
COMMEMORATION IN GENEVA
OF THE 150th ANNIVERSARY

OF THE BIRTH OF HENRY DUNANT

A ceremony commemorating the 150th anniversary of the birth of Henry
Dunant took place on 8 May in Geneva, in the Aula of the University.

Mr. Alexandre Hay, President of the ICRC, Mr. J. A. Adefarasin,
President of the League of Red Cross Societies, and Mr. Hans Haug,
President of the Swiss Red Cross, delivered addresses. The Swiss Confeder-
ation, the Canton and the City of Geneva were represented at the ceremony
by Mr. P. Aubert, Federal Councillor, Mr. W. Dome, President of the
Geneva State Council, and Mr. C. Ketterer, Mayor of Geneva, each of
whom also addressed the guests invited to the ceremony.

Extracts from the speeches are reproduced in this issue of International
Review. A booklet containing the full texts will be issued separately.

Address by Mr Alexandre Hay

President of the International Committee of the Red Cross

The man whose birth we commemorate today is one of those human
beings whose ideas have caused great changes in the world. By his action
and by bis vision of a different order of things to come he modified,
apparently irreversibly, man's attitude to war and suffering. His renown
has spread all over tjie earth and there is not a country that pays not
tribute to the man and to his achievements.

But if we examine more closely Henry Dunant's long life, we find it
difficult to grasp his character. He appears as a man of contradictory
natures, full of grandiose ideas and plans, some of which are consistent
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whilst others are opposed to each other. He appeared to be always
moving about. Even as a young man, before he was swept along by the
institution which he fathered, he conceived vast projects, espoused
passionately causes which he considered to be just; and at the same time
travelled over lands and seas. All his life he bore the mark of this cons-
tant wandering and retained all along an inquiring mind and spirit.

Was it this urge to wander that led him to Solferino ? History and
legend have represented him as a man in white who, after the battle,
endeavoured to organize on the spot a voluntary relief action and sought
to alleviate the suffering of the wounded and the dying. But that was not
all. The shock, one could almost say the revelation, he received at the
sight on the battlefield never left him. Once he had identified the ill, his
mind immediately thought up a remedy. And this time, it could be said
that his errant spirit found a path from which he did not deviate. This
man of unbounded imagination understood that he would be unable to
communicate his message and gather supporters unless he were to pre-
sent it in a form that was polished, matured and documented, that was an
indictment and at the same time a cry of hope, a message which proposed
a remedy while it diagnosed the ill. In Dunant's mind, from that time
until his death, war was the evil to be eradicated. But he had no illusions.
The period in which he lived was not ready for the establishment of a
permanent peace; on the contrary, he feared that in the years to come
still more destructive wars would be waged. He therefore threw all his
energies into the effort to protect the victims and proclaimed how this
was to be achieved: by the conclusion of an international convention
and the creation of relief societies for the wounded. Today, this seems
natural enough, but at the time it needed a good deal of imagination and
boldness to conceive such a plan. In a single phrase, Dunant had invented
the Red Cross.

The ICRC President next spoke of the five-man committee formed in
Geneva in February 1863, which was to become the International Committee
of the Red Cross, and of the joint efforts made by Henry Dunant and
Gustave Moynier to put into practice Dunant's ideas until their separation
in 1867.

As we call to mind the life of Henry Dunant, we would wish that he
had known only bright and happy days. We would like to learn that he
had gathered the fruits of his labours and had continued his life-work
amid universal acclaim. We known that this was not to be. But even in
his days of misfortune, Dunant was not forsaken by those forces of
creativity and indignation which possessed him at the time of his success.
Even while his life-work was slipping away from him, even while people
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feigned to ignore that it was he its author, he planned new projects and
proposed further reforms.

When he did not know to whom he could turn, he wrote. He wrote
unceasingly letters and memoirs; and one is astonished to find, as the
huge number of manuscripts which he left after his death are sorted and
examined, all the ideas and plans which they contain and which, once
again, put him well ahead of his epoch.

In his solitude, he condemns the errors made by mankind, errors
which he foresees will have to be paid for dearly. "Our enemy", he wrote,
"our true enemy, is not one of our neighbouring countries, it is hunger,
cold, poverty, ignorance, superstition." He condemns wars, the greed of
empires, compulsory military service. In his view, the advance of science,
through the use to which it is put, is a threat to our civilization.

In his writings during the very last years of his life, he no longer men-
tions any remedy other than the possibility of divine intervention. The
return to public notice and the honours which brightened his final years
do not put a stop to his fulminations against a civilization bent on self-
destruction.

Such was the man, torn by the contradictions in his character, but
ever ready to combat violence, injustice and poverty. If he were to
return on this earth today, what would he do ? He would surely remind
us that the Red Cross is an organism that is steadily growing and that in
order to preserve the spirit which he infused into it when it was created, it
should remain capable of arising in indignation and of rejecting supine
resignation.

