
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES

EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES

Near East

Visits to prisoners of war

ICRC delegates in Israel, the Occupied Territories and the Arab
countries paid several visits to prisoners of war. They had the usual
interviews with prisoners without witnesses. The ICRC reports
will be transmitted to the detaining authorities and the authorities
of the countries from which the prisoners come.

In Israel, all Arab prisoners of war were visited on 29 February
and 15 March 1972 in the Sarafand military camp. There were
62 Egyptians, 42 Syrians and 1 Jordanian.

In the Arab Republic of Egypt, the ten Israeli prisoners of war
were visited by the ICRC delegate on 28 February 1972. He took
them parcels on the occasion of the Jewish festival of Purim.

In Jordan, four Israelis, who had been granted prisoner-of-war
status by the Amman authorities, were visited by the ICRC on
12 February 1972.

Family reuniting operation

A family reuniting operation took place on 8 March 1972 at El
Qantara on the Suez Canal under the auspices of the ICRC. Twenty
persons from the Arab Republic of Egypt were able to rejoin their
families in the Occupied Territory and 28 others crossed the Canal
in the opposite direction.

Israel and the occupied territories

Nineteenth series of prison visits. From 22 November to 29 Decem-
ber 1971, the ICRC delegates in Israel and the Occupied Territories
carried out the nineteenth series of prison visits. They went to
thirteen places of detention and visited more than 3,000 civilian
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Arab detainees. As usual, they enquired into the conditions of
detention and interviewed detainees without witnesses. Their
reports are submitted to the detaining authorities.

Distribution of parcels in the prisons. In February 1972, the ICRC
delegates in Israel and the Occupied Territories distributed standard
parcels containing fruit, biscuits, cigarettes and soap, in a dozen
prisons, to some 600 detainees who had not been visited by their
families for more than three months.

Free bus transport. The ICRC delegation in Israel and the Occu-
pied Territories organizes free monthly bus transport for families
who cannot afford the fare to visit relatives detained in prison.
Since January 1972, 59 buses have taken more than 3,600 persons
to the Israeli places of detention where they have been able to
visit 1,200 detainees.

Repatriation. On 3 February 1972, a Palestinian detainee in
Jordan who had been captured in March 1968 by the Israeli armed
forces was repatriated under the auspices of the ICRC.

Jordan

On 12 February 1972, the ICRC delegate in Jordan visited a
group of 18 persons being held in the Mahatta prison in Amman
and who had been deported from the Israeli-occupied territories.

Khmer Republic

Distributions of supplies. The ICRC delegate in the Khmer
Republic has recently attended several distributions of supplies in
the provinces.

On 17 February, accompanied by members of the Government
and a delegate of the League of Red Cross Societies, he went to the
Kompong Speu region to visit refugee children. Five thousand of
these children in three villages were given foodstuffs and mosquito
nets.

A few days later, the delegate and the ICRC doctor-delegate
went to Siem Re'ap where they were received by members of the
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local authorities and the Red Cross. They visited the Moni Sowath
pagoda which held 225 families (about 1,000 individuals) who had
come trom the Angkor region. They then went to the town hospital
where a hundred wounded soldiers and some twenty civilians
were being cared for. The delegate later visited three pagodas in
the Kampot region where several thousand refugees were living.

ICRC doctor-delegate's work. The ICRC doctor-delegate, working
with the mobile medical unit lent by the Khmer Red Cross, con-
tinued the medical examination of refugees in the various refugee
camps in Phnom-Penh. In the second half of February, about
150 persons were examined in the camps of Chrui Changwar,
Chiat Kang, Wath Traing Lim and Iem Tok.

Republic of Vietnam

ICRC delegates and doctor-delegates in the Republic of Vietnam
visited several places of detention: the prisoner-of-war camp at
Phu-Quoc (from 24 to 29 January), the Duy-Tan Vietnamese
military hospital at Danang (3 February) and the correctional
institution at Ban-Me-Thuot (22 February). In addition, on
11 February, they distributed parcels containing toilet requisites,
sleeping mats and mosquito nets to 60 wounded prisoners of war
at the Cong-Hoa military hospital in Saigon.

