
FOR INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION YEAR

Education and Tomorrow's World

At a UNESCO suggestion, the United Nations General Assembly
proclaimed 1970 " International Education Year ". This is more than
a mere celebration; the objective is not only to review the situation
throughout the world and expand education facilities, but also to
strengthen international understanding. It is for that reason, inciden-
tally, that the Red Cross, a factor for peace and world Co-operation,
associates and participates in the overall effort behind the IEY.

This is a particularly suitable time, for in many countries to-day
the form and content of education is being challenged. As Mr. Maheu,
UNESCO Director-General, said:

We live in a world that is changing before our very eyes—a world
in which the population explosion, decolonization and the pro-
found economic and social transformations resulting from techno-
logical development are so many forces making for the democrati-
zation of education. At the same time the acceleration of scientific
progress is resulting in the more and more rapid obsolescence of
knowledge, and the development of mass communication techni-
ques and audio-visual methods is revolutionizing the traditional
bases of communication. With all this it is out of the question for
education to be confined, as in the past, to training the leaders of
tomorrow's society in accordance with some predetermined scheme
of structures, needs and ideas, or to preparing the young, once
and for all, for a given type of existence. Education is no longer
the privilege of an elite or the concomitant of a particular age; to
an increasing extent, it is reaching out to embrace the whole of
society and the entire life-span of the individual. This means that
it must be continuous and omnipresent. It must no longer be
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thought of as preparation for life, but as a dimension of life, distin-
guished by continual acquisition of knowledge and ceaseless
re-examination of ideas.

As can be seen, education should be construed in its widest sense ;
it embodies all types of instruction and training. Mr. Maheu went on
to say:

No one can be blind to the immense difficulties of the structural
and intellectual conversion that this idea of life-long education
implies if it is not to be allowed to sink in a bog of empty verbiage.
For what is needed is nothing less than the organic integration of
school and university education with out-of-school education and
adult education—two branches which, even today, are all too often
regarded as peripheral when it is obvious, if we take an overall
view, that they are destined to play an essential part in the con-
tinuing and many-sided moulding of the human mind.

How, however, can we predict what education in the world of
tomorrow will be unless we are aware that the crisis in civilisation
lies beneath the contemporary crisis in education and that the remedies
applied to it considerably affect the building of that better world to
which the Red Cross contributes by protecting human rights wherever
they are threatened and also by forging bonds among young people
the world over. This is an activity which is pursued in particular by
junior Red Cross study and seminar centres, about which the League
of Red Cross Societies has this to say in one of its publications:

It can be seen that through the years there has been a trend
away from the recreational meeting and holiday camp, where basic
instruction was given on Red Cross, towards experiments in study
centres where the whole personality of the delegate comes into play.
The delegate's humanitarian principles are put to the test by direct
contact with situations he does not encounter in his everyday life.
To train him to become a " complete person ", he is given ever
more responsibility for the wellbeing of the physically handicapped,
the elderly, diabetics and the mentally retarded. Practice as well
as theory is the keynote today, a practice which corresponds to
young people's wish to contribute to the planning and running of
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Red Cross programmes. Awareness that Red Cross needs new
leaders to carry on its work has resulted in a high percentage of
all centres being devoted, in whole or in part, to leadership training.

An increasing number of National Sections invite members of
other movements—in particular youth movements—to participate
in their meetings: Scouts, Girl Guides, Future Farmers' and
Future Homemakers' Associations, etc. In order to broaden the
Red Cross outlook, and to brief members of non-Red Cross
institutions on the work of our movement, leaders of other organi-
sations are often invited as lecturers and instructors.

Another important, if far less recent element, is cooperation
with the teaching profession, without whose contribution it may
well be wondered what, in many cases, would happen to the Junior
Red Cross. This cooperation continues to be evidenced at regular
and repeated teacher training courses and seminars.

The general impression gained from a review of the centres
reported on in the last two years is that National Sections have,
from the point of view of personnel and finance, made great efforts
to organise an increasing number of centres. They obviously con-
sider them worthwhile and appealing to young people, and feel
that they offer the most effective means of training.

