
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE IN GENEVA

Mindful of the invaluable service which he gave it, the Inter-
national Committee will always remember and be profoundly grate-
ful to Paul Logoz.

Development of international humanitarian law

A second meeting of experts on the use of such conventional
weapons as may cause unnecessary suffering or have indiscriminate
effects was held at ICRC headquarters from 12 to 15 June 1973. At
this meeting, experts had an opportunity to comment on the report
issued after the first meeting, held in Geneva from 26 February to
2 March 1973.

Experts from about fifteen countries, from the United Nations,
WHO, and SIPRI (Stockholm International Peace Research Insti-
tute), with the aid of ICRC lawyers, agreed on a text which it is
proposed to circulate to governments, National Red Cross Societies,
and the international governmental and non-governmental organi-
zations concerned.

The study does not cover all so-called conventional weapons but
only some of them, such as fragmentation projectiles, plastic pro-
jectiles, mines and booby traps. Incendiary weapons such as napalm,
regarding which there are already reports drawn up by international
or intergovernmental organizations, are not dealt with in the report.

ICRC Appeal

The International Committee of the Red Cross on 16 July 1973
made an urgent appeal to twenty governments and twenty-five
National Red Cross Societies for funds to enable it to continue its
work in the Asian Sub-Continent.

Since the end of hostilities over eighteen months ago, the ICRC
has been unceasingly concerned for the victims. In India, it has been
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visiting some 75,000 prisoners of war and 15,000 interned civilians
for whom, during that time, it has conveyed 13 million messages to
their families in Pakistan, where some 150,000 Bengalis are in re-
ceipt of ICRC assistance. In Bangladesh, the number of non-locals or
persons of Pakistani origin dependent on ICRC assistance runs into
hundreds of thousands. It is obvious that this work must go on for
many months to come and the organization must continue to oper-
ate in the Sub-Continent at least until the end of 1973.

The staff on the spot consists at present of 29 delegates, 3 Cen-
tral Tracing Agency experts assisted by 43 local employees, 3 admin-
istrators, 4 radio operators, 3 secretaries, as well as locally engaged
field officers, storekeepers, drivers and so forth. In addition, oper-
ations in the Asian Sub-Continent occupy 3 delegates, 2 secretaries
and 8 employees of the Central Tracing Agency at the ICRC head-
quarters in Geneva.

From December 1971 to July 1973, the ICRC has received for
its operations in Bangladesh, India and Pakistan a total of 16.89
million Swiss francs in cash, inclusive of private donations. By the
end of August there will be no cash left. Donations of goods and
services such as transport are not included in the 16.89 million
francs: the value of such contributions from various sources in the
three countries concerned far exceeds 60 million francs.

The ICRC feels that it is in duty bound to carry on this large-
scale humanitarian mission and hopes that the funds to enable it to
do so will be forthcoming.
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