
MISCELLANEOUS

The definition of a refugee is often the first step in seeking solu-
tions to his problem. Therefore, definitions should be recognized
as temporary and pragmatic tools, often dictated by political
pressures and limited resources, and in need of constant reviews.
Flexibility is required so that categories of eligibility for refugee
services do not become exclusionary. Therefore, any single defini-
tion, for all purposes and for all organizations, must be viewed
with great caution.

At the same time, it is considered desirable that it is in an inter-
national or perhaps regional context that the broadest standards
for the acceptance of international concern for all refugees should
be developed.

The principles of self-determination and human dignity which
must guide any such effort are implied in the United Nations
Declaration on Territorial Asylum and in Article II of the Organiza-
tion of African Unity Convention on refugees in Africa, " The
granting of asylum to refugees is a peaceful and humanitarian act
and shall not be regarded as an unfriendly act of a member state "."

THE FOUNDING OF AN INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE

OF HUMAN RIGHTS

It may be recalled that Mr. Rene" Cassin, who was the rapporteur
at the United Nations General Assembly which, in 1948, adopted
and proclaimed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
devoted the greater part of the Nobel Peace Prize which he had
been awarded to the founding of an International Institute of
Human Rights. In December 1969 that institute was inaugurated
in Strasbourg. Its purposes are laid down in its Constitution some
of the articles of which are quoted hereunder:

Article 1

There is hereby established at Strasbourg an " International
Institute of Human Rights (Rene1 Cassin Foundation) ", hereinafter

222



MISCELLANEOUS

referred to as " the Institute ", which, in the service of humanity,
shall promote, in complete autonomy, the protection and develop-
ment of fundamental human rights—respect for such rights being
an indispensable condition of preservation of peace.

The Institute shall be governed by relevant French legislation
and by the Constitution.

Article 2

It shall be the purpose of the Institute to undertake and
promote the scholarly study of human rights by all lawful means,
and in particular:

a) by organising sessions for the presentation of communica-
tions pertaining to human rights, and by organising colloquia,
seminars, and courses of instruction;

b) by research undertaken on the Institute's initiative or on
the request of any private or public organisation, or any institute
of higher learning, and by assisting in research undertaken by
individuals or public or private organisations of any nationality;

c) by encouraging the development of the teaching of human
rights in universities, schools of law and political science, and any
other educational institutions or centres, and by the co-ordination
of such teaching by exchanges and gatherings of teachers and
students;

d) by publishing books and periodicals relevant to human
rights;

e) by the collection and distribution of documentation relating
to human rights, in particular, by the systematic analysis of works
dealing with human rights.

In furtherance of the aforementioned purposes, the Institute
may make its services available to any State, university, faculty of
law or political science, educational institute or centre, and any
other public or private, national or international organisation.

Article 3

The seat of the Institute shall be at Strasbourg. The Institute
may at any time create or agree to the creation of branches or
related establishments in other countries, subject to conditions
fixed by the rules of the Institute.
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Article 4

The members of the Institute shall be:
a) natural or legal persons admitted as honorary or patron

members by the Council of the Institute;
b) distinguished persons elected members or associates of the

Institute by the Council, in view of their competence or activities
in the study or protection of human rights;

c) universities, faculties of law or political science, or any other
educational institution or centre, as well as any organisation of the
legal profession, such as a Bar Association, which organises or
promotes the teaching of, or research relating to, human rights, or
proposes so doing;

d) any national or international non-governmental organisation
which, by reason of its competence or activities in the field of
human rights, is invited by the Council to become a member of the
Institute.

The entities described in sections c) and d) of this Article may
be allowed to participate in the activities of the Institute without
becoming members.

The rules of the Institute shall determine the conditions govern-
ing the application of this Article.

Article 6

The organs of the Institute shall be: the General Assembly, the
Council of the Institute, and the Executive Committee.

Article 7

The General Assembly of the Institute shall meet at least once
a year in ordinary session.

All members of the Institute shall be entitled to participate or
to be represented at the General Assembly. Only members de-
scribed in sections b), c) and d) of Article 4 shall be entitled to
vote, each member described in sections c) and d) of Article 4
having three votes. The decisions of the General Assembly shall be
taken by an absolute majority of the votes cast.

The General Assembly shall consider the report of the Council
on the activities and financial situation of the Institute, approve
the accounts for the preceding financial period after hearing the
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auditors' report, and determine the general programme of work for
the coming year on the basis of proposals of the Council.

The General Assembly shall adopt its own rules of procedure on
the basis of proposals of the Council.

THE DOCTOR'S RESPONSIBILITIES

In an inaugural lesson at Geneva University, Professor Pierre
Engel of the Faculty of Law, stated the doctor's general duties. This
problem of medical ethics and deontology, construed in the widest sense
as the science of duties, is so important that it appears to us to be
interesting to reproduce below his ideas on this subject.1

1. There is one overriding consideration in the medical pro-
fession: the patient's interest. Hence it is imperative to respect
human life and dignity.

2. Always be guided by conscience, propriety and amenity
towards the patient and show sympathy, whatever his condition,
nationality and religion, and whatever may be the doctor's own
feelings for the patient.

3. Whatever a doctor's function or speciality he should, except
in the case of force majeure, give emergency treatment to a patient
in immediate danger if other medical care cannot be provided.

4. He shall, subject to legal exceptions, maintain professional
secrecy even after treatment or the death of the patient.

5. It is forbidden for a doctor to resort to deceit likely to bring
discredit to his profession and in particular to indulge in charlatan
practices.

1 See Medecine et Hygiene, Geneva, 1968, No. 835.
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