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EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES

Africa

Southern Africa

Rhodesia/Zimbabwe

Application of humanitarian law. — The President of the African
National Council (ANC), Rev. Ndabaningi Sithole, informed the ICRC,
in September 1977, that his movement would observe the Geneva
Conventions and Protocols. This is the second affirmative reply to the
appeal made on 14 January 1977 by the ICRC President asking the
Parties to the conflict in Southern Africa to respect the humanitarian
principles.

In June 1977 Mr. Joshua Nkomo, President of ANC-ZAPU and
joint leader of the Patriotic Front, had made a similar statement.

Respect of the red cross sign. — The ICRC has received a list of
hospitals and dispensaries throughout the country. It will communicate
this list to all the Parties to the conflict, with the aim of ensuring the
protection of medical establishments.

Protection activities. — The quarterly distribution of parcels in prisons
in Rhodesia/Zimbabwe visited by the ICRC began in October. From
4 to 7 October, altogether 912 parcels were handed over in the following
prisons: Marandellas, Salisbury Remand, Chikurubi Female, Wha Wha,
Connemara, Gwelo, Que Que, Gatooma and Buffalo Range.

The second series of visits to administrative detainees in 1977 will
commence at the end of November. In May, when the first series of
visits took place, ICRC delegates saw 817 prisoners, held in eight
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different places of detention. The ICRC has still not been able to gain
access to convicted political prisoners.

Medical activities. — A mobile medical team, consisting of a doctor
and a nurse, left Switzerland for Rhodesia at the end of October. It will
supervise the local Red Cross voluntary workers' campaign in the
protected villages and will co-ordinate the supply of ICRC medicaments
to the various mission hospitals and dispensaries.

The first group of voluntary workers began their activities on 1 Sep-
tember 1977 and seventeen first aid posts were opened in the Centenary,
Chiweshe, Mount Darwin and Mudzi districts.

The second group of Red Cross voluntary workers will be completing
the course given by the local Red Cross at the Westwood Training
Centre and will then set out to provide basic medical care in the protected
villages.

Relief. — In July, August and September, the ICRC distributed
67 tons of food and provided medical aid to a value of about 30,000 Swiss
francs in the missions and protected villages in Rhodesia/Zimbabwe.
During the same period, ICRC aid to detainees amounted to 28,600
Swiss francs.

Mozambique

From 26 September to 21 October 1977, Mr. Thierry Germond,
ICRC delegate, was in Mozambique. At Maputo, he spoke with govern-
ment officials and with leaders of the Zimbabwe African National Union
(ZANU). He also met representatives of United Nations specialized
agencies. In his talks, Mr. Germond raised the possibility of an ICRC
delegation's being opened in Maputo and discussed various other
questions connected with ICRC protection and assistance activities in
southern Africa. The ICRC delegate also visited the refugee camps at
Tronga and Doroi.

From January to September 1977, the ICRC sent to Mozambique
milk powder and clothing for the refugees; medicaments and an ambu-
lance were handed over the ZANU. The total value of these relief
supplies was 266,218 Swiss francs.

During the same period, the ICRC sent to Angola 3 tons of medica-
ments (value 64,166 Swiss francs) for SWAPO.
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East Africa

Cholera epidemic checked

After the ICRC had despatched anti-cholera vaccines, at a request
made at the end of the summer by the Eritrean Relief Association,
the cholera epidemic which had broken out among the population in
Eritrea was checked. In a letter sent at the end of October, the Eritrean
Relief Association thanked the ICRC for its aid and stated that, thanks
to the ICRC's prompt assistance and the joint efforts of the ICRC
and the Association, the situation had been brought under control and
the danger of epidemics eliminated.

Ogaden conflict

On 9 September 1977, the ICRC appealed to governments and
National Red Cross Societies to lend material and financial support for
its emergency relief campaign in aid of the civilian and military victims
of the conflict in Ogaden. The appeal, already reported in International
Review's October issue, asked for a sum of 3.6 million Swiss francs.

By 27 October 1977, the following contributions had been promised:
1.8 million Swiss francs in cash and 99,000 Swiss francs in kind from
eight Governments; 605,000 Swiss francs in cash and 67,000 Swiss
francs in kind from fourteen National Societies, and about 10,000 Swiss
francs from two private donors.

Field missions. — In the second half of September, two missions were
despatched to the Ogaden region to assess the needs and the possibility
of ICRC action. One was conducted by Mr. A. Beaud, of the ICRC
Relief Division, accompanied by Dr. Liebeskind, who went to the
Ethiopian side of the front, and the second by Mr. U. Bedert, ICRC
regional delegate, and Dr. A. Brun, to the other side.

