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Africa
Missions from Geneva
Mr. Jean-Pierre Hocke, ICRC Director for Operational Activities, went on mission to Ethiopia from 24-30 April. While in
Addis Ababa, he was received by Lieutenant Colonel Mengistu
Haile Mariam, Head of State and Chairman of the Provisional
Military Administration Council. Their talks centred mainly on
ICRC assistance to Ethiopia.
Mr. Jean-David Chappuis, ICRC deputy delegate general for
Africa, went on mission to Angola from 27 February to 11 March
accompanied by Mr. Andreas Lendorff, Head of the ICRC Relief
Division. The purpose of their visit was mainly to assess relief work
with the ICRC delegation and to plan the future of this work,
particularly as regards certain logistic problems.
From 22 April to 5 May, Mr. Chappuis first visited Ethiopia
and then continued to Sudan to discuss various aspects of assistance work in these two countries with the ICRC delegations
there.
Southern Africa
On 16 March 27 people detained by UNITA (National Union
for the Total Independence of Angola), i.e. 17 Filipinos, 5 Portuguese, 3 British and 2 Americans, were released and handed over to
the ICRC, which took them by air to Johannesburg and delivered
them to the consular authorities of their respective countries.
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Angola
In March and April the ICRC's assistance work for displaced
people in Angola continued in the provinces of Huambo and
Benguela. Its activities in Bie province, which had been suspended
for one month at the authorities' request, were resumed on
15 March and the feeding centre in Kuito, which had been destroyed as the result of an armed attack was set up again.
The ICRC continued to ship relief supplies (8,215 tonnes of
food transported within two months on board 8 cargo ships) to the
ports along the Atlantic coast from where they were flown by
wide-bodied aircraft to warehouses in Huambo, Kuito and Benguela; from there, six light aircraft carried out a total of 1,828 flights to
supply the various ICRC distribution points in the townships. In
March 1,304 tonnes of relief supplies were distributed to some
122,000 people; in April 118,000 people were given 1,280 tonnes of
relief supplies.
Medical aid was also continued. An anti-measles vaccination
campaign was set up by the ICRC in those provinces where it is
operational. In addition, in view of the serious undernourishment
in the city of Huambo, the ICRC established therapeutic departments in each feeding centre. As at 30 April, 10,780 underno
urished children were being fed in 22 feeding centres run by the
ICRC and some 73,400 of their direct family members were receiving food rations.
Medicaments and medical items were supplied to the dispensaries and hospitals where the ICRC could monitor their use. ICRC
teams and Angolan teams gave an average of 20,000 medical consultations per month. In addition, 174 wounded and seriously ill
were evacuated to hospitals in the provinces and 218 patients were
taken home at the end of their treatment.
The orthopaedic centre in Bomba Alta (Huambo) fitted 86 patients with appliances and repaired 810prostheses and crutches.
Finally, the ICRC Tracing Agency office in Angola handled
53 requests for news and exchanged 39 family messages.
At the end of April, there were 105 people (including 22 assigned to flight operations) employed in the ICRC delegation in
Angola; this total number included 15 people seconded to the
ICRC by the Red Cross Societies of Belgium, Canada, Denmark,
Finland, Ireland, Norway, Portugual, the Federal Republic of Germany and the United Kingdom.
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Republic of South Africa
In March and April, ICRC delegates continued the surveys they
had been conducting since the beginning of the year. They visited
the regions of Natal, KwaZulu, Orange Free State, Cape Province,
Qwaqwa, KwaNdebele, Lebowa, Gazankulu, KaNgwane and Venda with a view to establishing or renewing contacts with branches
of the South African Red Cross and to see at first hand how the
situation was developing in the regions affected by the disturbances
and tension.
As part of its assistance programmes the delegation in Pretoria
provided 468 food parcels to former detainees and detainees' families in need, and gave various other relief supplies totalling
86,000 Swiss francs.
Namibia/South-West Africa
On 26 March two ICRC delegates visited 19 prisoners and
detainees in Windhoek prison.
As part of its assistance programme the ICRC supplied
255 food parcels and various relief supplies to a value of
15,500 Swiss francs. In addition, it provided protein-enriched cereals for infants suffering from malnutrition in Kavango and Damaraland and food (maize, sugar, powdered milk and vegetable oil) to
school children in Damaraland and Rehoboth.
Mozambique
The ICRC supplied medical assistance to about ten health
centres and surgical hospitals in Mocuba and Quelimane, in Zambezia province. An ICRC nurse, based in Quelimane, the provincial
capital, organized the evacuation by air of some wounded and sick
people to hospitals. Between 30 March and 4 May an ICRC aircraft carried out 38 flights to transport 13.5 tonnes of medicaments,
material and various relief supplies (clothing, soap) destined either
for the ICRC, the «Mozambique Red Cross», or the Mozambique
Ministry of Health. These flights also enabled 8 wounded and
12 sick people to be evacuated to the hospitals and 40 people to be
taken home at the end of their treatment.
In addition, the orthopaedic centre in Maputo fitted 20 patients
with appliances and manufactured 24prostheses and six wheelchairs.
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Uganda

