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IN MEMORY OF GEORGES OLIVET

It will be recalled that on 13 December 1961, Georges Olivet,
a delegate of the International Committee, died on Red Cross
service. This took place in Katanga when, in the middle of the
fighting, he tried to save the lives of those undergoing intensive fire.
In this he did not succeed, made a further attempt, and that was
the end. He was accompanied by two volunteers of the Katanga
Red Cross, Nicole Vroonen and Styts Smeding who suffered the
same fate.

Wishing to perpetuate its delegate's memory near where he fell,
the ICRC decided last year to send out a commemorative tablet to
the Congo. This was inaugurated in Lubumbashi on 13 December
1968, exactly seven years after this tragic event. The ceremony,
which was organized by the Red Cross of the Democratic Republic
of the Congo, was dignified and worthy of Georges Olivet's generous
personality.

Present were many senior government officials from Kinshasa,
including representatives of the Ministries of Health, Labour and
Social Welfare, as well as the President of the Red Cross of the
Congo accompanied by two members of the Central Committee.
The Governor-General of Katanga Province was also present as
were members of the Diplomatic Corps in Lubumbashi.

The tablet was placed in the wall of a room beside the main
entrance of the Queen Elisabeth hospital. This was where Georges
Olivet had worked and where the ceremony took place. The tablet
was unveiled during an address by Mr. L. Kizyala, Provincial
President of the Lubumbashi Red Cross, by Mr. L. Engulu, Gov-
ernor of the Province. A few words were then said by the Swiss
Consul in Lubumbashi who, like Mr. Kizyala, had known Georges
Olivet personally. He recalled the circumstances in which the
ICRC delegate lost his life.
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On behalf of the Congolese Government and Nation, Mr. Bukasa
stressed the great value of an example such as that of Georges
Olivet's sacrifice. " Future generations will have occasion to know
the splendour of the Red Cross ideal and the devotion of a man
animated by ardour in the service of mankind." Mr. J.-P. Bompese,
President of the Red Cross of the Congo, then spoke. Recalling the
events in the life of Georges Olivet he brought out their inner
meaning and in the same high-minded spirit united the names of
the delegate of the ICRC with his two companions. " May these
martyrs of brotherly love here find the tribute of our profound
gratitude." He then concluded: " I would ask the local authorities
and members of the Provincial Committee of the Red Cross to
take all the necessary measures to safeguard and preserve this
tablet."

The International Committee keeps fresh the memory of Georges
Olivet and is grateful to the Red Cross of the Congo for its much
appreciated support in this demonstration of fidelity.
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