conflict, the doctor
must receive some degree of protection and immunity. This point
brings us to comment the fourth topic of our session: the study of
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methods of control and of sanctions in case of violations of human-
itarian conventions.

Before the Second World War, a great Belgian lawyer wrote the
following sentence: " The International Law is not sufficient by
itself; it is only a form and its rules and conventions have just the
value which the nations have." This sentence clearly emphasizes
the huge difficulties of this problem and, at the same time, explains
the dubious success of any measure proposed for sanctioning the
violations of a humanitarian Convention, when these violations are
cynically denied by those perpetrating them.

The magnitude of this acute problem has stimulated famous
lawyers, for more than half a century. We must mention the high
merits of the International Committee of the Red Cross in this field,
by its incessant initiatives, from 1864 up to day

Colonel Brigadier Hans Meuli, himself a member of the ICRC,
then took the floor at the same session of the IODMM. He stated that
the exercise of the medical profession should be training for all in the
defence of humanity and should demonstrate the increasing solidarity
among men.

The problem of humanity, set on a very large scale, by bloody
battles on different fronts in the world, should create in us a reaction
of solidarity, the amplitude of which is proportional to these
dramas. The serious events of which we recently were the upset and
painfully powerless witnesses have reminded that the present world
has not yet acquired the degree of moral maturity which should be
on an equal level with the material power. But they have also
demonstrated that a living faith in the ideal for a better society
exists, mainly amongst young people.

Hearing the distressing voices of wounded, of sick and of so
many hungry children, we must do our best and hold high and firm
in our hands the standard of humanity.
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