
THE FLAME OF CHARITY
from Henry Dunant's letters to Dr. Emil Jordy

" See what a beacon you have lit!'
H. Dunant to E. Jordy

In memory of my father,
ICRC delegate: Algeria 1915, 1916;
Greece, Salonica, Macedonia, 1919;
the Smyrna fire, 1922.

Anything concerning Henry Dunant is of interest to members of
the Red Cross. We are therefore particularly grateful to Mr. Paul-
Emile Schazmann, for many years conservator of manuscripts at the
Swiss National Library, for having made available, for the centenary
issue of our Review, unpublished writings by Dunant on facts which
have so far received no attention. (Ed.)

The Austro-Prussian war of 1866 and the Franco-German war
of 1870-1871 were as a baptism of fire for the Red Cross. Its use-
fulness was incontrovertible. The Emperor Napoleon III realised
this so well that towards the end of his life, then in difficulties and
in exile in England, he came to the aid of Dunant who was then
destitute. In Germany as in France, the Red Cross was applying
the principles of the Geneva Conventions. The number of its
sections grew inceasingly. Everywhere preparations were made
to act quickly to alleviate the suffering of the wounded. The army
medical services could not cope with all the work. Charitable
volunteer corps were formed, ready to go into action on the battle-
field and on work sites in the event of accident.

Two types of men were active to put into effect the ideas which
Dunant had brought back from Solferino: the promoters of good
works who approached sovereigns, governments and statesmen
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THE FLAME OF CHARITY

to induce them to aid or at least allow aid to the wounded; and
the organizers of that aid in an increasing number of States.

Among the promoters of aid to the wounded; hospital staff,
ambulance drivers, stretcher-bearers, nurses, inspired directly by
Henry Dunant's ideal, was Dr. Emil Jordy who, with an extensive
experience of first-aid in accidents, played an outstanding role in
Switzerland and shortly afterwards elsewhere, specially in England.
His correspondence with Henry Dunant1 shows inter-alia the
ever widening compass of the new principles applicable to any man
whose wounds made him defenceless.

Dr. Jordy was a pioneer in the field of various volunteer corps:
the Saint John's Ambulances Society in England, " hospitaliers ",
" Samaritains " in Switzerland and in Germany. He specialized
in the treatment of accident casualties but he also waged war on
Sunday drinking when he observed the increasing statistical evi-
dence of Monday's disasters 2. He gave courses in first aid, the
practical exercises of which he supplemented by conferences at a
more advanced level, so that he soon acquired a large audience
and drew Dunant's attention when Dunant had retired to Heiden.
Continuous contact was established between the two men: the
perspicacious idealist and the practical man in his prime and with
a vast experience.

Dr. Jordy's courses to first-aiders in Berne began in 1895 by a
warm tribute to Henry Dunant entitled: " A Parable Comes
True " 3 . In that message he recalled the origin of the two great
principles of aid to the wounded, affined to the Parable of the
Good Samaritan: on the one hand, the remedy of the wretched
plight of soldiers abandoned on the field of combat, the " strag-
glers " to use the unfeeling expression of a sovereign of the time;
on the other hand, the organisation of arrangements to enable
them to communicate with their families.

Two other major principles of the Red Cross are the back-
ground to the correspondence between Dunant and Jordy: one

1 Fifteen long letters, one accompanied by a draft for a Swiss League of Human Rights, written by
Dunant to Emil Jordy, were acquired in 1938 by the Swiss National Library. As the Conservator of that
Library's manuscripts, I have had them put on display and I showed them to Mr. Thores Bodet, UNESCO
Director-General and to his successor Mr. Luther Evans.

1 Cf. Journal de Geneve, 9 May 1898, which devotes a front page article to Dr. Jordy's activity.
s Ein Gleichnis wird zur Thatsache, Berne 1895.
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Copy of Henry Dunant's handwritten draft for a Swiss League
of Human Rights (i8g8).
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THE FLAME OF CHARITY

was that assistance to the wounded should be protected by an
emblem which confers neutrality on the wounded, an idea which
first came to Dunant on his return from Solferino when he was
in the drawing-room of the Countess Verri-Borromee during a
meeting of the Welfare Committee of the Ladies of Milan which
had just been formed; the other was that everyone's right to equal
treatment should be guaranteed, without distinction of origin,
nationality, sex or colour. Dunant always defended these prin-
ciples: in Geneva where he had met Harriet Elizabeth Beecher-
Stowe, the author of Uncle Tom's Cabin; in North Africa where
he had seen for himself the problem of slavery; at Solferino where,
with the help of local women, he cared for the wounded of both
sides who to his helpers were Tutti fratelli (all brothers).

These letters of Dunant take us first of all into the home at
Heiden, in the proud misery of that room littered with papers,
reminders of the beginning of the Red Cross and describing the
various stages of its progress, while its founder has not even a
tea-pot to make himself some tea. In the first letter, however,
Dunant refers to a new step forward in the dissemination of his
appeal for charity on the field of battle 1:

Dear Mr. Jordy,

You are very kind and I am very grateful. You thought to
send me the newspapers and news from the bazaar and of the
President's speech. And then there were also your other kind
attentions—too numerous to mention!