Alexandra HAY

Message of Mr J. A. Adefarasin,

President of the League of Red Cross Societies

It is a momentous occasion in the history of mankind that here, in the
city of Geneva, some 150 years ago, a great man, Henry Dunant, was
born. He it was who gave birth to that most excellent spirit of the Red
Cross by which millions of men and women, all over the world, regardless
of their faith, their colour, their political ideology have brought hope to
the afflicted, relief to the suffering, freedom for the captive and a new life
for millions of handicapped peoples of our world... Today 125 National
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Red Cross, Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies are carrying
out his wishes. From one man to 230 million. ...Red Cross is present
wherever suffering, illness and misery must be fought and where life,
health and man's dignity need protecting.

Dunant was a visionary in a number of fields. We must credit him
with having been the originator of what is today the Young Men's
Christian Association. More than sixty years before the League of
Nations he was already thinking of a permanent Committee of Mediation.
The International Court of Justice, the International Labour Organisa-
tion, the World Health Organization and UNESCO are all a tangible
testimony to his greatness of thought. There are other ideas of his which
have not yet seen the light of day but which may still become a reality.

It is the diversity and the simplicity of Dunant's work which strikes
us and the common thread which runs through it all — to improve man's
life, to render it more harmonious and above all, more peaceful.

This day we are celebrating is a striking homage to the man who,
through his strength and willpower, managed to bring millions of men
together into a universal movement. This year the Red Cross wants to
remind the world of the work accomplished by its first volunteer and has
chosen the slogan "Join in !"

May these simple words and their universal significance continue to
encourage ever more goodwill and understanding between men of all
nations.

J. A. ADEFARASIN

Address by Federal Councillor Pierre Aubert,

Head of the Federal Political Department

The topicality, importance and necessity of humanitarian action by
the International Red Cross are constantly being demonstrated by events.
In a world in which, violence cannot be held in check, despite periods of
relative calm that give rise to hopes of peace, the role and mission of the
Red Cross as a neutral intermediary is continually increasing. Thanks to
the dedication of men and women who selflessly devote their lives to the
service of mankind, the wounds and cruel suffering inflicted by man in
time of armed conflict and by nature in time of peace can be attenuated
and the victims helped.
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In armed conflicts the ICRC does everything it can to ensure that the
parties involved honour their obligations under the Geneva Conventions
and that the Red Cross flag is hoisted in stricken regions and in prison
camps.

The National Red Cross Societies, which today exist in nearly every
State in the world, contribute substantial logistic and material support to
the operations undertaken in their countries by the ICRC. In addition,
they act as auxiliaries to the public authorities in time of peace, extending
their activities to all sectors of life and social welfare.

The League of Red Cross Societies, founded in 1919, co-ordinates
their activities to which it gives fresh impetus. As a result, in the course of
the years, ever-greater tasks have been assumed by National Societies and
the League, such as the development of paramedical services, the dis-
tribution of relief and the provision of aid in the event of disaster.

All these activities, extensions and developments of the initial aims of
the Red Cross, are entirely consistent with the revolutionary ideas
conceived more than a hundred years ago by a man of vision, Henry
Dunant.

Yet, over the years, the International Red Cross has been confronted
with new demands and has developed to meet them. The first Geneva
Convention in 1864, providing for the improvement of the lot only of the
wounded in armies in the field, has been supplemented by others for the
protection of wounded, sick and shipwrecked members of armed forces
at sea, and for the protection of civilians in occupied territory and
prisoners of war. The international principle which the great man we are
honouring today devised and later caused to be accepted, the principle of
the neutrality of certain categories of persons in war, thus developed
into a massive set of rules today called international humanitarian law.

The latest effort perpetuating Dunant's work was the Conference on
the Reaffirmation and Development of International Humanitarian Law
applicable in Armed Conflicts. This was held in Geneva, at the invitation
of the Federal Council, from 1974 to 1977. The outcome was two Proto-
cols to the 1949 Geneva Conventions.

The International Red Cross played a leading role in that conference,
especially the ICRC which, guided by its long experience, drafted the
Protocols and whose co-operation in this law-making process was in-
valuable. By reinforcing the role of the ICRC, the League and the
National Societies, the Protocols are further proof of the worldwide
extension of the Red Cross and of the international community's con-
fidence in it.
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The resultant increased responsibility makes it more important than
ever for the Red Cross to co-operate with national authorities whose duty
it is to ensure application of the Conventions. I know that no effort will
be spared to that end. In particular, dissemination of knowledge of
international humanitarian law is an International Red Cross assignment
to which we attach the greatest value and give our unqualified support...
Our country considers its obligations as a host State, as the depositary of
the Conventions, and as a sometime Protecting Power, to be a sacred
trust from the founders of the Red Cross. Our country considers the
duty to work for the advancement of humanitarian law as an essential
feature of its foreign policy.

It is no mere chance that Switzerland has been closely associated with
the movement which started within its borders. There is an obvious
parallel between the Red Cross principles and those which guide our
foreign policy. Neutrality, solidarity, universality, availability; these are
common to Switzerland and the Red Cross, and have long made for
affinity...

As the recent Diplomatic Conference showed, the intense co-operation
between the ICRC and the Confederation has in no way diminished
either's freedom of action...

The contribution which our country can make to the defence of human
rights is, to my mind, the finest tribute we can pay to the memory of
Henry Dunant.

P. AUBERT
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