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Meeting of Experts at ICRC headquarters

Apart from the practical work it carries on in many regions of
the world for the benefit of victims of war and internal disturbances,
the International Committee of the Red Cross unremittingly pur-
sues its mission of diminishing as much as possible the evils engen-
dered by hostilities of all kinds. The United Nations, as is well known,
has displayed its concern for this problem in a resolution adopted
unanimously by its General Assembly in December 1968.1

In order to prepare important proposals on this subject for
submission to the next International Conference of the Red Cross
in Istanbul in September 1969, the ICRC, as usual, deemed it
expedient to consult a number of highly qualified persons, reputed
for their knowledge of law, international relations and military
problems. These experts, from various countries, were invited in
their personal capacities to a private meeting at ICRC headquarters
from the 24th to the 28th February. They examined ways and means
of reaffirming and reinforcing the principles of international human-
itarian law on limitations to the conduct of hostilities, the prohibition
on the use of certain weapons and the protection of human beings in
the event of armed conflict of international or internal character.

The meeting was attended by General A. Beaufre (Paris),
Dr. M. Belaouane (Algiers), Mr. A. Buchan (London), General
E. L. M. Burns (Ottawa), Prof. B. Graefrath (Berlin-DDR), Ambas-
sador E. Hambro (Oslo-New York), Prof. R. Hingorani (Patna),
Judge Keba M'baye (Dakar), Ambassador L. E. Makonnen (Addis
Ababa-New York), General A. E. Martola (Helsinki-Nicosia), Sena-
tor Prof. A. Matine-Daftary (Teheran), Mr. Sean MacBride (Dublin-
Geneva), Prof. Seha L. Meray (Ankara), Prof. J. Patrnogic (Bel-
grade), Prof. B. Roeling (Groningen), Mr. M. Schreiber, Director of
the United Nations Human Rights Division, Prof. R. Taoka (Kyoto)
Baron C.F. von Weizsaecker (Hamburg). In addition, the ICRC
will individually consult other eminent persons, particularly in
Europe, Africa and Latin America, who were unable to attend the
meeting.

1 See International Review, January 1969.
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