
BOOKS AND REVIEWS

HANDBUCH DER SCHWEIZERISCHEN AUSSENPOLITIK 1

This work is one of great substance, not only because of the thousand
pages it contains but mainly because of the richness and variety of its
contents, the work of 35 authors. Its purpose is to clarify Swiss foreign
policy in relation to the changing international situation. As indicated
in the preface by Mr. P. Graber, President of the Swiss Confederation,
a new epoch has begun, characterized by profound modifications in the
worldwide balance of power. The authors have undertaken to analyze
different aspects of their country's activity in international affairs.

We should like to give particular emphasis to the studies directly
affecting the Red Cross and its relations with the Swiss community—and
through these with the world at large.

In a contribution entitled "Switzerland and the Geneva Conventions
of 1949 for the Protection of War Victims," Mr. Jean Pictet, Vice-
President of the ICRC, sets forth the general provisions of the Con-
ventions and the rules for their application. He concludes with a dis-
cussion of the Diplomatic Conference and the results we can confidently
expect from it, commenting: "With the decisive support of the Swiss
Government, the ICRC will continue its efforts without letup, until we
attain that peace with justice which is the desire of all men of good will."

Mr. Hans Haug, President of the Swiss Red Cross, one of those who
proposed publication of the work and supervised its production, in his
own contribution entitled Humanitare Hilfe bei bewaffneten Konflikten
und bei Katastrophen, draws attention to the fact that humanitarian
assistance to other countries and to foreign citizens in Switzerland has
historically been an ideal to which the Swiss people have given practical
effect and that such assistance is an element in Swiss foreign policy.
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Among the principles at the heart of humanitarian assistance, which has
become a decisive element in that policy, neutrality and solidarity must
be singled out. Referring to the unique character and achievements of
the Red Cross, Mr. Haug discusses both the work of the ICRC and that
of the Swiss Red Cross.

Mrs. D. Bindschedler-Robert, a member of the ICRC, devoted her
contribution to the subject of "Good Offices in Swiss Foreign Policy".
Although the ICRC is a private association under Swiss law, she notes
that it "occupies a special place, in view of its status as an institution
partially subject to international law and the functions assigned to it
by the Geneva Conventions."

MAX HUBER: DER BARMHERZIGE SAMARITER ]

During the Second World War, when he was President of the ICRC,
Max Huber published a brief work in which he summed up, from the
point of view of a Christian, his reflections upon the tragic events which
disturbed him so deeply. These were his personal views, concerning the
Bible and the work of the Red Cross. He expressed the hope that other
writers, with different outlooks, would try to define what brought them
together; to express their fundamental conception of the task carried
out every day under the aegis of the Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red
Lion and Sun.

This work, with a foreword by Mr. Hans Haug, President of the
Swiss Red Cross, has been published under the joint patronage of that
Society and of the Alliance suisse des Samaritains.

J.-G. L.
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