Laos

At the beginning of February, the ICRC delegates in Laos,
accompanied by government officials, spent some time in Savan-
nakhet, where almost 3,500 persons of 630 refugee families were
given clothing. Similar distributions were organized in and around
Pakse" for the benefit of some 4,300 persons of 853 families, and for
persons in the Province's leper colony which has a thousand
patients.

Sudan

From 21 to 23 February 1972, Mr. Georg Hoffmann, ICRC
Delegate-General for Africa, accompanied by Mr. Rene" Weber,
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Regional Delegate, attended a conference in Khartoum on the
relief and resettlement of displaced persons and refugees in the
southern regions. This conference, presided over by Mr. Sayed Abel
Alier, Vice-President of the Democratic Republic of the Sudan and
Minister for Southern Affairs, was attended by some 200 persons
including members of the Sudanese Government and Red Crescent
as well as representatives of United Nations specailized agencies,
many voluntary organizations, the League of Red Cross Societies
and several National Societies.

The discussion centered around the resettlement of displaced
persons and refugees. The governors of the three southern provinces
of Sudan, Mr. Sayed Hilari Logali (Equatoria Province), Mr. Sayed
Luigi Adwok (Upper Nile Province) and Dr. Toby Maduot (Bahr
El Ghazal Province), spoke on this subject.

Latin America

Mission by the Delegate-General.—The ICRC Delegate-General for
Latin America, Mr. Serge Nessi, has just completed a mission to
that continent, lasting several weeks.

He set off on 30 January 1972, and went first to Guatemala
where he made useful contact with Red Cross leaders. From there
he went to Nicaragua where he met leading figures in the National
Society, the Minister of Internal Affairs and the Administrative
Director of the Ministry of Internal Affairs.

After attending the Fifth Meeting of Presidents and Technical
Seminar, mentioned below, he spent a few days in Venezuela where
he had discussions with the President of the Venezuelan Red Cross.

In Georgetown, the ICRC Delegate-General met the Director
of the Guyana Red Cross and the Chairman of the Executive
Committee of the National Society. He also had talks with the Chief
of Staff of the Guyana Defence Force and with the Ministries of
Foreign Affairs and Telecommunications. Mr. Nessi also took
advantage of his visit in order to see the main facilities of the
National Society and to check on the use being made of the powdered
milk that the ICRC had sent for its assistance programme.

Finally the Delegate-General went to Brazil where he made
contact with the recently elected President and other new leaders
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of the Red Cross. Accompanied by the President, Mr. Nessi had
talks at the Admiralty and the Defence Ministry on the spreading
of knowledge of the Geneva Conventions among the armed forces.
In Rio de Janeiro, he met representatives of the Ministry of the
Interior, and in Brasilia he discussed with the President and
Director of the Assistance Department of the FUNAI (National
Foundation for the Indians) further Red Cross activities to help
the Amazonian Indians.

The Red Cross activity to help Amazonian Indians began in
1970 with a medical mission lasting three months. It was organized
by the ICRC with the help of three National Red Cross Societies.

Missions by the Regional Delegates.—The ICRC Regional
Delegate for Central America and the Caribbean set out on 7 Febru-
ary 1972 on a journey which took him to Panama, Costa Rica,
Nicaragua and Honduras. In all the countries he visited, he was
given a general authorization to visit places of detention. He took
advantage of this to check on the use being made of medicaments
sent by the ICRC for the detainees and which were being stored in
the prisons.

In each country, he held talks with university and education
officials to promote the introduction of university courses on the
Geneva Conventions as a part of the international public law
syllabus and the use of the school textbook " The Red Cross and
My Country " in primary schools. He also gave lectures to local and
regional committees of National Red Cross Societies.

In addition, accompanied by the Regional Delegate for South
America, he undertook a further series of visits to five places of
detention in Venezuela. The reports are sent to the detaining
authorities.
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