In March, ICRC delegates visited 7 prisons and 8 police stations
holding 3,140 people, including 27 detainees who came within the
competence of the ICRC; in April, visits were made to 9 prisons
and 7 police stations where a total of 1,072 people were held,
including 33 within the competence of the ICRC. Relief supplies
were distributed during these visits.
In co-operation with the Ugandan authorities, the ICRC organized the transfer of 154 displaced persons housed in transit camps.
It also registered 19 requests for news about detainees.
Two ICRC delegates, including a doctor, conducted a survey in
the transit camps in Nakazi and Kibizi. As a result of fresh
approaches to the authorities, the delegation in Kampala was
authorized to resume part of its assistance work in the region
known as the «Luwero triangle» north of the capital; this work on
behalf of the civilian population displaced in the districts of Mpigi,
Mubende and Luwero had been suspended in July 1984 because of
security problems. The relief supplies provided by the ICRC for
March and April came to 202 tonnes, including 189 tonnes of
food.
Because hazardous conditions impeded movements over land,
medical work was confined to the transit camp in Kampala (the
"Yellow House"), where 1,700 consultations were given to the
displaced population.
Ethiopia

As part of its joint relief operation with the Ethiopian Red
Cross, the ICRC distributed 6,413 tonnes of food in March to some
472,700 people affected by the conflict situation and by the drought
prevailing mainly in the northern region of Ethiopia. In April the
amount of food distributed came to 6,792 tonnes in aid of 518,400
beneficiaries, i.e. 45,000 more than during previous months.
Although the figures for April show an increase of 20% over
March, the ICRC's activities were none the less hindered by certain
logistic problems: a shortage of lorries and aircraft fuel, impassible
roads, deteriorating safety, especially in Wollo and Tigre.
The ICRC's fleet of aircraft was augmented by a fourth aeroplane, a "Hercules", bringing the number now to four wide-bodied
aircraft and three light aircraft used to bring relief supplies to
villages inaccessible by road; taking off from Addis Ababa and
Asmara, these wide-bodied aircraft will thus be able to transport
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food and seeds to Tigre until the end of June to build up the
necessary stocks before the rainy season. The ICRC is using 33
articulated lorries for road transport; it has rented 28 vehicles on
the spot, pending the arrival of about 50 others to supplement its
fleet.
It should be noted that all the ICRC's relief activities are carried
out in close co-operation with the Ethiopian Red Cross. Every
month an average of 230 staff members from the National Society
and 650 workers recruited locally, on a daily basis, actively take
part in distributions of relief supplies.
As regards medical aid, ICRC delegates have conducted surveys
in Tigre, Eritrea and Gondar (Afabet, Dabat, Debark) and supplied medicaments and medical items to health centres, clinics and
dispensaries, particularly in order to combat the diarrhoea epidemic among the inhabitants of Maychew, Mehoni and Mekele.
Three doctors, 12 nurses and 5 assistants continued to run the
ICRC feeding centres in Mekele, Axum, Adwa, Maychew, Mehoni
and Hamus, where an average of about 4,000 children receive
therapeutic feeding care every month.
The orthopaedic centres in Asmara and Harar, where eight
ICRC prosthetists assisted by 11 local employees are working,
fitted 41 patients with appliances and manufactured 62 prostheses.
In March and April, the ICRC organized 67 information meetings about the Red Cross movement and the fundamental rules of
humanitarian law: the ICRC's role of protection and assistance
activites were explained in these meetings to an audience of 25,000
people, including politicians, civil servants, officers and soldiers,
teachers, students and schoolchildren.
As at 30 April, the ICRC delegation in Ethiopia consisted of
67 people, including 15 seconded by the National Red Cross Societies of Australia, Austria, Finland, Ireland, France, New Zealand, the Federal Republic of Germany and the United Kingdom.
Sudan