We must not forget the practical activitiesin community service ;
those carried out by the Junior Red Cross, for example, in the field
of hygiene and health, and again by the Red Cross in schools. As
UNESCO said in one of its articles devoted to the teaching of human
rights 1 :

Out-of-class activities are perhaps those which approach most
nearly the practice of human rights. In some countries pupils are
encouraged to take part in community development projects for
the improvement of roads, water supplies, food production or
health campaigns. They can and do offer their services in literacy
programmes. Pupils in city schools may assist in running recre-
ational centres and holiday camps, in town improvement schemes
and road safety drills. In some schools, classes " adopt" a family
in need or volunteer to visit old people living alone. Fund-raising

1 Some Suggestions on Teaching about Human Rights, UNESCO, Paris, 1969.
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for contributions to the work of Unicef, the Red Cross, the Unesco
Gift Coupon scheme, Freedom from Hunger programme, or
similar good causes may be the culminating point of a project on
the work of international organizations. Participation in these and
other activities brings children into immediate contact with very
real and pressing problems in the community and farther afield
and helps to develop their sense of social responsibility. Aid activities
of any kind should preferably be voluntary and spontaneous and
should spring from knowledge of a given problem rather than from
sentiment. Whether the activities are likely to consume time or
money the accent should be on sharing, rather than giving.

The introduction to a survey of teaching about human rights
carried out by an international teachers' organization touches the
heart of the matter when it states: " Pupils should understand that
learning about human rights must be coupled with proper and
practical exercise of such rights in actual life. Principles not trans-
lated into action can, in the long run, be as dangerous as acts
which are not based on principle. Consequently, complete education
for human rights will provide opportunities for activity, self-
direction and self-control, and will thus recognize the dignity and
worth of each human person in deeds as well as in words."

Let us not forget the exemplary value of the Geneva Conventions
whose provisions should be known to all men and even more so to
young people. Youth imbued with humanitarian principles for life
will in turn promote the essential human values. Recently Professor
A. Piedelievre affirmed the need for teaching the humanitarian law
of the Geneva Conventions and he outlined some possible techniques
for such teaching.1

This dissemination of knowledge of the Geneva Conventions is
of course linked to the dissemination in schools of the Red Cross
itself, its ideal and its practical achievements. In this connection we
might refer to the primary school textbook prepared by the ICRC
and entitled " The Red Cross and My Country ". This has been
distributed and is a medium of teaching in schools in a number of
African countries. We might add that if the Red Cross is a factor

1 See International Review of the Red Cross, April 1968.
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for world peace it is to a great extent because it works to promote
international understanding, thereby achieving one of the objectives
of the International Education Year.

In the closely knit world of the second half of the twentieth
century, it seems clear that education must aim at developing
among the youth of different countries mutual knowledge, under-
standing and respect and a sense of responsibility towards the
community of nations. Studies of the question and the experience
of many schools, teachers and youth movements in a number of
countries demonstrate that education of every type and kind can
make some contribution to the development among young people
of international understanding...

. . . In choosing the promotion of international understanding
through education as one of the priority objectives for International
Education Year, the General Conference of Unesco again evidenced
the importance which the Organization attaches to this ethical aim
of education and to Unesco's work to further its achievement.
International Education Year can and should be an occasion for
a reconsideration by governments, international organizations,
educational authorities, teachers and youth leaders, professional
organizations and the international community of the role of school
and out-of-school education in promoting international under-
standing. . .

. . . Most of the world's young people receive no formal schooling
after the age of 12. Thus, the knowledge and experience that will
help to promote the ideals of peace and better international under-
standing in this group must be provided by other means.

Out-of-school activities for young people both in and out of
school can make a signal contribution to international under-
standing. Experience has shown that, as a general principle, these
activities must reflect the real attitudes and interests of youth and
they must involve young people themselves in the planning of the
activities.

Programmes proceeding from broad moral imperatives towards
generalized ends may be met with suspicion or cynicism. Thus,
whereas as a project with an abstract aim such as " international
understanding " may arouse little enthusiasm, many young people
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are ready to take part wholeheartedly in activities of which better
international understanding is an indirect but significant outcome.
The most successful activities seem to be those which offer oppor-
tunities for participation in projects aimed at specific, tangible
results. Four activities of this type are voluntary service abroad,
activities in connexion with youth movements, international
meetings and young workers' education and training programmes1.

Now we have seen that the very concept of education is under-
going a radical change; it is no longer of value for young people
alone, but also for the more mature. Education is becoming perma-
nent in that it does not finish at the school leaving age—whether
primary, secondary or university. According to research on the
subject, it continues throughout life, so that all may follow the cease-
less succession of discoveries which the human mind makes so rapidly,
may keep abreast of world events, may understand that access to
knowledge is the outcome of a triumph which is never more than
temporary.

