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ICRC President in the Netherlands

On the occasion of the Conference of Red Cross Experts on the
reafnrmation and development of international humanitarian law
applicable in armed conflicts, held at The Hague, Mr. Marcel
A. Naville, President of the International Committee, accompanied
by Mr. R. Gallopin, member of the ICRC, and Mr. A. van Emden,
Director-General of the Netherlands Red Cross, called on 3 March
1971 upon Mr. P. J. S. de Jong, Prime Minister of the Netherlands
Government.

Their talks centred essentially on the work of the conference
as well as on the studies carried out by the ICRC with a view to
the forthcoming conference of government experts to be held in
Geneva from 24 May to 12 June 1971.

Spain

A delegation of the International Committee was in Madrid
from 15 to 18 March. The delegation, headed by Mr. Max Petit-
pierre, a member of the Committee, went in response to an invita-
tion from the Spanish Red Cross.

Mr. Petitpierre was accompanied by Mr. Raymond Courvoisier,
Director of Operations at the ICRC, and Mr. Jean-Pierre Hocke,
Delegate.

The delegation was received in audience by H.R.H. the Prince
of Spain and by the Vice-President of the Spanish Government.
It also had talks with the Ministers of Justice, Interior, Armed
Forces and Education, as well as with the Under-Secretary of State
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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These various meetings allowed, on the one hand, problems of
mutual concern to be approached and, on the other, gave the oppor-
tunity for matters to be discussed regarding the new forms of
combat adopted in armed conflicts such as guerrilla warfare and,
in a general manner, concerning the activities of revolutionary and
liberation movements.

The ICRC delegation found that the government authorities
considered that the efforts made by the International Committee
for the reaffirmation and development of International Humani-
tarian Law were necessary and highly positive. The delegation was
assured that they desired to participate actively in the ICRC's work
at the conference of government experts concerning non-interna-
tional conflicts to be held in Geneva in May-June next.

This visit, in addition, permitted the ICRC delegation to carry
out with the leaders of the Spanish Red Cross a thorough exchange
of views regarding the problems of interest to the Red Cross world
and to lay down with Conde de Toreno, President of the National
Society, the details for even closer co-operation with a view to an
increasingly extensive dissemination of the Geneva Conventions
and of the principles of humanitarian law.

Pakistan

In view of the events taking place in East Pakistan at the end
of March, the International Committee assigned Mr. Pierre Gaillard,
assistant director, to lead the ICRC mission to Pakistan. Mr. Gaillard
left for Karachi on 30 March 1971 accompanied by Mr. F. de
Mulinen, delegate. The first team, consisting of Mr. M. Martin,
head of the delegation, Mr. Beaud, head of the Relief Service,
Mr. Kuhn, delegate in charge of liaison, and Mr. G. Burch, radio
operator, left Geneva on 28 March.

A DC-6 on charter to the ICRC reached Karachi with Dr. E.
Spirgi, doctor delegate, and 8 tons of medical supplies.

However, the ICRC's negotiations having been unsuccessful,
its delegation was unable to go to East Pakistan. The delegation
therefore left Karachi and returned to Geneva on 1 April. Before
leaving it delivered a supply of antibiotics to the National Society
for the benefit of the victims of events in East Pakistan.
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Republic of Vietnam

Several visits to places of detention were carried out from
November 1970 to January 1971 by delegates and doctor-delegates
of the ICRC who went to 10 correctional institutions at Pleiku,
Vinh-Long, Phuoc-Le\ Ham-Tan, Bac-Lieu, Truc-Giang, Da-Nang,
Tam-Ky, Phu-Vinh and An-Loc. They also visited the Vietnamese
Armed Forces Military Hospital at Tay-Ninh and the interrogation
centre at Saigon.

In each of these places of detention, they enquired into the
living conditions of the detainees.

In January and February 1971, they visited several places of
detention, namely the Can-Tho and Bien-Hoa interrogation centres,
the Phu-Bai, Ninh Hoa and Bear Cat screening centres and the
Phu-Quoc prisoner-of-war camp.