In March and April, the ICRC delegation in Khartum supplied
2,244.7 tonnes of food (wheat-flour, lentils, powdered milk, oil) and
various relief supplies (blankets, clothing, cooking utensils, hoes) to
people displaced from Tigre, and 44.5 tonnes of food and bedding
items to Ethiopian refugees in Sudan.
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The ICRC Tracing Agency office forwarded 90 family messages
between Ethiopian and Ugandan refugees in Sudan and their families; moreover, it was able to discover the whereabouts of
77 Ethiopian refugees and 47 Ugandan refugees about whom
requests for news had been made.
The orthopaedic re-education centre in Kassala fitted 41 patients with appliances in March and April.
Chad

In March and April, 43.2 tonnes of food and various relief
supplies were delivered by the ICRC for detainees in the central
prison of N'Djamena.
An ICRC doctor and a nurse kept a regular check on the
detainees' state of health and organized a vaccination campaign
against tetanus and yellow fever.
Zaire

In March, ICRC delegates carried out four visits to three places
of detention in Kinshasa and saw 133 detainees, including 40 within
the ICRC's competence. In April, three visits were made to two
places of detention where 117 detainees were being housed, including 47 within the ICRC's competence.
The detainees and their families were provided with relief supplies, i.e. 250 and 120 beneficiaries in March and April respectively.
An ICRC delegate gave two lectures on the fundamental rules
of humanitarian law—one to about 300 people at the opening of
the Red Cross Week and the other to an audience estimated at
230 people.
Regional delegation in Togo

The ICRC regional delegate, based in Lome (Togo), was in
Gambia from 11 to 18 March and had discussions with the Minister
of the Interior and the Minister for Foreign Affairs, as well as with
the commander of the armed forces and senior members of the
Gambia Red Cross. Among other matters, the discussions dealt
with the accession of Gambia to the Protocols additional to the
Geneva Conventions, the dissemination of knowledge of interna167

INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE

EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES

tional humanitarian law among the armed forces and the training
of local and national cadres of the National Society.
From 19 to 23 March the regional delegate, accompanied by a
legal adviser from Geneva, went to Liberia and met the VicePresident of the Republic, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, the
Minister of State for Presidential Affairs, as well as the senior
members of the Liberian Red Cross. The questions raised during
these discussions concerned the accession of Liberia to the Protocols additional to the Geneva Conventions and the development of
the National Society.
From 3 to 9 April and from 9 to 17 April the regional delegate
visited Niger and the Ivory Coast respectively. The purpose of his
visits was to make contact with the National Society in each of
these countries with a view to co-operating in training members of
the Red Cross and to making the authorities aware of the need to
disseminate knowledge of international humanitarian law.
Finally, from 29 April to 3 May, the regional delegate and a
delegate from Geneva took part in a seminar on international
humanitarian law in Accra {Ghana) organized by the Ghana Association of Teachers. Three lectures were given by the delegates to
some 90 participants from the armed forces, the police, the
National Society and representatives from the Ministries of Justice,
Health, the Interior and Foreign Affairs.
Zambia
The ICRC regional delegate, based in Harare (Zimbabwe), took
part in a dissemation seminar for the Zambian army on 24 and
25 April, attended by some 200 senior officers. The delegate gave a
lecture, accompanied by films, on international humanitarian law
and the activities of the ICRC and emphasized four main points:
the difficulty of respecting and ensuring respect for the Geneva
Conventions, the importance of disseminating knowledge of international humanitarian law, the possible accession of Zambia to the
Protocols additional to the Geneva Conventions and relations
between the armed forces, the ICRC and the National Society.
Comoros Islands
From 22 to 24 March the ICRC regional delegate, based in
Nairobi (Kenya), went on mission to the Comoros Islands and took
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part in a seminar organized by the "Comoran Red Crescent" on
the dissemination of knowledge and the development of the essential rules of humanitarian law; he also attended the annual meeting
of this Society.
North Africa
Algeria

Two ICRC delegates, accompanied by a doctor, were in Algeria
from 29 April to 2 May; they had discussions with the President of
the Algerian Red Crescent and visited one place of detention, where
they registered 35 Moroccan prisoners held by the Algerian armed
forces since 1984.
Conflict in the Western Sahara

From 3 to 7 March, three ICRC delegates, including a doctor,
conducted a medico-nutritional survey in the Sahrawi refugee
camps in Tindouf. On the basis of the results of this mission the
ICRC launched an appeal to a number of National Red Cross and
Red Crescent Societies to take part in a medical and food aid
programme on behalf of some 80,000 people.

