
BOOKS AND REVIEWS

DOMINIQUE PIRE : " BATIR LA PAIX " l

Pere Pire, Nobel Peace Prize winner, recently visited the ICRC
and presented it with his newly published work with whose subject
the Red Cross movement is also concerned. If at the end of his
book the texts are given of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and of the European Convention on Human Rights (Council
of Europe), the author first of all analyses problems of practical
morality in the form of dialogues which all have as their theme
peace and ways of encouraging it in relationships between men.

Here are some quotations which will illustrate the spirit in
which Pere Pire has founded and given impetus to such works as
the University of Peace whose first stone he laid in Belgium in 1960
and which possesses, as he says, two characteristics: on the one
hand, it is based on positive peace and brotherly dialogue. On the
other hand, one does not encounter there any ulterior motive of
a national, political or religious character.

" What I propose to you as an ideal of peace does not at all
consist in each one being neutral, or not to take sides, not to choose,
not to have any convictions nor showing them. This way is not
either what is known as syncretism which believes it can resolve
differences by mingling all beliefs. I believe, on the contrary, in the
path of a peace realized through our differences, a path which I
would call that of brotherly discussion which can be placed in
between the suppression of someone who differs from my views and
total submission to him ".

" How can one lead another to partake in such dialogue ? By
giving an example of sincerity and good faith. Example is contagious
which can assume its full significance if one counts on its duration
and exercises patience. In other words, confidence gradually leads
to confidence ".

1 Bibliotheque Marabout, Gerard et Cie, Venders (Belgium), 1966, 191 pp.
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Pere Pire, who has intervened so often and effectively on behalf
of refugees, who has created villages for them in various countries
and who has in other ways still sought to aid the victims of war,
concludes with a profession of faith which cannot fail to touch
those who themselves work under the emblem of the Red Cross,
Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun: " I am merely pro-human,
the brother of all men. I firmly believe that the fate of mankind is
in the hands of men. War or peace is dependent on each one of
you. May the most powerful and the humblest of you be conscious
of this fact. Above all he must act. Workers for peace are urgently
wanted ".

J.-G. L.

Control of water pollution. — International Digest of Health Legislation,
World Health Organization, Geneva, Vol. 17, No. 4, 1966.

... Difficult as the present situation already is, the severity of the
problems to be faced is continuously increasing. Thus the WHO Expert
Committee on Water Pollution Control, which met in 1965, came to the
conclusion that, although the developed countries are still developing,
and must therefore expect to face increased water pollution in the future,
" water pollution must be expected to increase very much faster in the
developing than in the already developed countries. If the cost of
remedial measures increases proportionately, the problem will shortly
be of overwhelming magnitude...". Thus it is clear that there is an
urgent need for effective legislation for the control of water pollution,
in particular in the developing countries, where its introduction may
help to prevent the development of the disastrous situation envisaged
by the Expert Committee...

. . . The general situation in respect of legislation on the control of
water pollution has been described by Litwin in the following terms:
" The legal grounds for the protection of water vary from one State to
another... The differences observed are mostly due to the differences
between the political, economic and administrative systems of the
various countries and to the legal status of watercourses, which may be
public or private property. Certain countries have recently introduced
or recast laws and regulations which are satisfactory in that they are
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