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Africa

Mozambique

The regional delegate of the International Committee of the Red
Cross for Southern Africa was in Mozambique from 1 to 18 December
1974. At Lourenco Marques he met high government authorities,
including the Prime Minister of the transitional Government, and local
Red Cross leaders.

He went to the provinces of Tete and Beira to ascertain the food
and medical requirements of the population directly affected by recent
events. Having estimated those needs, the ICRC, in co-operation with
the Swiss Government, set up a relief programme totalling 200,000 Swiss
francs, which comprised distributions of powdered milk and medicines
to be carried out on the spot by the local Red Cross.

Lastly, during his stay in Mozambique the ICRC regional delegate
visited thirty-one political detainees in the Beira and Machava prisons.

Latin America

Chile

During December 1974, ICRC delegates in Chile carried out forty-
five visits to places of detention and altogether saw more than 7,000
detainees, some 2,600 of whom were held for reasons or offences of a
political nature. Visits are continuing to be made throughout the country.

The ICRC also continued to aid detainees and their needy families by
distributing relief supplies. The food, medicines and clothing distributed
in prisons and to about 2,800 families totalled 27,000 US dollars.
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Colombia

The ICRC regional delegate for South America, accompanied by
two other delegates, carried out a mission to Colombia in December 1974.
At Bogota, the ICRC delegates met Colombian Red Cross leaders. At
government level, they conferred with the Ministers of Defence and
Health, with the Vice-Minister of Justice, and with the Director-General
of Prisons. Lastly, they talked with university professors about the dis-
semination of the Geneva Conventions.

The delegates subsequently visited places of detention at Bogota
and in the rest of the country. They went to eighteen prisons and saw
several thousand detainees, among them some 150 held for reasons or
offences of a political nature. Following this round of visits, the ICRC
is now considering the possibility of despatching further relief in the form
of medical supplies.

Asia

Khmer Republic

The recrudescence of fighting in the Khmer Republic has led to an
intensification of the activities of ICRC delegates and medical teams in
that country.

At Phnom-Penh, four medical and surgical teams have worked
unremittingly in the main hospitals to which wounded civilians and
soldiers are evacuated, besides which they have continued their round of
visits to camps to which new refugees have been coming in large numbers.
It will be recalled that the six teams were sent by the National Red Cross
Societies of the Federal Republic of Germany, Sweden, Switzerland and
the United Kingdom.

Lastly, the assistance to refugees in camps west of Phnom-Penh, of
which the ICRC is in charge in co-operation with the Khmer Red Cross,
has also been increased.

Republic of Vietnam

The Government of the Republic of Vietnam has appealed to the
ICRC and to other international organizations for relief supplies such
as tents, food, clothing and medicines, for several thousand civilians who
have fled from the fighting area in the province of Phuoc-Binh. The
ICRC, whose delegation there has been co-operating with the Red Cross
of the Republic of Vietnam, has informed the latter that it is prepared
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to provide increased assistance for the victims, and to that end has
requested a detailed list of requirements.

India
During the first week of January 1975, the ICRC opened at New

Delhi a regional delegation for the Asian sub-continent. The permanent
delegate appointed will deal with matters concerning eight countries,
namely Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, the Republic of
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. This regional delegation
succeeds the one established by the ICRC during the December 1971
war and gradually withdrawn in past months.

Pakistan
Following the earthquake which ravaged northern Pakistan at the

end of 1974, the ICRC made a donation to the Pakistan Red Crescent
Society for its relief work. In addition, on 3 January 1975 the ICRC
delegate in India met his Pakistan counterparts at the Wagah frontier
post and handed them 2,000 blankets provided for the victims by the
Indian Red Cross. The action was carried out through the ICRC in
Geneva, since communications between India and Pakistan had broken
down owing to the disaster.

Lastly, the ICRC made its radiocommunication network between
Switzerland and its delegation in Pakistan available to the League of
Red Cross Societies in Geneva.

Philippines
During the month of December 1974, the ICRC regional delegate for

South-East Asia, accompanied by another delegate, went on a mission
to the Philippines. The two delegates visited twelve places of detention
where they saw approximately 2,000 detainees, 500 of whom were held
for reasons or offences of a political nature.

The regional delegate also went south to study the situation after the
incidents which had taken place in past months.

Europe

Cyprus
The ICRC delegation in Cyprus, totalling about fifty persons, is

pursuing its activities throughout the island. The six medical teams
(five provided by the National Red Cross Societies of Denmark, Finland,
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Ireland and the Federal Republic of Germany, and one by the ICRC) are
still at work, both in the northern area under Turkish armed control and
in the Greek Cypriot area.

The work of the delegates and the medical personnel mainly consists
in visiting villages still inhabited by isolated Turkish or Greek communi-
ties, and providing material relief and medical care.

There have been a large number of transfer operations to evacuate
serious cases to the nearest hospital or from one area to another. Such
special cases call for preliminary negotiations which are carried out by
the ICRC Tracing Agency established at five points in the island (one
bureau in the Turkish district of Nicosia, and the others in the Greek
district of Nicosia, at Larnaca, Limassol and Ormidhia, in the south).
However, six months after the conflict, the main task of the six Agency
experts sent from Geneva, assisted by some eighty employees, is still that
of tracing missing persons. Family messages exchanged have reached a
figure of 6,000 a day.

Middle East

Repatriation of Arab civilians. — Two operations for the release and
repatriation of Arab civilians were carried out in the last weeks of 1974,
in the presence of ICRC delegates. On the one hand, four Lebanese
civilians, captured by Israeli armed forces in southern Lebanon in Decem-
ber 1974, returned to their country via the Roshanikra frontier post.
On the other hand, three Syrian nationals, from a village in territory
occupied during the October 1973 war, were released and repatriated
via Kuneitra.

Family reuniting. — Two family reuniting operations took place, on
17 December 1974 and 2 January 1975, under the auspices of the ICRC,
in the United Nations buffer zone, on the El Qantara road. Altogether
185 persons were able to cross over into occupied Gaza-Sinai territory;
conversely, 422 crossed over into the Nile Valley.

Visit to southern Sinai. — During the last few weeks of 1974, an ICRC
delegate in Israel and occupied territories went on a several days' mission
to southern Sinai. In the course of a trip which took him to Abu Zeneima,
Abu Rudeis and St. Catherine, the delegate made inquiries about the
living conditions of the Bedouin population, especially as regards food
and health.
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