Latin America
Missions from Geneva

Mr. Alexandre Hay, President of the ICRC, accompanied by
Mr. Andre Pasquier, delegate general for Latin America, visited El
Salvador from 19 to 25 April. During his visit, he met in San
Salvador the highest authorities in the country, in particular the
President of the Republic, Mr. Napoleon Duarte, General Vides
Casanova, Minister of Defence, Dr. Jorge Eduardo Tenorio, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr. Ricardo J. Lopez, Minister of
Finance and former President of the Salvadoran Red Cross, Colonel Lopez Nuila, Deputy Minister of Public Security, and Mgr.
Arturo Rivera y Damas, Archbishop of San Salvador.
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On 24 April, the President of the ICRC was present at the
inaugural session of the Salvadoran Red Cross centenary ceremonies. To mark the occasion, the ICRC presented twelve ambulances
to the National Society. In addition, the President of the ICRC
participated in the first day of a Technical Seminar for senior
officials of Central and North American National Societies, representatives of the League of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
and of the ICRC.
After accompanying President Hay to El Salvador, Mr. Pasquier went to Nicaragua to review ICRC activities with the delegation and to make contact with the authorities.

Dr. Athos Gallino, member of the ICRC, accompanied by Mr.
Andre Pasquier, was present in Costa Rica, at the official ceremony, on 5 May at San Jose, marking the centenary of the Costa
Rican Red Cross. In a speech he delivered on this occasion, he
expressed the ICRC's wish to strengthen its collaboration with the
National Society, in particular in the area near the border with
Nicaragua. Dr. Gallino announced the gift of four ambulances
intended for these frontier zones.
In addition, Mr. Pasquier reviewed current activities with the
ICRC regional delegation at San Jose.
El Salvador
In March, ICRC delegates made 138 visits to places of detention in El Salvador administered by the Ministries of Justice and
Defence. During these visits, they registered 119 new detainees
imprisoned for security reasons (of whom 50 were in the eastern
departments) and they had interviews without witnesses with them.
In April, 149 new detainees were seen and registered (of whom 74 in
the eastern areas) in the course of 150 visits.
The three ICRC Tracing Agency offices, situated at San Salvador, San Miguel and Santa Ana, recorded 238 tracing requests
concerning persons declared missing or presumed in captivity. In
addition, these offices received 1,428 visitors seeking information
about the fate of members of their families. The ICRC also carried
out the transfer of 69 civilians evacuated from a conflict zone to a
displaced persons camp.
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Food aid provided to the civilian populations affected by the
combat totalled 444.7 tonnes in the central zone (Cabanas, Chalatenango, Cuscatlan, Sonsonate, San Vicente, San Salvador and La
Libertad departments and 1,635.7 tonnes in the eastern region (San
Miguel, Usulutan, La Union and Morazan departments). The
number of beneficiaries amounted to 115,000 persons in March
and 122,000 persons in April.
In spite of difficulties in travelling, due to the unsafe conditions,
ICRC and Salvadoran Red Cross medical teams, based at San
Salvador and San Miguel, gave 11,655 medical consultations (including 2,325 dental examinations) during their rounds in rural
areas. Medicines and medical material valued at 128,000 Swiss
francs were handed over to hospitals, first-aid posts and branches
of the National Society.
Nicaragua

In March, the ICRC delegates in Nicaragua visited five places
of detention administered by the regional penitentiary systems of
Granada, Juigalpa, Esteli, Matagalpa and Chinandega, where they
registered 32 new detainees. In April, a complete visit was made to
the Tipitapa prison at Managua where 2,750 security detainees
were being held. The ICRC delegates had interviews without witnesses with 750 of them, in accordance with customary ICRC
procedure. In addition, the ICRC medical team gave consultations
to nearly 500 detainees.
During these visits, almost 43 tonnes of relief supplies (food,
hygiene requisites and leisure articles) valued at 130,000 Swiss
francs were handed over for the detainees. Medicines and medical
material worth 10,000 Swiss francs were also distributed. In addition, the ICRC delegation handed out more than 2,300 food rations
(value: 76,000 Swiss francs) to the needy families of detainees.
During their visit to Tipitapa prison and while travelling in the
Nueva Guinea, Rio San Juan and Tasba Pri regions, the ICRC
delegates collected and distributed family messages exchanged
between the detainees and their families; 1,286 messages were thus
transmitted through the intermediary of the ICRC Tracing Agency
office at Managua.
The ICRC moreover continued, in co-operation with the Nicaragua Red Cross, its assistance programme on behalf of displaced
persons, mostly Miskito Indians in the regions situated along the
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Atlantic coast. Food, blankets, kitchen utensils and basic medicines
were sent by boat from Puerto Cabezas (Zelaya Norte region) and
Bluefields (Zelaya Sur region) for distribution to the displaced
populations in some thirty villages. This aid amounted to 75 tonnes
with a value of 125,000 Swiss francs and reached some 10,000
beneficiaries. A medical team also accompanied the delegates responsible for relief and made nutritional surveys in the townships
visited.
Lastly, three ICRC prosthetists working in collaboration with
Nicaraguan technicians at the "Aldo Chavarria" government
orthopaedic centre at Managua, fitted 6 patients with appliances
and manufactured some forty artificial limbs.

