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ICRC VICE-PRESIDENCY

Mr. Hans Bachmann's and Mr. Jacques Freymond's terms as
Vice-Presidents of the International Committee having expired, in
accordance with the rules of procedure, the March plenary meeting
of the ICRC decided to extend them until the end of June. After
that date Mr. Harald Huber, federal court judge, and Mr. Jean
Pictet, Chairman of the ICRC Legal-Commission, would assume
office as the new Vice-Presidents. However, Mr. Jacques Freymond,
who was not present at the March meeting, declined the extension
of his term in office, so that his place will be taken by Mr. Pictet
with immediate effect.

Death of Mr. Martin Bodmer, Honorary Member
of the ICRC

In our January issue we announced Mr. Martin Bodmer's resig-
nation from the ICRC, of which he had been a member since 1940,
and his election to honorary membership. Now we have regretfully
to inform our readers of Mr. Bodmer's death on 22 March 1971.
We have already summarized Mr. Bodmer's important work for
the Committee over many years. During the funeral, Mr. M. A.
Naville, ICRC President, delivered an address; the extracts which
are quoted below express better than any other comment the
significance of this loss for the International Committee:

The International Committee of the Red Cross also is in mourning.
With Martin Bodmer's death it loses a companion of thirty years'
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standing, a colleague and a friend who, throughout that long period,
ceaselessly offered the institution the resources of his culture, loyalty
and goodwill and who always assumed his share of the Committee's
responsibilities.

It was at Max Huber's request, who like him was from Zurich and
who was President of the ICRC at that dramatic hour when the Second
World War broke out, that Martin Bodmer came to Geneva to offer
his services as a voluntary worker to the Red Cross.

The determination not to shirk that form of personal commitment
which life demands, and demands the more imperiously that it bestows
favours in other directions, led Martin Bodmer to accept, humbly,
a work which was to become one of his finest achievements.

The ICRC having to discharge a mission of unprecedented scale,
this new colleague's help was most welcome. His knowledge of persons
and things, his dedication and perseverance, his discreet yet perspica-
cious intervention in debate, were to lead him quickly to play an
important role in the institution.

As a testimony of the gratitude it owed him, the ICRC awarded
him its silver medal in 1960.

Towards the end of last year, when his health was seriously threat-
ened, Martin Bodmer asked to cease his active co-operation on the
Committee.

Today, from all quarters, from all the Red Cross organizations
whose work and development he followed with interest, we are receiving
messages of sympathy for the loss of this man of parts, efficient, incap-
able of yielding assent to injustice towards others, but so respectful of
the personality of others that he considered he must conceal the pure
outline of his own in a veil of reserve and humour.

May I, on behalf of the International Committee as a whole, of the
League of Red Cross Societies, and of the Swiss Red Cross, convey
our deep sympathy to his family and, in his memory, express with
passing words our lasting gratitude.
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