
MISCELLANEOUS

THIRD INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF THE

NEUTRALITY OF MEDICINE

In a previous issue we gave an account of this Congress which
was held at Rome in April 1968. We mentioned that the eight
resolutions adopted would be quoted in the International Review.
We now give, for documentary purposes, the provisional text of
these resolutions 1 all of which mention the Geneva Conventions:

Medical Pool

The Third International Congress of the Neutrality of Medicine,
considering that international co-operation is necessary to

ensure the provision of the most reliable and effective guarantees
that doctors and their assistants be able to make good use of all
means available to them for the accomplishment of their mission,
recommends

that inter-State mutual assistance treaties be concluded so that
in the event of conflict, disorders or disasters the necessary human
and material resources will be available to cope with any situation
for which a country's own resources are inadequate;

that such mutual assistance treaties be signed by the greatest
possible number of States, bilaterally or multilaterally, the con-
clusion of a general agreement being the final aim;

that a National Committee for the Neutrality of Medicine be set
up in every country where one does not already exist, with qualified
members capable of intervening effectively whenever events require,
to put into effect the resolution unanimously adopted at Vienna
in 1965, namely:

" The XX International Conference of the Red Cross,
considering that with a view to ensuring the application of the

1 Our translation.
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humanitarian conventions and the scrutiny of this application it
is essential to make available—in the event of a conflict—to
the Protecting Powers and their possible substitutes a sufficient
number of persons capable of carrying out this scrutiny
impartially,

invites the States parties to the Conventions to set up groups
of competent persons for the discharge of these functions,
entrusted to them in the Conventions, under the direction of
the Protecting Powers or their possible substitutes. "

that in view of the interest in international mutual assistance
displayed during the Third Congress, the International Committee
for the Neutrality of Medicine appoint a study commission to
submit to the next International Congress a report on the possibility
of forming, under the aegis of a qualified international organization,
teams of doctors, medical assistants and other persons capable of
intervening in emergency.

II

Geneva Conventions - Dissemination and application

The Third International Congress of the Neutrality of Medicine,
considering the Geneva Conventions are now recognized as an

established instrument in the protection of war victims, and that
the number of governmental ratifications thereof and accessions
thereto shows that these Conventions are universally accepted;

considering that their application depends to a considerable
extent on widely disseminated knowledge thereof;

believing that medical neutrality is based on the Geneva
Conventions,

takes the view that it is a duty of the Committee for the
Neutrality of Medicine to participate as much as possible in dis-
seminating knowledge on these Conventions, especially in profes-
sional circles particularly concerned; and

conscious of the need to contribute to the training of the
necessary personnel to implement these Conventions;

bearing in mind that 1968 was declared the International
Human Rights Year, which should engender awareness of the
special rights defined in the Geneva Conventions;
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considering that in the event of armed conflict all responsible
authorities should ensure respect of the Geneva Conventions;

protests vehemently against all breaches of the Geneva Con-
ventions; and

recommends all National Committees for the Neutrality of
Medicine to intensify their efforts in the field of dissemination of
knowledge on these Conventions. With this aim, it also recommends
these Committees and other bodies concerned (medical and scientific
Societies, trades unions, professional journals, etc.) to conduct
enquiries among all doctors to find out their answers to the following
three questions:

1) Do you know of the existence and the spirit of the Geneva
Conventions ?

2) Can you make these Conventions more widely known in
your own environment, especially in medical circles ?

3) In our world today, where violence is an ever more frequent
feature, where the humanitarian spirit of these Geneva Conventions
provides a refuge, an example and even an ideal, do you think that
that spirit enables you to have a salutary influence on those who
place their confidence in you ?

Ill

The Duties of the Medical Profession and its Right to
Protection in War

The Third International Congress of the Neutrality of Medicine,
considering the need for an international status for civilian

medical personnel in time of conflict or war;
considering that any steps—such as the adoption of a sign other

than, the red cross, which the Fourth Geneva Convention stipulates
shall be limited to only one type of civilian doctor—to improve
the immunity due to civilian medical personnel in time of war would
be desirable as a contributory factor to better medical service;

and whereas for this purpose a working group comprising
representatives of the World Medical Association (WMA), the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the Inter-
national Committee for Military Medicine and Pharmacy (ICMMP),
attended by observers from the World Health Organization (WHO),
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has drafted " Rules of Medical Ethics in War-Time " and " Rules
governing the Care of Sick and Wounded, particularly in Time of
Conflict";

and whereas the International Committee of the Red Cross, in
its circular No. 425, conveyed the conclusions of that working party
to National Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun
Societies, stressing their undeniable interest; and whereas the
World Medical Association and the International Committee of
Military Medicine and Pharmacy distributed the text of those Rules
to their members in various countries, recommending them to
co-operate effectively with National Red Cross Societies;

recommends that these two drafts be approved;
expresses its satisfaction that both drafts will be submitted for

examination to the XXI International Conference of the Red Cross
in Istanbul in 1969; and

expresses the hope that they will be given the widest possible
support by governments signatories to the Geneva Conventions.