Regional delegation in Costa Rica
The ICRC regional delegate based at San Jose (Costa Rica)
went on a brief mission to Panama, on 4 and 5 March, in particular
to discuss the dissemination of knowledge of humanitarian rules
within the National Red Cross Society and among the armed
forces, and the ratification of the Protocols additional to the Geneva Conventions.
From 10 to 18 March, the regional delegate, accompanied by
another ICRC delegate, went on mission to Haiti, where they
visited, in accordance with customary ICRC criteria, three places of
detention holding a total of 37 detainees. During this mission, the
ICRC representatives had talks with the Ministers of Foreign
Affairs and of the Interior and finalized the technical details of
ICRC food aid to the Haiti Red Cross for its programmes for
people in need.
Following his mission to Haiti, the regional delegate went to the
Dominican Republic. In Santo Domingo, on 19 March, he was
received by the President of the Republic, Mr Jorge Blanco, and the
Minister of Defence, and he met leaders of the National Red Cross
Society. The principal subjects dealt with during the course of
discussion were the accession of the Dominican Republic to the
Protocols additional to the Geneva Conventions and the dissemination of knowledge of international humanitarian law among the
armed forces. The ICRC delegate also gave several talks on humanitarian law and the Red Cross movement, illustrated by films, to
members of the Dominican Red Cross.
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Regional delegation in Colombia

From 22 to 25 March, the ICRC regional delegate based at
Bogota visited Guyana to discuss with the authorities questions
concerning the dissemination of international humanitarian law
among the armed forces and the accession of the Guyana Government to the Protocols additional to the Geneva Conventions. The
regional delegate had talks with the Ministers of Foreign Affairs
and of Health, the Civil Defence Coordinator and the Deputy Chief
of the General Staff of the Armed Forces. He also met leaders of
the Guyana Red Cross.
On 22 April, the regional delegate went to Ecuador where he
had talks with representatives of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs,
Defence and the Interior, as well as of the national Penitentiary
Service and the executive board of the Ecuadorean Red Cross.
Chile

Continuing the visits to places of detention in Chile, two ICRC
delegates went on 3 April to Pisagua, a place situated in the north
of Chile, some 2,000 km from Santiago, where they had access to
269 persons relegated for security reasons.
In addition, a complete new series of visits to detainees began
on 22 April. Four delegates visited three places of detention in
Santiago where they saw a total of 99 detainees, including 18
women. From 29 April to 4 May, the ICRC delegates made a
round of the north of the country and visited Antofagasta, Conchi,
Arica, Iquique and again Pisagua. They saw 198 persons, in accordance with customary ICRC procedure.

Paraguay

From 8 to 19 April, the ICRC regional delegate based at
Buenos Aires visited Paraguay where he had talks with representatives of the authorities, in particular the Minister of the Interior, the
President of the Supreme Court of Justice and the Director General
of penitentiary establishments.
During his mission, the regional delegate paid a further visit to
security detainees, in the course of which he saw 14 persons at
Asuncion and 10 detainees at Ciudad Presidente Stroessner.
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Peru
The ICRC continued its visits to security detainees in Peru. In
March and April, 61 persons held in five places of detention were
seen according to the customary ICRC procedure.

