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PETER ANKER: « FRIHETENS GISLER » 1

Mr. Peter Anker who, during the Second World War, repre-
sented his country's National Red Cross in Geneva and was active
in helping Norwegian prisoners in Germany, has published an
extremely interesting book entitled " Hostages of Liberty " which
contains a summary of the long rescue operation in the success
of which, let it be said, the author played no small part. Through
the pages of this book and the many illustrations that embellish
it, we see how, from 1940 to 1945, the International Red Cross,
the Norwegian Red Cross and its delegate to the International
Red Cross went about their rescue work.

Mr. Anker speaks of the patient effort which, bit by bit, ob-
tained results, providing news of unfortunate concentration camp
internees. Parcels started to be sent and, occasionally, notes, in
the form of acknowledgements, filtered back to Geneva. Imagine
the feelings of ICRC workers and of Mr. Anker, when they saw
that those notes bore the signatures of the persons to whom the
parcels had been addressed and of other detainees too !

From a glance at the contents we see that the author recalls
certain historical facts of the inter-war period, and then he goes
on to explain the different categories of Norwegian prisoners of
war and civilian internees for whom the ICRC and the Norwegian
Red Cross were concerned up to the end of the Second World
War. At this point, Mr. Anker makes mention of General Ruge
and Colonel Hansson who were for a long time held prisoner in
Germany and whose capture cards and files, which summarize
the steps taken to help them, are still being preserved by the
Central Tracing Agency in Geneva.

It will suffice to mention a few headings from the chapter on
political prisoners in order to realize that this book teaches us
something about the constantly repeated, though ever-cautious,
humanitarian intervention in a given sector—the first efforts
of the ICRC to make contact with the internees in concentration
camps—despatch of relief supplies and the attitude of the authori-

1 Gyldendal Norsk Forlag, Oslo, 1971, 247 pp.
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ties responsible for the blockade—financing parcels—Oranien-
burg and Ravensbruck 1944—the last phase of Red Cross inter-
vention.

Then there are other chapters which describe living conditions
in German prisoner-of-war camps in terms which show that the
author sympathized deeply with the victims, and that he wishes
to leave a dispassionate and modest account of work done, under
the sign of the Red Cross, to help his compatriots. In passing,
he touches on the difficulties, disappointments and joys that he
derived from this work, in connection with which he expresses
to the ICRC, its employees in Geneva and its delegates throughout
the world, gratitude such that those concerned cannot fail to be
deeply touched. They, too, remember a time of great hardship,
but it was also a time when a relief action which achieved its aim
gave him who had carried it out almost as much joy as him who
benefited from it.

J.-G. L.

ANOUAR LOUCA: "HENRY DUNANT ET LES
ORIGINES CHEVALERESQUES DE LA CROIX-ROUGE "

The author's aim is to throw light on the evolution of a concept
that has resulted in the founding of a world-wide movement, and
this he carries out by showing how much Henry Dunant was
influenced by the Arab spirit of chivalry.

The word " chivalry " may sound rather vague perhaps, but it
evokes a fundamental attitude: "War, when waged by man,
conscious of his dignity as a human being, does not exclude the
obligation of hospitality ". In the East, Mr. Louca goes on to write,
" the principle of hospitality prevails over the furious passions of
the belligerents; the stranger within one's walls must be honoured,
even though he were transiently a foe. It was this medieval atmos-
phere of chivalry that Dunant rediscovered in North Africa ".

1 Association Suisse-Arabe, Geneva, 1971, 26 p.
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