Thanks to you everything went off all right and I am very
happy and full of gratitude to you and Mrs. Jordy and the Com-
mittee of the " Dames Samaritaines " of Berne.

You have been most indulgent in respect of my paper work, so
badly done, in haste and not even bound. How did you manage
to make something of it! Nevertheless your idea to show how the

1 These extracts of Dunants' manuscripts were originally in French of which we now give the English
translation.
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ladies took part in accomplishing the work of the Red Cross was
excellent.

When your note reached me this morning I said to myself:
if I was not afraid of being indiscreet I would write to Dr. Jordy
how grateful I would be, since these ladies are so kind as to wish
to make me a present of a small souvenir, if they would send me a
small teapot with a little good tea and a spirit stove so that
I may heat my own water...

The bazaar mentioned in this letter had been organized for the
benefit of the Red Cross. There was on sale among other things a
popular 60 centime edition of Souvenir de Solferino for the purpose
of raising funds for a gift to its author Henry Dunant. In this way
this moving book began to reach the many people who spoke of
it but had never read it.

However, Dr. Jordy was preparing a new conference based on
papers provided by Dunant. This was organized by the " Societe
des Samaritains " and took place before a large audience in the
Council Chamber of Berne Town Hall. Jordy spoke on the life and
work of Henry Dunant and of the role in the accomplishment of
that work of women such as the housewives of Castiglione; the
Countess of Gasparin who, after Solferino, first organized aid
from abroad; Princess Mathilde Bonaparte, President of a welfare
league in Paris; Empress Eugenie, who was striving to have the
Red Cross extended to the seas; Queen Augusta of Prussia, the
first sovereign to support Henry Dunant's cause, at the Berlin
Congress in 1863; and Florence Nightingale, the heroine who
assisted the wounded during the Crimea war.

The conferences and publications by Dr. Jordy on Dunant's
work and the role of the volunteers in caring for wounded, con-
tributed to recognition of the " Samaritains " as an integral part
of the Red Cross, as already provided for in Switzerland by an
agreement in 1893. The first honorary members of the "Alliance
des Samaritains suisses " were Henry Dunant and Florence Night-
ingale, by unanimous vote on 16 June 1895. Dunant was imme-
diately advised by telegram. Jordy, with a letter of introduction
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from Dunant, took Florence Nightingale her diploma. Almost
paralysed as a result of sickness contracted in Crimea, the bene-
factress of the wounded at Scutari spoke enthusiastically with
Dr. Jordy about the founder of the Red Cross.

This recognition of Dunant's merit by the associations which
gave voluntary aid to the wounded was soon to be followed by
honorary distinctions from all parts of the world, e.g.: the Binet-
Fendt prize awarded by the Swiss Federal Council, the prize of the
town of Moscow where, on a proposal by Professor Virchow,
Dunant's admirers collected signatures of 800 Russian doctors;
and finally the Nobel prize for peace.

In further letters to Dr. Jordy, Dunant spoke of his ideas which
had spread universally, the appreciation of his work in VEtranger
the organ of the " Societe de correspondance internationale ", in
Paris and in Le Mouvement hygienique of Brussels. Dunant was
impressed when he learned that in France the bishops of Reims and
Autun had described his work and uttered his praise from the
pulpit and that the major newspapers as well as the various religious
periodicals were fanning the embers:

" The Journal des Debats included a most favourable article
of almost two columns by Maurice Muret, and the same writer
contributed 16 pages in Franck Puaux's " Revue Chretienne ".
That is what most surprised me. On the one hand, the Bishops of
France are preaching sermons in. which they also speak highly
of my poor person when they mention the Red Cross. Then in
their turn the Jewish Journals, particularly " Der Welt " (sic) are
jubilant at my tolerance... You see what a beacon you have lit!"

This enthusiasm did not unfortunately please everyone and the
reaction of some of his adversaries filled Dunant with fear for his
very precarious material situation. He wondered whether his
creditors, who had not given any sign of life for 31 years, could
" force their way into a room in hospital to seize what I receive from
Russia?"

By this he meant the small allowance with which the Tsarina's
mother had provided him since 1897 and which he used to publish
and distribute writings on the Red Cross. In this new phase of his
existence Dunant's greatness again came to the fore when he him-
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self kept to the background—he even renounced the cash of the
Nobel prize. He wanted to protect all men against laws and per-
secutions without amnisty or pardon and which, moreover, differed
from one country to another, and even from one canton to an-
other. What to him appeared unjust in his plight he wished to
prevent happening to others; he appeals for tolerance, fraternity,
recognition of fundamental rights exceeding regional sanctions and
he drafted the statutes of a " Ligue suisse des droits humains "
which he sent to Dr. Jordy in 1898 with an explanatory note:

" / hope you will be kind enough to join the new society
which I am now organizing in Berne and the draft statutes of
which I am sending you. It should fit well with your own ideas...
Any additions or changes you might suggest to these statutes will
be most welcome..."