The Red Cross too makes a valuable contribution to this per-
manent education. Within our movement, adults continue to work
and to learn in order to help those who suffer. But it contributes
especially to education in generosity; it develops that intelligence
of the heart which is as necessary as intelligence of the mind. For it
is the Red Cross and other institutions which preserve humanity in
these times when social intercourse is made more difficult by tech-
nology.

Such action, extending much longer than a single generation,
must of course depend on youth which it may impress with the signifi-
cance of human solidarity and of self-sacrifice for one's fellow man.
Who could have disapproved when Dr. G. Sicault, Director of the
European Office of the United Nations International Children's
Emergency Fund stated last year in Stockholm, in his address to the
World Child Welfare Congress 2 :

1 Youth and Education for International Understanding, UNESCO, Paris 1970, N. 2.
2 See Revue Internationale de Venfant, Geneva, January 1970.
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Of course, if it were possible to build on the noblest aspirations
of youth vast movements of solidarity; if one could fight intoler-
ance and racism in all their forms, all over the world; if the search
for better physical, moral and social wellbeing for all were to
become the raison d'etre of the majority, we could rejoice in
witnessing the dawn of a new society. It is to be feared, however,
that such sublimations may be as slow in appearing as will have
been the transcendances of the past in fading out.

The hope of forging a new society of wide horizons was not yet
clearly felt by everyone. But man's arrival on the moon showed
to hundreds of millions of tele-viewers the earth. . . on a screen
measuring a few square decimetres. They saw the continents and
seas in a living image, where God did not seem to separate man, and
all humanity found itself at its tiny scale in relation to the infinite...
That image has engraved itself on the subconscious, and will not
be effaced. Soon, we hope, new perspectives may be born—far
away from the mediocre, the mean, from the daily round filled
with sterile struggles; the young generations will no longer be able
to see the world of men as our ancestors saw i t . . .

Their passion for justice, their desire for sacrifice—which are
among the dominant characteristics of the young—will inspire them
to build a better world on earth until such time as our horizons
widen to the planetary system. It is this new crusade, destined to
bring the greater wellbeing and advancement of man, and the
abolition of racial, economic and cultural barriers, which can
tomorrow become their raison d'etre. . .

One can invite youth not only to " participate " in this great
adventure but to be the animators of i t . . .

This was the hope also of the educationalists meeting in 1963
at Lausanne for the Centenary of the International Red Cross1.
Their objective was to teach young people—and the not so young—
" how life is enriched when men help each other. From mutual assis-
tance springs forth the friendship which can lead the world to peace ".
As Mrs. S. Hashimoto, Director of the Japanese Junior Red Crossy

1 See World Conference of Educators, Commission for the Red Cross Centenary in
Switzerland, Geneva, 1964.
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stated when concluding her address on education in the world of
tomorrow:

Humanity is after all the " In-spite-of " effort between " Life "
and " Death ". So is education between Idealism and Realism.
Nobody could ever be born with words of knowledge in his mouth.
Every individual has to start from nothing, born naked. Being
alive is a token of being educated somehow. It is a long process
of hard labour like the piling up of small bricks, one by one. Under
the heat of the sun three labourers were seen working at piling
bricks. A visitor asked the first one what he was doing. The answer
was, " Just piling bricks as you see ". He asked the next one, who
answered, " Building a wall ". On asking the third labourer he was
told very cheerfully: " I know I am building a wall for a temple. Once
finished, it will surely please many people." Three are doing the
same thing but what makes the difference? The last one knows
the goal, the reason why. It inspires the man and makes his work
meaningful.

Youth is the time, while the school is the place, for building
Body, Brain and Character. For building, three things are needed:
the blueprint, practical tools, and autonomous will power for
patient unceasing labour. All three can be clearly and amply
supplied by the Red Cross.

While the League publication refers to what the Red Cross, Red
Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies are doing in the sphere of
education, it also rightly stresses that those Societies must con-
tinually adapt to technological progress and cannot rest on their
traditions \ In this rapidly changing age, our movement must seek
the most effective means of serving humanity, and consequently
improve its methods and its staff training, and at all levels and by
all the means made available for modern education, it must ensure
the dissemination of its ideal.

1 See Panorama, Geneva, February 1970,
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