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aspects of National Society activities in the medico-social field,
such as occupational therapy for convalescent soldiers.

In the course of his long mission in Asia, the ICRC President
was able to make useful contacts in the eight countries he visited
and he was pleased to observe the increasing importance of the
activities carried out under the sign of the red cross and the red
crescent.

IN GENEVA

ICRC Training Courses

The International Review, in April 1965, brought to the notice
of its readers the training course which the ICRC had organized for
people • prepared to offer their services, particularly for missions
abroad. A second course took place from April 3 to 7, 1967, at the
Internationa], Committee headquarters. This was attended by some
forty people, including several young girls.

During that week, the students acquired greater knowledge of
the Red Cross principles and tasks, as well as of ICRC functions in
Geneva-and throughout the world.

A large part of the time was devoted to legal questions, parti-
cularly the study of the Geneva Conventions, while practical aspects
were also dealt with, such as the activities of the Central Tracing
Agency, and relief missions, both of which were thoroughly studied.

In addition, each participant was able to discuss with the
officials responsible for various geographic sectors the missions
devolving on ICRC delegates in the Middle East, in Asia, in Africa
or in South America. Two practical exercises gave an air of reality
to the courses, one a simulated visit to a prison, the other an
exercise in relief to displaced persons.

Following a description of a National Society's organization by
Mr. Pascalis, Assistant Secretary-General of the Swiss Red Cross,
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the courses were concluded with a visit to the League of Red Cross
Societies, where participants were welcomed by Mr. Beer, Secretary-
General, together with his main colleagues.

An ICRC publication

The ICRC has just published, in a sixty page volume entitled
The Principles of International Humanitarian Law, the articles
written by Mr. Jean Pictet, Director-General of the ICRC. These
articles featured recently in consecutive issues of the International
Review.

This book deals with essentials; it gives full and concise defini-
tions of humanitarian law, the laws of war, of The Hague and of
Geneva, on the one hand, and of the principles which form the
basis and structure of humanitarian law on the other hand. It is
useful as a working document for the specialized research worker
and gives much food for thought to persons belonging to the Red
Cross world. It has been published in French and English and a
German version is being planned. It is available from the ICRC,
Geneva, at Sw.fr. 8.— per copy.
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