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which have been held, from the 1874 Conference in Brussels to the 1976
Conference in Geneva. He gives factual examples of application and
examines the difficulties as well as the possibilities of ensuring, for cap-
tured combatants, the guarantees to which prisoners of war are de jure
and de facto entitled. A large amount of space is given over by the
author to ICRC documentation and action in this field, and he expresses
the hope that the ICRC might be able not only to keep up but to develop
its activities in aid of prisoners of war.

In his conclusions, the author recalls briefly the gradual development
of the concept of prisoners of war throughout the years and refers to the
growing influence of jus ad helium over jus in bello (which is to be found
in the reservations to article 85 of the Third Convention, and also in the
current discussions on mercenaries and liberation movements). He dis-
cusses also the problem of unconventional warfare, in which the applica-
tion of the Conventions has been governed more by political and military
considerations than by a legal obligation. He also mentions that the
difference between the treatment of prisoners of war and that of other
detainees has diminished and concludes that in any future humanitarian
law the human rights aspect will be stronger than certain other notions
connected with juridical classifications originating from nineteenth
century practice.

PHILIP SELBY: "HEALTH IN 1980-1990 »*

This study, published under the auspices of the Henry Dunant Insti-
tute in Geneva and Sandoz S.A. in Basle, provides a look into the future
for some of the physical aspects of human well-being. Dealing with nearly
every aspect of health protection, it sheds light on many fundamental
problems we face today and those we shall confront during the next two
decades. What will these problems be, and how shall we set about solving
them?

To find answers to such questions, inquiries were made of 63 pro-
minent experts in 19 countries in the fields of clinical medicine, public

1 Editions S. Karger, Basle, and the Sandoz Laboratories.
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health and other disciplines relating directly or indirectly to human
health. They were asked simply to make predictions concerning health in
the future, rather than to offer their opinions about changes which might
be desirable in approaching health problems. Consideration was given
in the book not only to the views of the majority but also to especially
interesting ideas, even if they were put forward by only one of the author-
ities. The book may therefore arouse controversy, but it may also be the
starting point for fruitful discussion.

One must be grateful indeed for Dr. Selby's work in analyzing such a
variety of opinions from specialists in so many different but complemen-
tary fields and for producing a report which does not serve as the final
conclusion of an inquiry but rather as a starting point for future study and
research.

The French text of the work has been published recently under the
title La Sante Demain. The full title of the English original is Health in
1980-1990—A Predictive Study Based on an International Inquiry, by
Philip Selby, No. 6 in the series Perspectives in Medicine.
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