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Appointment

Mr. Raymond Courvoisier has since 1 August 1969 taken over
the appointment of special assistant to the President of the Inter-
national Committee, thus bringing it his wide experience in the
field of international humanitarian law. It should, in fact, be
recalled that from 1936 to 1945 he undertook a large number of
missions in ICRC service as delegate in Spain, Turkey, in East
European and Middle East countries. Furthermore, he was in
charge of a section in the Central Prisoners of War Agency in
Geneva during the Second World War.

He was subsequently head of mission of the " Don Suisse*",
then from 1948 a senior official of the United Nations in the Middle
East. In 1961 he was Director of the European Office of UNRWA.

Annual Report

Work carried out during the past year is described in the usual
ICRC report1.

The 1968 Annual Report is divided as previously into two
parts: practical, and general and permanent activities. The former
deals with various countries and continents. Emphasis is laid on
efforts made for victims in the Nigerian conflict and relief data
showed their increasing extent. On the other hand, some of the
specialist services, such as the Central Tracing Agency in Geneva,
the International Tracing Service at Arolsen, the Medical Personnel

1 Annual Report 1968, ICRC Geneva, 1969,103 pages. The report is publish-
ed in French, English and Spanish and of which there is a mimeographed
edition in German. It can be obtained from the ICRC at a cost of 7 Sw. frs.
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and War Disablement Sections have continued to be particularly
active. One has only to quote the Central Agency which in 1968
received 54,783 communications and sent out 54,227 items, a
considerable increase in volume in comparison with the previous
year.

Tasks of a general character are described at length and there
is much detailed reference to the extension of international human-
itarian law. Attention should be drawn especially to two important
subjects mentioned, that of new accessions to the Geneva Con-
ventions and their dissemination and also of the reaffirmation and
development of the humanitarian laws and customs applicable in
armed conflicts. An assessment can thus be made of the theoretical
and legal work accomplished by the ICRC, which is making every
effort on the international level to offer more effective protection
to the victims of conflicts.

The Report ends with the present financial position of the
ICRC and its administration of special funds.
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