They also visited the Vietnam military hospitals at Nha-Trang,
Pleiku and Saigon (Cong Hoa hospital). In the latter hospital they
distributed toilet articles to the prisoners of war undergoing
treatment.

We might add that in the course of the first two months of the
year, the ICRC delegation in Saigon has distributed relief supplies,
essentially comprising medicines and toilet requisites, to children
in orphanages. It has also supplied school equipment for prisoners
of war.

Khmer Republic

On 20 February 1971, ICRC delegates in the Khmer Republic
were present when the Khmer Red Cross distributed relief supplies
to victims of the shelling around Pochentong airport. These victims
number about 4,000 persons from 854 families. Each family
received a sleeping-mat, a mosquito net, two blankets, some mate-
rial for clothing, two tins of milk, two tins of canned fish and spices.

On 2 March, the ICRC delegates attended a relief distribution
organized by the Khmer Red Cross in a Pochentong primary school.
This relief took the form of clothing, mosquito-nets, food preserves,
kitchen utensils, and school equipment.

On the same day the ICRC delegates visited shelters which are
under construction in Pochentong for the civilian population.
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The work, started on the initiative of the Khmer Red Cross,
is financed by the High Commissioner for Refugees.

On 9 March the ICRC delegates and doctor-delegates visited
the Preah Ket Me"ale"a hospital where a Thai Red Cross team
specializing in chest surgery is operating. They saw a dozen civilian
and military wounded.

Laos

On 7 February, the ICRC delegates in Laos visited a collecting
and guidance centre for ralliers in Sayaboury, where there were
80 Laotians, 25 of them with their families. The delegates handed
over medicaments to the camp infirmary. They also visited refugee
camps around Long-Cheng.

During that month they visited five refugee villages in the region
south-west of the Plain of Jars.1 Some 160,000 displaced persons
were living there, including about 30,000 recent arrivals. These
refugees were receiving assistance until they could support them-
selves, particularly by crop and livestock farming.

Hong Kong

On 4 February, a delegate of the ICRC visited Stanley Prison
in Hong Kong. He saw there 66 political detainees. He enquired
into detention conditions and talked to detainees of his own choice
without witnesses.

On 18 February he went to the Tai Lam prison for women
where he saw five political detainees.

The ICRC carries out visits at regular intervals to places of
detention in Hong Kong, the previous one having taken place in
the autumn of 1970. Reports on the visits are sent to the detaining
authorities.

Near East

Release of civilian detainees.1—An Israeli civilian, who had been
made prisoner in December 1969 on the Israelo-Lebanese border

1 Plate.
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Photo Torrico, La Paz.

Bolivia- The two vehicles donated by the ICRC in front of the Bolivian Red Cross head-
quarters in La Paz (right, Dr. Celso Rossell, National Society President).

Laos: Dr. Lehner, ICRC Delegate, visiting a school in a refugee village to the south-west
of the Plain of Jars (February, 1971).
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At the Israelo-Lebanese frontier: release and repatriation of detainees,
under ICRC auspices.
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by Palestinian combatants, was released and repatriated on 28 Feb-
ruary 1971 under ICRC auspices.

On the same day, the Israeli authorities handed over to the
ICRC a Palestinian civilian detained since 1965.

Delegates of the ICRC had visited each of the prisoners at
regular intervals during their detention.

Israel and the occupied territories

For the disabled in Gaza.—Thanks to aid provided by the German
Red Cross in the Federal Republic of Germany, the ICRC delegation
in Israel has been able to come to the assistance of a certain number
of handicapped civilians in Gaza, with the medical co-operation of
the Magen David Adom.

The disabled apply to the ICRC delegation, and their particulars
are entered in a file. They are then taken to the Magen David
Adom clinic in Jaffa, where the medical examinations are carried
out. At first, a trial wooden prosthesis is fitted and shaped in the
course of measurement tests. Then, the definitive artificial limb is
made in plastic material. Finally, the re-education of the patient's
equipped limb is carried out under medical supervision.

