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Vth Hygiene and Preventive Medicine Congress, Rome 1968, Informations
societies, Paris, 1969, No. 3.

The question may be asked whether voluntary organizations still
have a place in educative and social medicine.

In fact, in every country, voluntary workers are rare and voluntary
organizations have to appeal to the national treasury. Moreover, the
elimination of each particular social scourge requires an appropriate
organization. However, resources are limited. Sometimes there is a
committee, even several, for a single disease, which is a useless dispersal
of effort.

By contrast, it would appear desirable that one agency alone should
study all problems relative to prevention and hygiene education.

It is clear from this symposium that a twofold line of conduct is
necessary for voluntary organizations in their dealings with public
authorities: to urge adoption of measures in this field and then to back
up the action taken. It is not sufficient merely to decide on a number of
compulsory measures, the population must be informed about them.
For a policy of preventive medicine to be really effective, there must be
" militant health teams " to contribute to the public education to improve
hygienic and social practices.

Voluntary organizations are still useful, but to be effective they
must periodically revise their methods.

Outlook on Medical Data Processing, by A. Besson, Medecine et Hygiene,
1968, No 837.

The neologism " data processing " is used to imply a present-day
phenomenon, perhaps a science; the collection and judicious use of
significant information. There is no doubt that medical science will
progress in extraordinary fashion under the influence of such methods
of investigation. Nevertheless, application of data processing to medical
work is difficult. It is true that our examination, diagnostic and treatment
techniques are subject to rules, but either these rules may be adapted
to all situations, in which case they can be expressed only in encyclo-
paedias, or they are adumbrated, simplified so that they can be easily
transmitted, and consequently are not valid for a particular patient.
(Summary.)
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