In another letter, Dunant was more insistent:

" / especially recommend to your attention and your interest
the project for a " Ligue suisse des droits humains " which I
sent you in the foregoing letter. It is not only useful, but necessary,
and should be of interest to everyone, for who can think them-
selves always protected from all injustice ? Look at the Dreyfus
case for instance, and so many others. We must set the good
example..."

The author of the draft, which is another stone in the edifice of
human rights, seventy years of age and sick, was no longer able
to form the league intended to defend principles of humanity,
justice, freedom and true civilization.1 Emil Jordy, for his part,
was busy in other ways.

The great work of Henry Dunant is of course the Red Cross.
When finally world opinion expressed its gratitude, Dunant did
not forget the " Samaritains " who contributed to converting the

1 Cf. my articles: Henry Dunant und die Menschenrechte in Neue Ziircher Zeitung, 22. Sept. 1968;
Droits de Vhomme, un ine'dit d'Henry Dunant in Journal de Geneve, 5 Oct. 1968; Une Evolution historique
rattache la Suisse a la declaration des droits de Vhomme de VONU, in L'Ecole bernoise, Berne, Dec. 1954
and Jan. 1955. These give many facts on human rights in Switzerland and mention that Dunant himself
drafted a project for a Ligue suisse des droits humains a manuscript of which is in the Swiss National
Library.
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Word into a living reality at the same time as they helped to
rekindle the flame:

" / wanted even more to write to you " he said on 21 Nov-
ember 1901 to Emil Jordy, " because I have not thanked you as
I ought to have done for the trouble you took and the kindness
you have shown by your efforts in Christiana. I thank you with
all my heart. You will have seen that you succeeded in having my
name taken into consideration by these gentlemen of Norway.
Whatever the outcome, it is a great honour to have obtained the
greatest number of votes at Christiana. Thirty seven! 37 "author-
ities ", that is to say: associations, societies, guilds from all
countries, forming " authorities " according to the Nobel Com-
mittee Statutes and of which the " Dames Bernoises Samari-
taines ", their president in the lead, are one; they have been kind
enough to remember me and I thus received the majority of
corporative or collectives votes.

But I shall never forget that it was the " Dames de Berne " —
through your valuable and kind personal initiative—who were
first, some years ago, with such generosity, to remember the
founder of the Red Cross, then living in distress. You might well
say that I am proud of them.

Among the associations which gave me their votes were the
Norwegian Red Cross and nearly all the Women's Associations
of Sweden and Norway. Another was the "Alliance Universelle
des Femmes pour la Paix "whose headquarters is in Paris, with
an affiliated membership of five million and which has done me
the honour of appointing me Honorary President. The vote of
another " authority " was that of forty members of the Wurttem-
berg Council. In short, there were votes from all countries, and
that makes me very happy even if I am not awarded the prize
or if it is shared with the venerable Mr. Frederic Passy, who had
the most votes after me.

It is already a year since one of the 5 members of the Nobel
Committee, the famous Bjiornstson Bjonterson fsic—i.e. B.
Bjornson) said: " Mr. Dunant deserves to be rewarded...."

However, Dunant's strength was failing. On 22 January 1902 he
wrote Dr. Jordy from Heiden:

" . . . the last visit I was able to receive (two years earlier)
was from the Crown Princess of Bavaria, the future Queen, nee
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Archduchess of Austria, sister of the Queen of Spain "grande
maitresse " of the First Order of the " Dames de la Chretiente ",
" VOrdre de Therese de Baviere ". She came with her two daugh-
ters and other people from the Court just to see me. She stayed
for half an hour at least, arranging the pillow of my arm-chair,
as I was very ill. I was only able to receive her alone. And since
then no one..."

All this correspondence shows that the dedication of these
ladies for the work of assistance to the wounded filled Dunant's
heart, whether they were members of the Order of Saint Theresa
or of the " Associations de Samaritaines ". When, dressed in white,
he went to the help of the Solferino victims, women were working
with him at the Saint-Clement de Brescia Hospital to relieve
suffering, not only like sisters but like mothers, such as the great
lady of Brescia who said to him with supreme simplicity: " I am
a mother"! Sono madrel

For one hundred years the Bulletin international and its succes-
sor the International Review of the Red Cross have given account
of the motherly work of the members of these associations. None
of the activity protected by the Red Cross emblem x is too lowly or
undeserving of the highest respect. It is no doubt because Dr Jordy
had understood this role so well that Dunant's door and his great
heart were open to him:

" Whenever you are in the vicinity of Appenzel, I shall always
be happy to receive a visit from you. I do not wish to see anybody,
especially people of the country or interviewers; that is why I have
given orders for them not to be admitted, but for you my door will
always be open..."

Paul-Emile SCHAZMANN

1 The letter of 25 January 1902 stipulated the shape of the red cross at the same time as it revealed
Dunant's respect for the Geneva Committee's Honorary President: " Take care that the cross is a Greek
cross (S equal squares) and not like the new Federal Cross, as General Dufour, who is sufficient authority
I presume, had decided as General in Chief of the Confederation and in agreement with all Federal
authorities that the Swiss Cross would be " a white Greek cross against a background of Gules."
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