From 9 to 30 October 1977, Mr. Frank Schmidt, ICRC delegate
general for Africa, was in East Africa and had meetings with various
government and Red Cross officials of both sides. At the ICRC regional
delegation in Nairobi, Mr. Schmidt and ICRC delegates had a number
of working sessions. Mr. Schmidt's mission enabled him to examine
the ICRC's role and activities in relation to the Ogaden conflict and
work out plans accordingly.
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Protection. — In October, ICRC delegates visited prisoners of war
captured on both sides of the front. At Geladi, they saw 150 Ethiopian
prisoners of war, while in Ethiopia, an ICRC delegate visited three
prisoners of war.

Latin America

Chile

The ICRC delegation in Chile continued providing protection
assistance to detainees and their families in September and October.
The ICRC doctors and delegates visited ten places of detention in which
there were 36 detainees in September and nine places of detention in
which there were 130 detainees in October. During that period the assis-
tance given in prisons amounted to a value of 3,432 dollars. For detainees'
families and for other distressed people the ICRC provided primary
necessities to about 1,000 families in Santiago and the provinces. In
September this assistance was valued at 43,329 dollars and in October
29,276 dollars.

Argentina

In September and October ICRC assistance to the needy families
of detainees continued.

On 12 October, Mr. Rolf Jenny, regional ICRC delegate for the
Southern Cone, was received by Colonel Ruiz Palacios, Under-Secretary
to the Ministry of the Interior, and on 14 October by Vice-Admiral
Oscar Antonio Montes, Minister of Foreign Affairs. With both these
officials, Mr. Jenny broached the question of future ICRC activities in
Argentina.

Paraguay

Mr. Jenny, accompanied by ICRC medical delegate Dr. Corthay,
went to Paraguay in the second half of October. In Asuncion and in the
provinces they visited three places of detention in which they saw 199
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detainees, arrested for political reasons. They delivered relief supplies
during their visits.

In addition, Mr. Jenny was received by the Head of State, President
Alfredo Stroessner.

Guatemala

At the end of September and beginning of October, the ICRC
regional delegate for Central America and the Caribbean, Mr. Raymond
Chevalley, visited seven places of detention in the Guatemala capital
and provinces, where he saw a number of people detained for political
reasons. Mr. Chevalley met the Minister of the Interior and the leading
members of the National Society.

Venezuela

Mr. Leonard Isler, regional delegate for South America, visited two
military prisons in October, one in Caracas and one in Maracai'bo. He
saw some sixty persons held by the military authorities.

Colombia

In mid-October Mr. Isler went to Colombia. He visited two places
of detention in Bogota, two at Medellin and two at Cali, seeing, in all,
43 persons detained for political reasons. While in Bogota, Mr. Isler
met the Minister of Justice and the leaders of the National Red Cross.

Asia

Philippines

Mission by a member of the Relief Division

From 1 to 30 September, Mrs. Michele Mascherpa, assistant to
the Head of the ICRC Relief Division, was on a mission in the Phi-
lippines. Her object was to report on how food donated by the European
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Economic Community and forwarded by the ICRC was received and
distributed to the persons displaced by the events in Mindanao. The
programme of the Philippine Red Cross Society for 1977 included the
distribution in Mindanao of 1,660 tons of rice and 700 tons of powdered
milk.

Mrs. Mascherpa was received in Manila by the National Society
leaders and by the authorities.

From 13 to 26 September she visited ten provinces on the island
of Mindanao where, accompanied by the National Red Cross, she went
to the reception centres for displaced persons and attended the relief
distributions.

Laos

In October, Mr. Roland Due, Head of the ICRC delegation in
Laos, distributed to several hospitals in Vientiane medical supplies to a
value of 28,600 dollars. This distribution was part of a joint League-
ICRC action in Indochina (INDSEC).

Thailand

The ICRC delegates in Thailand, in September, visited 23 police
stations and two refugee transit camps in the north and the east of the
country. They saw a total of 852 persons detained for illegal entry into
the country. In addition, they visited the Immigration Center at Bangkok
in which there were 188 detainees. These visits were continued in
October.

Sri Lanka

From 6 to 17 September, Mr. Dominique Borel, ICRC regional
delegate for the Asian sub-continent, was in Sri Lanka. In the "New
Magazine" prison at Colombo he saw 498 detainees of whom 123 had
been arrested for political reasons.

Bangladesh

Mr. Borel went to Bangladesh in October. At Dacca he had talks
with government officials and the leading members of the National
Red Cross Society on humanitarian problems.
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Europe

Cyprus

From 15 to 28 September, Mr. Georg Hoffmann, ICRC delegate,
visited the Greek-Cypriot communities living in the northern zone of
the island.

Mr. Hoffmann, who had discussions with the Cypriot authorities
and Red Cross and with the United Nations representatives, was the
first ICRC delegate to go to Cyprus since the Nicosia delegation was
closed at the end of June.