Asia/Pacific
Missions from Geneva
From 19 to 30 March, Mr. Jean de Courten, ICRC delegate
general for Asia and the Pacific, carried out a mission which took
him first to Thailand, then Kampuchea and Viet Nam. At Bangkok,
Phnom Penh and Hanoi, Mr. de Courten had talks, both at governmental level and with senior members of the Red Cross Societies, concerning ICRC activities in each of the countries visited.
Mr. Michel Amiguet, deputy delegate general for Asia and the
Pacific, visited the Philippines from 3 to 17 March to review ICRC
protection and assistance activities in the country with the delegation there.
Afghanistan conflict
On 21 March, a delegate and an ICRC interpreter visited the
three Soviet soldiers captured in Afghanistan by opposition movements and transfered by the ICRC to Switzerland for a two-year
period of internment with the agreement of all parties concerned.
Pakistan
Following serious fighting in the Afghan provinces bordering
on Pakistan, the ICRC hospitals at Peshawar and Quetta (Pakistan) registered, in March and April, a large number of admissions
of wounded and of surgical operations: 370 wounded were received
at Peshawar and 628 surgical operations were performed, while the
Quetta hospital admitted 154 wounded and performed 276 operations.
The Pakistan Red Crescent first-aid mobile teams, based at
Parachinar, Miram Shah, Wana, Chaman and Badini, provided
care for 285 Afghan wounded crossing the frontier and evacuated
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197 of them to the two ICRC hospitals. In this connection, the
head of the ICRC delegation at Peshawar went on mission at the
beginning of April to Miram Shah, in the tribal zones of North
Waziristan, to evaluate the functioning of the first aid team posted
to this township.
The ICRC also continued its training programme in first aid
and the dissemination of knowledge of humanitarian rules and the
Red Cross principles. It held two first aid courses at Peshawar, in
March and April, each lasting one month, in which 33 Afghans
took part; 808 persons took part in 36 other two-day courses
("short courses"). At Quetta, 27 students successfully took the
"long course" and 125 others followed the elementary instruction
on the Red Cross. Furthermore, a parallel training programme
started in March at Chaman where one of the Pakistan Red Crescent mobile medical teams is based.
Khmer-Thai frontier

In March and April, the continuation of violent fighting on the
Khmer-Thai frontier, particularly in the northern and central sectors, resulted in an influx of wounded and led the ICRC to augment its operating team at the Kab Cherng hospital with staff from
the Khao-I-Dang hospital. The number of admissions to the KhaoI-Dang hospital came to 577 (including 329 war casualties) and to
the Kab Cherng hospital to 248 (including 143 war casualties).
The work of the ICRC Tracing Agency office at Bangkok
showed a marked increase following the displacements of populations along the Khmer-Thai frontier; 5,592 letters were exchanged between the refugees and their families settled either in a
camp or abroad, as against 3,498 letters in January/February. In
addition, 2,439 tracing requests were handled and one family reunification arranged. For Vietnamese refugees at the Khmer-Thai
frontier, the ICRC transmitted 1,257 letters, handled 231 tracing
requests and carried out 661 transfers between camps.
The relief supplies distributed by ICRC delegates in the refugee
camps and the Aranyaprathet prison (bedding, kitchen utensils,
clothing, hygiene requisites and food) totalled 111,000 Swiss francs
in March/April.
Kampuchea

In March and April, ICRC delegates visited the Phnom Penh
hospitals as well as hospitals in Kompong Speu, Kampot, Kandal,
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Kompong Cham and Kompong Chhnang provinces. These visits
served to evaluate needs and led to the provision of assistance
totalling 112,000 Swiss francs.
The ICRC continued to provide financial, logistic and administrative support to the French, Swedish and Swiss Red Cross
Society teams operating, respectively, in Phnom Penh, Kompong
Chhnang and Kompong Cham. As the authorities of the People's
Republic of Kampuchea have accepted the offer of the Australian
Red Cross to send a medical team to Kompong Speu, that team
will also benefit from the same ICRC support.
The programme of assistance to orphanages was successfully
carried out with the distribution of various articles (hygiene requisites, household items, clothing) to five orphanages in Kompong
Speu, Kompong Chhnang, Kampot, Kompong Cham and Battambang provinces. This assistance benefited 695 children and
amounted to 35,990 Swiss francs. Moreover, 8.2 tonnes of medicines and other relief supplies were flown in by the ICRC from
Bangkok to Phnom Penh, via Ho Chi-Minh City, in addition to 9.3
tonnes of relief supplies sent by sea.
The authorities of the People's Republic of Kampuchea also
approved the ICRC proposal to distribute first-aid kits containing
a card for combatants setting out the fundamental humanitarian
rules, in regions affected by the fighting. A batch of 10,000 first aid
kits will consequently be handed to the local Red Cross for distribution. Similarly, 30,000 copies of the "School Manual" in the
Khmer language, describing the origins, history and work of the
ICRC, have been given to the local Red Cross for schools in the
region.
Viet Nam
Within the framework of its repatriation and family reunification programme for persons of Chinese origin having relatives in
Taiwan, the ICRC arranged the transportation of 191 persons from
Viet Nam to Taiwan via Bangkok on 18 April. This programme,
carried out jointly by the ICRC delegations at Bangkok and Hanoi,
has hitherto enabled 5,394 persons to be repatriated since it began
in 1976.
Indonesia/East Timor
Starting on 15 April, ICRC delegates visited persons from East
Timor arrested in connection with the events. They visited the
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prisons of Cipinang and Tangerang (Jakarta) and Comarca and
Becora (on the island of Timor) where they saw a total of 228
prisoners in accordance with ICRC customary procedure.
The delegates also visited the island of Atauro, where there are
still some 1,270 displaced persons.
They also went to the Ainaro region in the interior of Timor
island in order to evaluate the medico-nutritional condition and
needs of a group of some 600 persons who had been brought to this
area after having been displaced to Atauro.
In addition, on 26 April, the ICRC arranged for the transport
of seven persons from Timor to Portugal, within the framework of
the repatriation and family reunification programme.
Philippines

