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ICRC Assembly at Basle

The Assembly of the International Committee of the Red Cross met
in Basle on 2 and 3 June.

The meetings of the Assembly took place in Basle City Hall. After-
wards, the ICRC welcomed the civic authorities and representatives of
the churches, the economic sectors, education and the local press, to a
reception. The occasion ended with a public « round table discussion »
on « The ICRC and humanitarian imperatives of today and tomorrow ».
An ICRC information centre, comprising an exhibition with multi-
vision equipment and a publications stand, was open to the public
throughout the Assembly's deliberations, and was visited by many
school parties.

In taking this step, the ICRC wished to demonstrate its links with
Basle, home of more than one generous humanitarian institution —
for example, it was in Basle that the central prisoner-of-war agency was
set up in the war of 1870-1871 — and birth place of several eminent
personalities of the Red Cross. At the same time the International
Committee desired to emphasize that though its headquarters may be
in Geneva and its mission completely international, it is made up of
Swiss citizens, and that the material and moral support of the Swiss
people is vital to enable it to perform its humanitarian activities all over
the world.

ICRC President visits National Societies

The President of the ICRC, Mr. Alexandre Hay, attended the cen-
tenary commemorations of two National Red Cross Societies during the
month of May.

From 6 to 8 May he was in Helsinki, accompanied by Mr. R. Pesta-
lozzi, member of the International Committee, and Mr. M. Borsinger,
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