In 1970, 45 cases were examined at the Magen David Adom
centre. Thirty-two patients were fitted out. The Tel-Aviv specialized
workshop last year produced 2 arms, 19 legs (below the knee),
12 complete legs, 2 feet, 1 forearm and a support for a paralysed leg.

Distribution to prisoners.—The ICRC, through its delegates,
recently distributed to 320 prisoners in the prisons of Ashkalon,
Beer-Sheba, Gaza, Jenin, Hebron, Nablus and Ramallah, parcels
of warm underwear sent to the ICRC by charitable organizations
in Jerusalem.

In addition, in February, 506 standard ICRC parcels, containing
biscuits, fruit, cigarettes and soap, were distributed in 10 prisons
in Israel and the occupied territories to detainees who had not been
visited by their families for three months.

Visit to families in Sinai.—ICRC delegates in Israel and the
occupied territories visited on 9 February 140 persons belonging
to 23 families transferred by the Israel authorities from Gaza to
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an internment camp at Abu Zeneima in Sinai. They enquired into
the living conditions of these persons, and their report, as custom-
ary, is being sent to the detaining authorities.

Visit to prisoners of war.—On 12 March the ICRC delegates
visited all the Arab prisoners of war in Israeli hands: 72 from the
United Arab Republic, 40 Syrians, 10 Lebanese and 1 Jordanian.
They inquired into detention conditions and talked in private with
the detainees of their own choice. As customary, the reports on
these visits are being delivered to the Detaining Power and the
prisoners' own government.

A Syrian soldier, wounded and captured by the Israeli armed
forces on 21 February 1971, was visited the next day by an ICRC
delegate.

Release of prisoners of war.—Ten Lebanese prisoners of war
captured in January 1970 by the Israeli armed forces were released
on 23 March 1971. On the same day they were repatriated under
the auspices of the ICRC whose delegates regularly visited them
during their captivity.

Repatriation of civilians.—Four civilian repatriation operations
were carried out under ICRC auspices in February 1971. The first,
on 15 February, involved two disabled Arab prisoners who were
conducted to Jordan across the Allenby Bridge. Four days later,
the delegates accompanied back to their own country six civilian
shepherds who had been arrested by the Israeli armed forces in
the occupied territory of the Golan Heights. On 21 and 22 Febru-
ary, the ICRC repatriated to the Lebanon a three-year-old girl who
had wandered across the frontier and a young man who had been
captured in July 1970.

United Arab Republic

The delegates of the ICRC visited Israeli prisoners of war twice
in February.

In March they visited all Israeli prisoners of war detained in
the UAR. On 18 March they saw two who were in a Cairo hospital

214



INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES

for treatment of their wounds, and on 20 March they visited the
other ten in the Abassieh military prison.

They enquired into detention conditions and had talks in private
with the prisoners of their choice. Their report, as customary, is
being sent to the Detaining Power and the prisoners' own
government.

Lebanon

On 29 January, the Lebanese authorities released an Israeli
who had unlawfully entered Lebanese territory; he was repatriated
under ICRC auspices.

Syria

On 15 March 1971 the ICRC delegate in Damascus visited the
three Israeli prisoners of war detained in Syria. He inquired into
detention conditions and talked with them in private.

Bolivia

Complying with a request from the Bolivian Red Cross, with a
view to stepping up its nation-wide vaccination campaign and
developing various of its activities, the ICRC sent that Society last
November a mobile clinic and a Land Rover. Both reached La Paz
in January.

Dr. Celso Rossell Santa Cruz, accompanied by several of his
colleagues, took possession of the vehicles on behalf of the Bolivian
Red Cross Society, of which he is the President.1 He thanked the
International Committee of the Red Cross for its donation, stressing
the usefulness of the vehicles for the Red Cross mission in Bolivia.

1 Plate.
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