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Africa

South Africa

Between 17 April and 3 May 1975, the delegate-general for Africa
and three ICRC delegates, one of them a doctor, visited some 300 pris-
oners convicted of offences against the security of the State in South
Africa.

The places of detention visited were Robben Island (21-25 April),
Pretoria Local (28 April) and Kroonstad Prison (29 April). On 30 April
they also saw Mr. Bram Fischer, temporarily discharged from prison in
view of his grave illness and who was living with his brother at Bloem-
fontein (Mr. Fischer died at the beginning of May).

As usual, the delegates talked at length with prisoners without wit-
nesses.

Before and after these visits, the ICRC delegates had interviews with
the Minister of Justice and Police and the Commissioner of Prisons,
with whom they discussed detention conditions and matters relating to
non-convicted security detainees.

Rhodesia

Early in May, the ICRC regional delegate for Southern Africa and
two delegates, one of them a doctor, made a round of visits to places of
detention in Rhodesia, to see persons detained under the emergency
regulations.

The delegates visited some 300 prisoners in prisons at Chikurubi
(5 May), Salisbury (6 May), Gwelo (8 May), Hokonui Ranch (9 May),
Wankie (12 May) and Wha Wha (13 and 14 May). They delivered relief
supplies for the detainees.

Morocco

From 5 to 10 May 1975, the ICRC delegate-general for Africa,
accompanied by another delegate, was in Morocco. He was received by
H.R.H. Princess Lalla Malika, President of the Moroccan Red Crescent,
and met directors of that National Society.

At Rabat, the delegate-general met the Minister of Higher Education
and representatives of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Health.

At Fez, he was received by the King's personal representative and
Minister of the Royal Household, who is also the Chief of the General
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Staff of the Armed Forces. Subjects of mutual interest including the
dissemination of humanitarian law among youth and the armed forces
were discussed at all the meetings.

The ICRC delegate-general handed the President of the Moroccan
Red Crescent a contribution for the approximately 10,000 victims of
recent floods which had occurred in different parts of the country.

Upper Volta and Mali

An ICRC delegate carried out a mission to the Republic of Upper
Volta and the Republic of Mali from 23 to 28 April 1975. In the Ouaga-
dougou central prison, he visited seven Malian civilian internees, four of
whom had been visited previously. At Bamako, the delegate made a
second visit to two Upper Volta prisoners of war captured in December
1974. In both countries, the delegate was able to speak to the prisoners
without witnesses. The visits were made with the support of the National
Red Cross Societies concerned.

Latin America

Chile

During April 1975, the ICRC delegates and doctors in Chile visited
twenty-nine places of detention and saw some 1,700 detainees held by
the military authorities.

Assistance to detainees and their families continued. In six places of
detention the ICRC delivered relief supplies and eleven batches of medi-
caments for detainees, to a value of more than 4,000 dollars. In addition,
2,584 needy detainees' families received from the ICRC medicines, food,
clothing and toilet articles valued at over 80,000 dollars.

The Tracing Agency is continuing to deal with many special cases
and to transmit mail between detainees and their families.

Guatemala

An ICRC delegate, while in Guatemala from to 4 to 24 April 1975,
met the President and several directors of the Guatemalan Red Cross,
and had talks with the Ministers of the Interior, Defence and Education.
The discussions centered mainly on ICRC activities and the dissemination
of the Geneva Conventions among the armed forces and youth.
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The delegate also visited six places of detention where he saw more
than 2,200 detainees, about ten of whom were detained for political
reasons.

On 25 April, the ICRC delegate left Guatemala for Mexico.

Asia

Indo-China

International Red Cross activities for Indo-China, with the exception of
Cambodia, are continuing, both in Geneva and in the field.

South Vietnam

The delegation of six persons—one of them a doctor—which had
already been in Saigon some time when the situation changed, was able
to continue various activities: food distribution, medical care and Agency
problems.

At the end of April, the head of the ICRC Relief Division and a dele-
gate of the Central Tracing Agency went to Hanoi for talks with the
authorities and the Red Cross Societies of the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam and of the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the
Republic of South Vietnam (PRG).

During those meetings, a fresh list of requirements for the civilian
population of South Vietnam was handed to the Red Cross. The listed
relief, to a total value of 38 million Swiss francs, included some 10,000 tons
of food (especially rice, tinned meat and condensed milk), 50 ambulances,
X-ray and pharmaceutical units, 1,500 medical kits for dispensaries and
maternity homes, and miscellaneous medical supplies.

In Geneva steps were promptly taken to ensure that the request was
met without delay.

Cambodia

The International Red Cross delegation at Phnom Penh—sixteen
members in all, including a British surgical team, two doctors and several
nurses—on 16 April 1975 set up a hospital and safety zone in the Royal
Phnom Hotel (see our April 1975 issue). In that zone, which was under
the direct administration of delegates of the International Red Cross,
more than 2,000 civilians fleeing from combat zones found temporary
shelter from the effects of hostilities.
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In addition, the medical delegates set up a medico-surgical dispensary
in two of the hotel annexes. In the morning of 17 April, after the revo-
lutionary forces' entry in Phom Penh, the head of the Red Cross dele-
gation had his first contact with one of their representatives, to whom he
described at length the nature and purpose of International Red Cross
activities, and the status of the safety zone in particular. The decision
and the offer were noted.