Continuing the series of visits started in July 1984, the ICRC
delegates visited 19 places of detention and one hospital situated in
the central and southern part of the country, as well as in Manila;
they saw a total of 138 security detainees.
The medico-nutritional assistance programme undertaken by
the Philippine National Red Cross and the ICRC on behalf of
displaced persons continued at Mindanao. This assistance consists
of general distributions of rice and oil, as well as supplementary
feeding for vulnerable groups, medical care and sanitation measures.
It should be noted that the mission of an ICRC nutrition expert,
undertaken in collaboration with the Philippine National Red
Cross and the ICRC medical co-ordinator, enabled the mediconutritional survey to be completed.
In addition, talks on ICRC activities were given to a group of
Philippine journalists during a seminar held by the National Press
Club, and on two other occasions to audiences composed of more
than fifty officers of the armed forces. A conference was also held
for future Philippine diplomats. A one-day seminar dealing with the
same topic was also held at Davao for members of the local chapter
of the Philippine Red Cross.
Lastly, intense preparatory work was undertaken in conjunction
with the National Red Cross Society and the Ministry of Education
for the dissemination campaign scheduled to take place in June in
Mindanao and North Samar schools. To this end, 220,000 series of
six cartoon strips on subjects concerning the Red Cross were
printed for distribution to pupils.
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Middle East
Lebanon
The months of March and April were marked by a distinct
deterioration in the situation in Lebanon. The violent clashes,
particularly in the southern part of the country and in Beirut,
forced the ICRC to considerably step up its emergency work,
especially medical, food and material assistance. On 9 April,
Mr. Jean Hoefliger, ICRC delegate general for the Middle East
and North Africa, went to Lebanon to supervise increased deployment on the spot.
On 18 March, fighting broke out at Sidon and then spread to
the neighbouring Palestinian camps of Ain el-Helweh and MiehMieh, in April reaching the Iklim el-Kharroub region at the foot of
the Chouf mountains. The ICRC evacuated casualties during brief
lulls in the fighting and handed over medical material and relief
supplies to hospitals, in aid of combat victims. Several thousand
persons, fleeing from the combat zones, took refuge in Jezzine, a
township on the hills to the east of Sidon. About a third of these
displaced persons subsequently moved on to the Marjayoun region
where relief supplies (600 family parcels, 2,500 blankets, medicines)
were distributed to them in accordance with the needs determined
by the ICRC delegates.
At the end of March, an ICRC office was opened at Jezzine
comprising on average 7 delegates, including a doctor and three
nurses. The Red Cross Societies of Finland, Norway and Sweden
also rapidly put a surgical team at the disposal of the ICRC. On 26
April, the only functioning hospital in the area, at Kfar Falous, was
declared a neutral zone and placed under ICRC protection; however, military developments in the region obliged the ICRC to
evacuate the hospital on 30 April.
In order to meet hospital and dispensary requirements without
delay, the ICRC medical personnel increased the frequency of
surveys to ascertain needs. In March and April, some 430 standard
medical kits, valued at 121,000 Swiss francs, were distributed to
hospitals and dispensaries in Beirut and its surroundings, and in
Sidon, Jezzine and Tyre. The ICRC also delivered to the Lebanese
Red Cross (LRC) 1,140 packs of blood and 500 units of plasma
(value 88,500 Swiss francs), a gift from the Norwegian Red Cross.
It likewise handed over two ambulances to the Sidon branch of the
National Society and placed 15,000 Swiss francs at the disposal of
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the LRC for its medico-social centre at Mreijeh (southern suburbs
of Beirut) and its first-aid centre at Beiteddine (Chouf). Lastly, it
provided a contribution of 3,400 Swiss francs for the opening of a
new LRC first-aid centre at Nabatiyeh.
In March, when fighting flared up in Sidon, and particularly
following the bombardment of the neighbouring Palestinian camps,
the ICRC was the only humanitarian organization in a position to
respond immediately to the needs of the stricken population. For
two weeks it provided basic relief supplies to around 21,000 victims,
by arranging for 10 convoys to transport mainly blankets and
family parcels containing food and hygiene requisites, soap, etc;
other charitable agencies subsequently took over these distributions. In March and April, the ICRC distributed almost 40,000
blankets, 1,100 kitchen utensils and 8,600 family parcels to some
60,000 beneficiaries in Beirut, Jezzine and southern Lebanon. It
also replenished its stocks to constitute reserves for a two-week
emergency period.
In the field of protection, the ICRC delegates continued their
weekly visits to register detainees in Ansar camp in southern Lebanon, where a complete visit was made on 26 March, in accordance
with the usual ICRC procedure. At the end of March, 1,883
persons were being detained in the camp.
On 2 April, the Israeli authorities informed the ICRC of the
closing of Ansar. The next day, they handed over 752 released
detainees to the ICRC and transfered the others, i.e., over a thousand, to Atlit on Israeli territory. The ICRC announced publicly
that this transfer constituted a violation of Articles 49 and 76 of the
Fourth Geneva Convention which stipulate that protected persons
accused of offences must be detained in the occupied country and
that deportation is prohibited. The Israeli authorities stated that
these prisoners would later be returned to Lebanese territory to a
new camp at present under construction.
The ICRC aided the released detainees to return to their families in Beirut, Tyre, Nabatiyeh or Hasbaya. On 9 and 10 April,
they visited the detainees transfered to Atlit and, on 11 April, they
took charge of 32 released detainees whom they helped to return to
the place of their choice.
On 30 March, the ICRC moreover visited the three Israeli
prisoners in the hands of the "Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine/General Command". It also continued to have access to
persons detained by the various factions in the Lebanese internal
conflict.
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Conflict between Iran and Iraq

