
BOOKS AND REVIEWS

The problem of the United Nations had to be broached and this
the author has not failed to do. Only intervening in conflicts of the
" internationalized civil war" type, the United Nations have
declared that they are willing to submit to the principles of the
international Conventions. Mr. Haug none the less very clearly
expresses the hope that the UN will become a direct party to the
Geneva Conventions of 1949.

As regards the indispensable development of the law of war, he
only sees the Red Cross capable of promoting it, at least in the
present circumstances.

Clarity, concision and objectivity are the characteristics of
these few pages in which the author gives exposition of a problem
as complex as it is important.

J. J. G. de RUEDA: " CIENCIA HUMANITARIA " *

The author, who is Chairman of the Mexican Red Cross Inter-
national Relations Commission and that National Society's repre-
sentative in Europe, was adviser to the ICRC and the League for
many years. In addition, he has published studies in several Red
Cross publications and, in 1963, a book entitled " La Cruz Roja en
mi vida y mi vida en la Cruz Roja " in which he gave an account
of his broad experience of humanitarian work. His new book,
sponsored and distributed by the Mexican Red Cross, will therefore
be sure of arousing interest.

This book gives his personal views on what he calls the " human-
itarian science ". This is based, in his opinion, on Red Cross
principles but far exceeds the Red Cross field of action. The title
should be taken to signify the knowledge which, being concentrated
with ever increasing intensity, is now acquiring greater importance
for its basic purpose is to protect mankind from the threat of so
many attitudes and inventions: man's attitude to man, too often
negative, even hostile, and scientific discoveries which in themselves
are favourable but the practical applications of which seem too

1 Mexico, 1969, 108 pages.
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often harmful. Mr. de Rueda mentions inter alia biology and
physics and he explains in a convincing manner the need of the
world today to safeguard the human character of certain under-
takings and administrations whose constant growth and mechanisa-
tion are becoming dangerous. He has some eloquent passages on
the humanisation of hospitals, a subject with which he is very
familiar and in connection with which he recalls the memory of
Dr. P. Delore, who was one of the first to stress the urgency of the
problem. The author also shows the extent of the threats hanging
over us, pointing out with justified concern the changes being
wrought to nature everywhere; and which cannot fail to have
repercussions on man's physical and mental health.

Mr. de Rueda has subtitled his book Difusidn de los Convenios
de Ginebra. He no doubt thereby wishes to give a reminder that it
was the Red Cross which originated these Conventions and also
began the struggle, amidst the fighting, to safeguard human lives
and human dignity. This implies also the defence of man's true
environment in which he continually draws renewed strength. And
the spirit of the Geneva Conventions is the same: ensure respect
for the distressed, all too often humiliated and helpless, victims of
war and internal disturbances.

Also in time of peace victims need help and the Red Cross gives
it them. The work which is carried out under this sign throughout the
world is testimony to the usefulness of such actions. Its prodigious
growth and the fact that it reaches so many new fields show how
urgent it is. That, presumably, was the first idea which induced
Mr. de Rueda to write a book where the spirit of generosity for
which he is known is evident throughout. T r T

HANS G. KNITEL: « LE ROLE DE LA CROIX-ROUGE DANS LA
PROTECTION INTERNATIONALE DES DROITS DE L'HOMME » 1

The author of a report submitted to the French Section of the
International Law Study and Research Centre made a welcome
contribution to International Human Rights Year.

1 Osterreichische Zeitschrift fur dffentliches Recht, Vienna, vol. 19, 1969.
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