Yugoslavia

Mr. Robert Gaillard-Moret, Head of the Documentation and
Dissemination Division of the ICRC, and Mr. Philippe Grand d'Haute-
ville, delegate, attended the International Junior Red Cross meeting in
Belgrade, hosted by the Yugoslav Red Cross from 4 to 9 September.

Apart from the ICRC, the League, the Henry Dunant Institute
and some forty Red Cross Societies were represented at the meeting, on
which International Review gave a report in its October issue.

Czechoslovakia

From 24 to 29 October, Mr. Philippe Grand d'Hauteville, was in
Czechoslovakia and was received at the headquarters of the Czecho-
slovak Red Cross. He also visited the National Society's branch at
Karlovy Vary. The cordial reception extended to Mr. Grand d'Haute-
ville and his discussions with the National Society leaders contributed
to the forging of closer links between the ICRC and the Czech National
Society.

Finland

Mr. Alain Modoux, Head of the Press and Information Division
of the ICRC, was in Finland from 4 to 7 October at the invitation of
the Finnish Red Cross. Apart from visiting the National Society set-up,
Mr. Modoux gave several talks in Helsinki both to the Red Cross and
to Press and Public Relations circles.
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Middle East

Lebanon

The ICRC continued distributing relief in 57 villages in the south of
Lebanon to aid some 70,000 persons near the border. This programme,
approved by the Lebanese Government, required considerable logistic
support in addition to 368 tons of supplies which the ICRC had held in
reserve in Cyprus. When that stock is exhausted, it is planned that the
Lebanese Government and UNICEF will make goods available to the
ICRC to enable it to carry on this distribution.

Concomitantly, the ICRC delegates conducted a survey of conditions
for some 500 displaced families in the Tyre region. It will subsequently
submit to the Government a report which will enable the Government
to take the necessary measures to help these people and ensure their
return to their villages.

ICRC delegates, on 15 October, visited a number of persons detained
by the Arab Peacekeeping Force. An agreement was reached on regular
visits by the ICRC. In the south, the ICRC several times visited eight
detainees, including three Lebanese journalists, held by the "conservative
forces" in the Marjayoun region. The delegates delivered supplies and
family messages to the prisoners.

The ICRC is continuing its programme for the disabled. A specialist
in the field of paraplegics has made a survey with a view to submitting
a plan to the authorities for nationwide action. In addition, the specialist
in ocular prostheses began a new series for consultations at the end of
October. He expects to tend some hundred patients (during his previous
mission last May he treated 267 patients). The British prosthetists will
return to Lebanon in the second fortnight of November, when they will
fit with artificial limbs made in the United Kingdom the 206 disabled
persons recorded in August.

An ICRC doctor and nurse are continuing their work in southern
Lebanon. They regularly visit and supply dispensaries and hospitals.

An important operation throughout the whole of Lebanon is the
tracing of missing persons. More than 10,000 inquiries were processed
in September. In addition, the events in the south of the country have
resulted in a considerable increase in the exchange of mail between the
members of dispersed families (more than 3,000 in the last two months).

The phasing out of the ICRC operations is continuing in Lebanon.
The offices of the Central Tracing Agency in Tripoli and Jounieh are
soon expected to close. All records will then be centralized in Beirut.
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The staff strength of the delegation is in all 93 persons (23 ICRC delegates
and 70 Lebanese employees).

Israel and occupied territories

In September, 1,598 students from the occupied territories of Gaza
and Sinai returned to Cairo in three groups, to resume their studies after
two months vacation. The operations were supervised by ICRC
delegates. At the same time, sixteen persons also crossed the check-
point to visit relatives, while 56 others went in the opposite direction to
the occupied territories. In addition, an ambulance for the El Arish
branch of the Red Crescent Society and 124 tons of relief supplies were
forwarded from Cairo to the occupied territories of Gaza and Sinai.

In October, three further transfer operations took place, allowing
513 graduates, and 227 persons who had gone to Cairo to visit their
relatives, to return to their homes in the occupied territories. From the
occupied territories, 617 students went to Cairo to commence their
studies at the university, together with 446 visitors.

Jordan

On 29 September, ICRC delegates supervised the transfer across the
Allenby Bridge of two persons who had crossed illegally from the
West Bank to the territory east of the River Jordan, and whom they had
visited in an Amman prison.

Syrian Arab Republic

In October, the ICRC delegate in the Syrian Arab Republic,
Mr. D. Delapraz, went round the areas around Horns, Tartus, Latakia
and Hama, visiting the local branches of the Syrian Red Crescent
Society. The purpose of his voyage was to get better acquainted with
all their various activities, especially those in aid of the refugees who
had fled from Lebanon.
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