As the situation appeared to warrant such a step, the surgical team
went to Prea Keth Mealea hospital to resume its activities in more suitable
surroundings and get ready to receive the wounded collected in the zone.
The team was not, however, allowed to resume work. As the medical
supplies stored in the zone had been requisitioned by the authorities, a
further attempt was made in the afternoon, but the team was prevented
from reaching the hospital, which was being evacuated.

In the early afternoon of that same day, the authorities asked the
head of the International Red Cross delegation to go to the delegation's
depot and hand over the stocks of medicaments stored there. On his
return to the safety zone, he found that the revolutionary forces had
ordered it to be evacuated within thirty minutes, and that the first civil-
ians were already leaving.

The delegation head thereupon assembled his team and told them to
evacuate as many wounded as possible to hospitals which were presumed
to be functioning. Realizing shortly after that the hospitals were also
being evacuated, he had no alternative but to ask families to take care
of their own sick and wounded (there were about a dozen patients).
Moreover, as the evacuation order also applied to International Red
Cross personnel, who realized that further activities were impossible, the
head of the delegation went to the French Embassy—to which most of
the residents of the zone were already going—to ask whether the delega-
tion could be received there. Consent was given, and towards the end of
the day the International Red Cross personnel went to the French
Embassy. Later, the Red Cross delegates, like those who had already
taken refuge there, were driven in a truck to the Thai frontier, which
they reached on 3 May.

The International Red Cross thus has no personnel or activities in
Cambodia at present. It is, however, prepared to respond to any request
for relief for the Cambodian civilian population.
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Tracing Agency. — Owing to the problems posed by the arrival of
Vietnamese nationals in Guam, the Philippines, Thailand and Hong
Kong, consultations are being held with the Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the Intergovernmental
Committee for European Migration (ICEM). If necessary, the ICRC is
prepared to issue travel documents on a purely technical basis. The
consultations also relate to persons who wish to return to Vietnam.

Logistics. — By 18 May, the International Red Cross DC-6 aircraft
had totalled fifty-seven flights to Vientiane and Hanoi, with more than
90 tons of various relief supplies (mainly food and medicines).

In addition, a 3,100-ton Red Cross ship transporting chick-peas
arrived in Danang on 20 May. Another vessel, with 1,200 tons of rice,
is on the way to South Vietnam and is due to arrive there towards the
end of May.

By 20 May 1975 some 7,700 tons of relief supplies, valued at 23.2 mil-
lion Swiss francs, had reached or were on their way to South Vietnam.

Delegates. — About twenty delegates, including experts in relief
operations, logistics and radiocommunications, are at work, under a
co-ordinator sent out specially from Geneva, at Bangkok, Singapore and
Vientiane, the three advance bases for assembling relief supplies for
Indo-China. A five-member Swedish medical team is working in co-
operation with the Thai Red Cross, at Bangkok, where it is concerning
itself with refugees. At Saigon, six delegates, including a doctor, are
pursuing their activities. An expert of the ICRC Central Tracing Agency
has been sent to the island of Guam in connection with the problem of
Vietnamese refugees. Another ICRC delegate at Hanoi is acting as liaison
officer with the Red Cross of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and
the Red Cross of the Republic of South Vietnam.

Finance. — On 20 May, the financial situation was as follows: in
response to appeals to Governments and National Red Cross Societies
for 87.5 million Swiss francs, 51.5 million francs had either been received
or promised; 43.3 million in cash and 8.2 million in kind. A further
36 million Swiss francs, however, remain to be found in order to cover
all the relief programmes for Indo-China.

The. contributions received came from nineteen Governments and
thirty-four Red Cross Societies and also from a number of private donors.

Government contributions were from Australia, Austria, Belgium,
Canada, Denmark, Federal Republic of Germany, Finland, Iceland,
Ireland, Japan, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand,
Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom and the United States
of America.
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The National Societies of the following countries made contributions:
Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bolivia, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France,
Federal Republic of Germany, German Democratic Republic, Iceland,
India, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Republic of Korea, Liechtenstein, Luxem-
bourg, Malaysia, Monaco, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Philip-
pines, Poland, Romania, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland,
Thailand, United Kingdom, United States of America and USSR.

Among the various other donors who responded to the Red Cross
appeals we might mention the European Economic Community (EEC),
which contributed to a value of more than 1.2 million Swiss francs,
Nestle and OXFAM.

Europe

Cyprus

Almost a year after the outbreak of hostilities in Cyprus, human prob-
lems are as distressing as ever, and it has been necessary to keep on the
island an ICRC delegation of doctors and Tracing Agency and relief
experts.