During the months of March and April, the escalation in the
war between Iran and Iraq, in particular the indiscriminate bombardment of civilian objectives, strictly prohibited by international
humanitarian law, again left in its wake suffering and desolation
which above all affected civilians.
The ICRC delegation at Teheran suggested to the Red Crescent
and the authorities of the Islamic Republic of Iran that they visit
the regions affected by the bombardments with a view to providing
assistance to the victims. On 2 April, the ICRC delegate responsible, accompanied by representatives of the National Society, visited
the two suburbs of Teheran hit by air raids. No ICRC action was
considered necessary, as the Iranian Red Crescent was able to meet
the needs both in the capital and in the provinces.
In Iraq, the ICRC delegates carried out interim visits to eight
Iranian prisoner-of-war camps and three military hospitals in
March. A complete series of customary visits to Iranian prisoners
took place in April.
In spite of the logistic problems entailed by the cancellation of
most direct flights to Baghdad and Teheran, in March and April
the Central Tracing Agency at Geneva transmitted 137,347 family
messages addressed to Iraqi prisoners of war and their families and
140,743 family messages for Iranian prisoners of war and their
families.

Europe
Spain

The ICRC carried out a new series of visits to persons detained
under anti-terrorist legislation and imprisoned in penitentiary establishments under the authority of the Ministry of Justice. From 29
April to 25 May, a team of four delegates, including one doctor,
had access to 8 places of detention where they visited 424 security
detainees, some of whom had been seen more than once. The
previous visits dated back to May 1984.
Before the start of the visits, Mr. Peter Kung, ICRC delegate
general for Europe and North America, who had accompanied the
visiting team of delegates, had talks with a high ranking official of
the Spanish Ministry of Justice, accompanied by a representative of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and with the Vice-President -and
the officer in charge of international affairs at the Spanish Red
Cross.
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