Finally, the Holy See reasserts, on this occasion, its strong conviction as
to the fundamentally inhumane nature of war. The humanization of the
effects of armed conflicts, such as that undertaken by the two Protocols, is
received with favour and encouraged by the Holy See in so far as it aims to
alleviate human suffering and strives, amid unbridled passions and evil forces,
to safeguard the basic principles of humanity and the supreme benefits of
civilization. The Holy See expresses, moreover, its firm belief that the
ultimate goal, that which is worthy of the calling of man and of human
civilization, is the abolition of war. One cannot help thinking that the
measures embodied in the Geneva Conventions and more recently by the two
Additional Protocols—measures which are already in themselves frail instruments for the protection of victims of conventional armed conflicts—would
prove to be not only insufficient but totally inadequate in the face of the
ruinous devastation of a nuclear war.
The Holy See, considering itself the spokesman for the fears and the
hopes of nations, hopes that the encouraging start made in Geneva by the
codification of humanitarian law in armed conflicts may not go unheeded or
remain a purely formal commitment but that people may become aware of it,
put it into practice and follow it to its final conclusion: the abolition of war,
of any kind whatever.
The Vatican, 4 October 1985
(Original French—translation ICRC)

Accession to the Protocols by
the Eastern Republic of Uruguay
On 13 December 1985 the Eastern Republic of Uruguay deposited with the Swiss Government an instrument of accession to the
Protocols additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949
and relating to the protection of victims of international armed
conflicts (Protocol I) and non-international armed conflicts (Protocol II), adopted in Geneva on 8 June 1977.
In accordance with their provisions, the Protocols will come
into force for the Eastern Republic of Uruguay on 13 June
1986.
This accession brings to 54 the number of States party to
Protocol I and to 47 those party to Protocol II.
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