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After considering the historical background, he analyses the
problem as revealed by a number of recent armed conflicts. He then
examines the work which is being undertaken to alleviate the
plight of war victims. After a careful analysis of the common
Article 3 of the Geneva Conventions, Mr. Bond explains the
various new draft rules which have been drawn up with a view to
their adoption by governments, mainly the work of the first and
second sessions of the Conference of Government Experts convened
in 1971 and 1972 by the ICRC, and the various drafts submitted
to those meetings, in particular the proposals of the Canadian and
US experts.

Mr. Bond concludes that a new Convention is absolutely
necessary. He stresses that any advances in protecting civilian
population in international armed conflict and any restrictions on
weapons and methods should automatically apply in internal
conflict.

This Well documented book comes at a very opportune moment
to explain to English-speaking jurists the humanitarian problems
arising during armed conflict within the territory of a single State.

C.P.

SLAWOMIR DABROWA: THE CIVILIAN POPULATION
IN ARMED CONFLICTS.1

Dr. Slawomir Dabrowa, a director at the Department of Inter-
national Relations in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Govern-
ment of the Polish People's Republic, has contributed actively
to the work of the ICRC on the reaffirmation and development of
international humanitarian law. Dr. Dabrowa was one of the
experts delegated to represent his country at the Conference of
Government Experts on the Reafnrmation and Development of
International Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts
(Geneva, 24 May—12 June 1971, 3 May—3 June 1972). At both
sessions, he was Chairman of Commission III, set up to study the

1 Wydawnictwo Ministerstwa Obrony Narodowej.
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question of the protection of the civilian population against dangers
of hostilities, and was also present at the two Conferences of Red
Cross Experts, held at The Hague (March 1971) and Vienna (March
1972).

The keen attention which Dr. Dabrowa has always given to
problems related to the protection of the civilian population has
been crystallized in an important book entitled " The civilian
population in armed conflicts ", published in Warsaw in January
1974.

This monograph, nearly 400 pages in length, is written in
Polish, but includes a table of contents in English and French.

Dr. Dabrowa examines all aspects of the protection of the
civilian population: after reviewing in Part One the origins and
legal bases of the protection of the civilian population, he goes on to
discuss, in Part Two, the present legal status of the civilian population;
Part Three is devoted to a study of development trends of the law
of armed conflicts concerning the protection of the civilian population,
based mainly on the work of the United Nations and the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross in this field.

D.B.

Hospital social worker by Carole M. Smith, Nursing Times, London,
14 March 1974.

The care of a patient in hospital usually involves the integrated
efforts of many members of the hospital staff—nurses, doctors, patho-
logists and other specialists whose functions are readily understood by
their co-workers.

The hospital social worker, however, is in rather an anomalous posi-
tion. She does not contribute directly towards the acknowledged aims
of the hospital team and there is often a lack of clarity about her role
vis-a-vis the patient and her co-workers, within the hospital setting.

This article is intended to make the situation a little clearer and
perhaps broaden ideas about what the social worker can offer in terms of
specialist help to the patient, and to help make diagnosis and treatment
more effective.

A brief description of the training for professional social work will
explain our particular approach to the individual in hospital. Such
training may be seen in terms of two major components: knowledge and
technique.
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