The ICRC has provided protection and material and medical assis-
tance for isolated communities, both in the north, in villages inhabited
by Greek-Cypriots, and in the south, in villages and urban areas in which
Turkish-Cypriots are living. Delegates make regular visits to all commu-
nities, inquire about living conditions, the frequency and equity of relief
distributions, and sanitary and medical conditions. The ICRC then
approaches the authorities according to the particular situation of those
protected populations.

As regards relief, the ICRC distributes food and medicines to supple-
ment the programmes sponsored by the authorities, the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the
United Nations.

The work of the mobile medical teams with which the ICRC was pro-
vided by National Red Cross Societies has changed in keeping with the
situation. In the southern part of the island, the teams are providing
weekly consultations in the hospitals of Limassol, Larnaca, Polis and
Paphos. Turkish-Cypriot doctors living in those districts and able to
move about freely are working in close co-operation with the ICRC and
giving treatment in all Turkish villages.
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Dispensaries have been opened in some Greek-Cypriot villages in the
north.

With improved health conditions throughout the island and as the
activities of the local hospital infrastructure are resumed little by little,
the ICRC is considering a gradual reduction of its medical activities.

As postal communications have not yet been restored between the
two Cyprus zones, thousands of family messages are transmitted every
month by the ICRC Agency bureaux (two in the Greek and Turkish
areas of Nicosia and four in the south, at Limassol, Larnaca, Ormidhia
and Paphos). The Agency's experts from Geneva carry out the work with
many local employees and in co-operation with the Cyprus Red Cross
and the Turkish Red Crescent.

One of the many human problems that have arisen in Cyprus is that
of persons missing during the hostilities and about whom nothing is
known. This problem is on the agenda of the inter-community meetings
on humanitarian matters regularly held at Nicosia, which are attended
by representatives of the ICRC and UNHCR.

Poland

From 17 to 25 April 1975, an ICRC delegate visited Poland at the
invitation of the Polish Red Cross. In Warsaw, she was received by
Dr. R. Brzozowski, President of the National Society and Vice-Minister
of Health, and by several members of the National Society's directorate.
She also met various officials of the municipal authorities of Warsaw,
Torun and Bydgoszcz.

During her stay in Poland, the ICRC delegate had an opportunity to
familiarize herself with the various activities carried out by the Polish
Red Cross, both in the capital and in the provinces.

Turkey

From 11 to 15 May 1975, the ICRC delegate accredited to the Turk-
ish authorities was in Ankara, where he had fruitful talks on problems
that still arise in connection with ICRC activities in Cyprus. He conferred
with the Director-General for Political Affairs, representatives of the
Department of International Organizations in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, and the Director-General of the Turkish Red Crescent.
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Middle East

Repatriation of Arab civilians. — Several Arab civilian repatriation
operations have been carried out under the auspices of the ICRC.

At Ras Nakura, on 5 May, the ICRC repatriated a Lebanese civilian,
a mental case, who had lost his way and crossed the frontier, and on 13 May
a woman captured by Israeli armed forces during a raid into southern
Lebanon the day before. On 15 May, a third operation enabled six Leba-
nese nationals captured on 12 and 13 May to return to their own country.

At Kuneitra, on 8 May an Arab civilian, released from detention by
the Israel authorities, was conducted into the Syrian Arab Republic by
the ICRC.

Family reuniting. — In the United Nations buffer zone, a family reunit-
ing operation took place under ICRC auspices on 7 May, when 114 per-
sons (including a doctor, one student and 111 persons making family
visits) crossed over from the Arab Republic of Egypt to Gaza-Sinai
occupied territory. In the other direction, 243 persons (including 202
visitors and six students) went to the Valley of the Nile.

Relief for El Arish. — On 30 April, ICRC delegates operating in the
Arab Republic of Egypt met delegates working in Israeli-occupied
territories on the El Qantara-Balouza road and delivered to them 75 tons
of relief supplies provided by the Egyptian Red Crescent Society for
victims of last February's floods at El Arish. The ICRC will be responsible
for organizing distribution.

The ICRC was also entrusted with transmitting government compen-
sation to the families of the twenty-six persons who perished in that disaster.

This assistance supplements the ICRC emergency relief action con-
ducted in co-operation with the Israeli authorities.

Lebanon

During the encounters which took place between Palestinian com-
batants and Lebanese phalangist militia, in Beirut in mid-April, the
ICRC was asked by the Lebanese Red Cross and the « Palestinian Red
Crescent» to arrange a truce and evacuate the wounded.

On 14 April, an ICRC delegate escorting nine ambulances tried to
reach the districts where there was fighting, but the attempt failed owing
to firing by snipers.

By the time it was possible to carry out the operation, the situation
had distinctly improved, and only five wounded were transported from
La Quarantaine Hospital to Al Kods Hospital run by the « Palestinian
Red Crescent», the others not considering their transfer necessary.
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The Australian Minister of
Health presenting the President
of the ICRC Executive Board,
(right) with a cheque in favour
of the work of the International
Red Cross in Indo-China.

Photo J.-J. Kurz/ICRC

An ICRC delegate visiting places of detention in Togo.
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The school textbook...

Photos Jolliet/ICRC

... and the Soldier's Manual, both are published by the ICRC.


