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Delegate-general's mission to Latin America

From 9 to 23 June 1973, the ICRC delegate-general for Latin
America and the Caribbean took part in the regional training insti-
tute for Red Cross senior personnel, organized in Jamaica by the
League and mentioned later in this issue.

Mr. Nessi's mission next took him to Haiti where he arrived on
24 June. He had a number of talks, mainly on the activities of the
Haiti Red Cross and the ICRC, with National Society leaders and
with representatives of the Government, including the Minister for
Foreign Affairs, the Minister of the Interior and Defence, the Min-
ister of Health and the Minister of Co-ordination and Information.

The delegate-general also attended a meeting of the planning
committee of the Haiti Red Cross and was present at a ceremony in
the course of which diplomas were presented to the National Soci-
ety's first-aiders.

On the last stage of his mission, he returned to the Bahamas,
arriving there on 30 June. He conferred at Nassau with the Governor
designate of the Bahamas, the Minister of Labour and Social Wel-
fare and the Chief of Police.

Mr. Nessi attended a meeting of the steering committee of the
Bahamas Red Cross Society at which the statutes and future acti-
vities of this emerging society were discussed.

The delegate-general was back in Geneva on 7 July.
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Colombia

In Colombia, where he arrived on 8 June, one of the ICRC re-
gional delegates for South America was authorized to visit the pris-
ons controlled by the Ministry of Justice. In the last fortnight of
June he went to " La Ladera de Medellin ", to the prison for women,
to the " Carcel Modelo " at Bucaramanga, and to the Neiva prison.
On 1 July, accompanied by a representative of the Colombian Red
Cross, he went to the penitentiary island of Gorgona, where he pro-
vided medical supplies for the detainees.

To the Red Cross committees at Medellin and Bucaramanga he
gave a talk on ICRC activities.

Mexico

The ICRC regional delegate for Central America and the
Caribbean continued his mission in Mexico. He visited several
places of detention, including the " Centro Feminil de Rehabilita-
tion Social ", the " Penitenciaria del Distrito Federal Santa Marta "
and the " Carcel Preventiva Lecumberri ", where he saw some
5,000 detainees.

Venezuela

One of the ICRC regional delegates for South America, continu-
ing his visits to places of detention in Venezuela, went on 12 June
to the " Centro Penitenciario Nacional " at Valencia. On the follow-
ing day he went to the " Carcel Nacional " at San Cristobal. In all
he saw some 2,300 detainees, of whom a dozen had been arrested for
political reasons.

Cameroon

The ICRC regional delegate for West Africa conferred on 18 June
with the Cameroon Minister of Territorial Administration and with
the Director of Prisons Administration in Cameroon. Having ob-
tained authorization to carry out a further series of visits to places
of detention, he and his colleague visited those at Bafio, Yoko,
Garoua and Maroua.
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Thailand

The ICRC regional delegate based in Kuala Lumpur was on
mission in Thailand from 8 to 16 June. He was received by Thai
Red Cross leaders and had several talks with representatives of the
Ministry of the Interior.

He was authorized to visit the correctional centre in the town of
Ubon, where he met some twenty detainees.

Asian Sub-Continent

Pakistan

Transfer of Bengali civilians. — From 11 to 13 July 1973,
452 persons of Bengali origin were transferred from Pakistan to
Bangladesh. While the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees arranged the flight by chartered aircraft, the ICRC drew up
lists of the persons to be transferred and ascertained that they were
leaving for Bangladesh of their own free will. In its capacity as a
neutral intermediary, the ICRC sent the lists to Pakistan and
Bangladesh and prepared an ad hoc identity paper on which the
exit and entry visas were apposed.

On 15 June 1973, eight Bengali civilians who were being repatria-
ted from Pakistan to Bangladesh crossed the Indo-Pakistan frontier
at Wagah, under the auspices of the ICRC.

Visit to Bengali civilians. — ICRC delegates have recently visited
several thousand Bengali civilians in expatriation centres and some
in several prisons.

Bangladesh

On 27 June, ICRC delegates visited Pakistani prisoners of war
held in the central prison of Dacca. They were able to talk to them
privately. On the same day, they went to the internment camp
known as " Kilo Camp ", holding 456 Pakistani and 44 Afghan
civilians.

413



INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES

India

Repatriation of prisoners of war. — On 11 July 1973,438 wounded
or sick Pakistani prisoners of war were repatriated through Wagah,
on the Indo-Pakistan border. The operation, which took place in the
presence of ICRC delegates from New Delhi and Islamabad, and
representatives of the Indian and Pakistani authorities and National
Red Cross Societies, was the outcome of protracted ICRC negoti-
ations with the Detaining Power.

Visit to prisoners of war. — Last month, ICRC delegates in India
visited twenty-two prisoner-of-war and civilian internee camps.
They saw 31,494 persons, 2,448 of whom were civilian internees.

On 15 and 16 June, 23,320 parcels for Pakistani prisoners of war
and civilian internees, plus 1,193 school books from Pakistan, were
handed to the Indian authorities for distribution.

Middle East

Visits to prisoners of war
ICRC delegates in Israel and in Arab countries continued their

visits to prisoners of war, with whom they were, as usual, able to
talk privately.

In Israel, the fifty-seven Egyptian prisoners of war were visited
on 20 June, and in the Arab Republic of Egypt, the ten Israeli pris-
oners of war were visited on 2 July 1973.

Family Reuniting

Two family reuniting operations took place on 28 June, under
the auspices of the ICRC. The first, at El Qantara, enabled 183 per-
sons to cross the canal from west to east and 185 to cross in the
opposite direction. In the second, three children crossed over from
Lebanon to Israel, at Roshanikra.

Student travel

On 5 July, a hundred students from Gaza studying at Damas-
cus University crossed the cease-fire lines at Ahmedieh (Golan
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Heights), under the auspices of the ICRC, to spend the holidays
with their families in occupied territory.

Northern Ireland

In agreement with representatives of the British Government and
the authorities in Northern Ireland, two delegates of the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) visited detainees. They
went to the Maze Prison on 18 and 20 July, and to the Armagh
and Crumlin Road Prisons on 19 July 1973. All facilities were
extended to the representatives of the ICRC for the accomplishment
of their mission and they were able to speak freely and alone with
all detainees of their choice.

As is customary, a report will be sent to the British Government.
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