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more general form, the sixteenth session of Unesco's General
Conference which will take place at the end of the year may be
expected to address itself to a critical reappraisal of modern educa-
tion, and to adopt a report for submission to the United Nations
General Assembly.

The much quoted statement by H. G. Wells that human history
is a " race between education and catastrophe ", well applies to
the crisis today. But education can win the race if all available
resources are mobilized to meet the pressing needs of a better
world that all are trying to create. And this is the aim of the Inter-
national Education Year.

SOCIAL WELFARE POLICY FOR THE DISABLED

In October 1968 the ordinary meeting of delegates of the Fe'de'ration
internationale des mutiles et invalides du travail et des invalides
civils (FIMITIC) took place in Copenhagen. The Federation's main
objective is to co-ordinate and harmonize social policy for the welfare
of disabled persons—irrespective of the cause of their disability—so
that social benefits, services and institutions in the various countries
may, as far as possible, be consistent with certain minimum standards.
The FIMITIC meeting defined fourteen such standards. These are
quoted below in view of the interest of many National Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies in rehabilitation problems.1

1. Every disabled person is entitled to the best possible re-
habilitation aiming at overcoming the disability if possible, restoring
ability for gainful employment, fitting the disabled person for his
place in society and making him as self-reliant as possible in every-
day life. Governments, science and private organizations should
make the most modern rehabilitation methods available to the

1 Are included in the term " rehabilitation ", all the measures and methods
which are necessary for the return of disabled persons to social and profes-
sional life.
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disabled and should create the personal conditions necessary to
ensure that measures are carried out to promote readaptation.

2. All national organizations members of FIMITIC are invited
to approach their parliaments and governments for laws to provide
all disabled with more extensive rehabilitation facilities.

3. All rehabilitation laws, services and installations should be
introduced for the benefit of all disabled persons without exception.
Right to rehabilitation should not depend on the cause or extent of
disability. In this respect reference is made to International Labour
Office recommendation 99 of June 21, 1955. Application of rehabil-
itation methods should if possible be uniform within a State and
should at least be co-ordinated.

4. All solutions on a national scale to deal with rehabilitation
problems should guarantee social welfare and the provision of vital
needs. The courage and wish of disabled people to submit to rehabil-
itation should be fostered by adequate social and public measures.

5. Youth should be educated to realize that disabled people are
equally entitled to life. School children should be taught to help
their disabled comrades and accept them as equals. Similarly,
understanding for the disabled should be developed among the
whole population.

6. Social reintegration should be developed as part of rehabilita-
tion, by the setting up of infant and primary schools for handicapped
children.

7. Rehabilitation services and equipment should be available
to disabled people as early in life as possible and should continue to
be available to them until optimum rehabilitation results are
obtained, that is to say, until they are reintegrated into the economic,
professional and social life of their community.

8. Every disabled person should be given the opportunity of
participating fully in the cultural and social life of the community.
One condition for this is the elimination of physical obstacles to
unrestricted use of amenities in housing, workshops, transport and
public buildings. Measures should be taken to provide disabled
persons with the greatest possible freedom of movement in all
walks of life.

9. For disabled persons no longer capable of reintegration into
normal working life, special plants should be set up, such as protec-
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ted workshops and special housing so that they may lead a life
worthy of full members of the community.

10. Legislation for protection against accidents at work, in the
home, in the street and elsewhere should be adapted to conform to
the most recent scientific knowledge in order to provide the popula-
tion with the best protection.

11. Every form of rehabilitation should take into account the
disabled person's individual circumstances and make the widest
possible allowance for the disabled person's co-operation and associa-
tion in the implementation of necessary measures for rehabilitation.

12. All persons engaged in rehabilitation, such as doctors,
teachers, trainers, social welfare workers, etc., should receive
thorough instruction and follow refresher courses.

13. In order constantly to improve rehabilitation, research in
this field should be intensified. Results of such research and of
international experience should be compared and used to the full.

14. FIMITIC recognizes the need to develop rehabilitation and
improve rehabilitation services in developing countries and it
supports the efforts of international organizations in this field.

A LAND OF REFUGE

This illustrated pamphlet1 deftly describes the work of installing
some 15,000 M'Boki refugees in the Central African Republic by the
United Nations High Commission for Refugees which was assisted
by the League for that operation. As the High Commissioner, Prince
Sadruddin Aga Khan, observes, M'Boki is a concrete example of what
the High Commission for Refugees can achieve in Africa with the
support of the authorities of the countries of asylum, of UN institu-
tions and of other organizations concerned in international efforts
made for refugees. In his introduction he says:

While it took many years in other parts of the world to have
the principle accepted that helping refugees was a humanitarian

1 " The Promise of M'Boki ", publication of the UNHCR, Geneva, 1969.
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