
M I S C E L L A N E O U S

A NEW STAGE IN THE DEVELOPMENT

OF HUMANITARIAN LAW

Readers of the International Review will recall that in December
1968 the 23rd session of the United Nations General Assembly
adopted an important resolution in this field. 1 This resolution asked,
inter alia, the Secretary-General to study, in consultation with the
ICRC, steps to secure stricter application of existing humanitarian
conventions and rules, and the necessity of drawing up rules in
order the better to protect civilians, prisoners and combatants in
any armed conflict as well as to limit and prohibit certain methods
and weapons of war.

The Secretary-General, in compliance, undertook such studies.
The United Nations was represented by a large delegation at the
XXIst International Conference of the Red Cross at Istanbul in
September 1969 which dealt with subjects related to those covered
by the recently adopted resolution.

At the beginning of December 1969 the Secretary-General
submitted his report to the General Assembly. This is a copious
document which, with its appendices, covers 125 pages (General
Assembly document A/7720, 20 November 1969).

Due to shortage of time, the General Assembly could not study
that report as thoroughly as it would have wished and on 16 De-
cember 1969 it adopted the following resolution:

1 See International Review, January 1969.
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Respect for human rights in armed conflicts

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its resolution 2444 (XXIII) of 19 December 1968
by which it recognized, inter alia, the necessity of applying the basic
humanitarian principles in all armed conflicts,

Noting with satisfaction the report of the Secretary-General,

Noting also the relevant resolutions concerning human rights in
armed conflicts adopted at the twenty-first International Conference of
the Red Cross,

Considering that there has not been time at its twenty-fourth session
for consideration of the item entitled " Respect for human rights in
armed conflicts ",

Recognizing that the study requested in resolution 2444 (XXIII)
should be continued with a view to including further data and develop-
ments, thus facilitating the presentation of concrete recommendations
for the full protection of civilians, prisoners and combatants in all
armed conflicts and for the prohibition and limitation of the use of
certain methods and means of warfare,

1. Requests the Secretary-General to continue the study initiated
by resolution 2444 (XXIII), giving special attention to the need for
protection of the rights of civilians and combatants in conflicts which
arise from the struggles of peoples under colonial and foreign rule for
liberation and self-determination and to the better application of
existing humanitarian international conventions and rules to such
conflicts;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to consult and co-operate
closely with the International Committee of the Red Cross in regard to
the studies being undertaken by that body on this question ;

3. Requests States Members of the United Nations to extend all
possible assistance to the Secretary-General in the continuation of the
study requested in paragraph 1 above ;

4. Decides to transmit the report of the Secretary-General to the
Commission on Human Rights and to the Economic and Social
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Council for their comments to be submitted to the twenty-fifth session of
the General Assembly ;

5. Decides to give the highest priority to this question at the twenty-
fifth session of the General Assembly ;

6. Invites the Secretary-General to present a further report on this
subject to the General Assembly at its twenty-fifth session.

It will be observed with interest that this resolution makes
provision for fuller discussion at the 25th session of the General
Assembly. The report submitted is undoubtedly worthy of full
discussion and comment.

In addition, it must be pointed out that the resolution explicitly
mentioned decisions adopted in this field by the XXIst International
Conference of the Red Cross, mainly resolutions XIII to XVIII1 .
In resolution XIII, the ICRC is requested to continue its efforts
with a view to proposing concrete rules which could be submitted
to governments. The ICRC is also encouraged to maintain and
develop its co-operation with the United Nations Organization.

As can be seen, the United Nations has displayed a like desire
for close liaison and co-operation between the institutions.

During the discussion in the General Assembly, the ICRC was
represented by Mr. Claude Pilloud, Director, who was available for
consultation by the Secretary-General and his staff and by any
delegations who so desired. The practical arrangements for effective
co-operation have already been outlined and will be given greater
precision very shortly.

1 The full text may be found in the November 1969 issue of International
Review.
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