IV

Maintenance of Medical Secrecy

The Third International Congress of the Neutrality of Medicine,
considering that the full and free exercise of the medical pro-

fession by civilian and military doctors should be ensured in all
circumstances;

considering that, during both international and civil conflicts,
the doctor who gives attention to all without discrimination is and
shall always be a doctor first, foremost and last, uninfluenced by
political, patriotic or other considerations alien to his medical
mission;

considering that professional secrecy is inseparable from medical
practice and is consistent with the relevant rules drawn up by the
International Committee of the Red Cross and the World Medical
Association;

re-states, as in its two previous Congresses, the need for strict
professional secrecy during international or civil conflicts, and the
obligation for all parties involved in conflicts to abstain from
importuning doctors for having maintained medical secrecy which
shall at all times be their prerogative.
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V

Unconventional Weapons

The Third International Congress of the Neutrality of Medicine
affirms that the doctor shall be the judge of the suitability of any
medical treatment and shall have control thereof, his essential and
overriding criterion being the safeguard of human life irrespective
of any pressure or orders from the authorities; and

asserts that the right of all doctors and other members of the
medical profession not to participate in research in and use of any
aggressive weapons requiring medical, biological, pharmaceutical
and psychological qualifications shall be recognized, and that such
active participation shall deprive them of the right to protection
by the Geneva Conventions.

VI

Living tissue transplants

The Third International Congress of the Neutrality of Medicine,
considering not only the advantages of grafting organs to

certain sick or wounded patients, but also the risks of outrage
upon the lives or health of persons detained or under the domination
of a foreign or hostile power which might wish to constitute, to the
detriment of such persons and for the benefit of its own nationals
or followers, reserves of human organs;

considering that such risks were not obviated by the Geneva
Conventions of August 12, 1949;
recommends

that the provisions of the Geneva Conventions forbidding
mutilation and medical or scientific experiments not required for
medical treatment of a protected person, particularly any interven-
tion designed to impair any physiological function such as re-
production, and any form of genocide, be made more complete and
definite;
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that organ grafting on persons deprived of their freedom or
victims of racial discrimination be prohibited unless such operation
is justified on medical grounds, is in the patient's own interest and
performed with his explicit consent or presumed consent when
there are reasonable grounds to justify the assumption;

that the removal of an organ from any person deprived of
freedom or the victim of racial discrimination, or subject in time
of war or conflict to domination by a foreign or hostile power be
forbidden;

that the removal of organs from corpses, after verification of
death, and their transplantation to a patient shall under no
circumstances be performed unless by qualified medical teams in
suitably equipped hospitals and, under the guarantee and scrutiny
of international organizations, working independently, with com-
plete neutrality, immune from the arbitrary or tyrannical decisions
of a totalitarian State or an Occupying Power, and with full respect
for the life, moral values and religion of the patient and his kin.

VII

International Medical Status

The Third International Congress of the Neutrality of Medicine,
noting the present inadequate protection granted to medical

workers and their patients, particularly during civil conflicts; the
varying concepts held by States of genuine neutrality in the
exercise of the medical profession and the privileges conferred on
members of that profession; the all too frequent breaches of the
Geneva Conventions by the Powers; the increasing necessity of
countering the disastrous effects of modern methods of destruction
by effective medical action and precautions of which the humani-
tarian objective is overriding, invariable, permanent and uniform
at all times and in all places;

expresses the hope that doctors all over the world will them-
selves realize more and more the importance of this mission to
safeguard human life, and of their collective responsibility and will
be disposed, motivated by common ethical rules, to favour the
setting up by the medical profession as a whole of a world-wide
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organization recognized by States participating in every diplomatic
conference for the framing of any humanitarian convention,
effectively co-ordinating the efforts of various medico-legal associa-
tions and organisations to promote recognition of an international
status for the medical profession, laying down in particular the
guarantees necessary for full and free medical practice in all
circumstances;

VIII

Setting up of an International Penal Court

The Third International Congress of the Neutrality of Medicine,
in view of the urgent need to supplement the provisions of the

Geneva Conventions by measures to safeguard, humanely and
effectively, protected persons against breaches of those Conventions,
recommends

that an international penal code be drawn up denning the
various infringements and stipulating the penalties therefore;

that a high court be set up having international jurisdiction
and membership to ensure its independence and objectivity and
the authority of its rulings, and having extensive jurisdiction
covering breaches of the laws and customs of war and breaches of
the Geneva Conventions perpetrated by States, organizations,
groups and individuals whether military or civil;

that recourse to this international penal court may be had by
States, international organizations and individuals;

that the court be empowered and equipped to carry out in-
vestigation on its own initiative.
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