
M I S C E L L A N E O U S

A CHILD HEALTH CENTRE

Poland has not forgotten the many children who were the vic-
tims of the second world war. In memory of those who suffered and
died in such tragic circumstances, the Polish people have decided to
set up a vast Child Health Centre, and the Polish Red Cross is one
of the social organizations promoting that humanitarian venture.

The executive committee of the Centre, which is presided over
by Minister Janusz Wieczorek, has sent the ICRC documents regard-
ing its plans. The Child Health Centre will be a large complex for
in- and out-patient hospital treatment and " rehabilitation " of sick
children, and it will include a research institute. Based on the most
up-to-date knowledge and techniques, it will contribute to the devel-
opment and welfare of children.

The authorities have donated a 17-hectare, partly wooded, plot
of land near Warsaw, on the edge of a forest. The cost of providing
treatment for the children and running the Centre will be borne by
the Polish Government, while the cost of building and equipping the
Centre is to be covered by voluntary contributions by the Polish
people and foreign persons and institutions. The Polish Red Cross
donated a sum of one million zlotys to the Centre at the end of
January 1973. The ICRC, for its part, has decided to allot 20,000
Swiss francs to the purchase of equipment which it will present to
the Centre.

At the ceremony for the laying of the foundation-stone, on
3 June 1973, the ICRC was represented by its Vice-President,
Mr. Harald Huber. According to forecasts, the Centre may be com-
pleted and become operational in 1978. The aim is not only to pay
a tribute to the memory of the Polish children who perished in the
war, but to found a living institution which will actively and effec-
tively serve children stricken by disease and infirmity, as a symbol
of the triumph of life over death.
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