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GENEVA, 21 June 1976

Circular No 500
To the Central Committees of the National Red Cross,

Red Crescent and Red Lion and Sun Societies

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

In July 1973, the International Committee of the Red Cross adopted
new structures and the Assembly appointed Mr. Eric Martin as President.
His term of office extended until December 1975, but he agreed to remain
in the post until the end of June 1976.

The International Committee wishes to express to Mr. Martin its
deep appreciation of his outstanding service and his unflagging devotion
during a difficult period.

To succeed him, the International Committee has unanimously cho-
sen Mr. Alexandre Hay, who has now spent several months making
himself familiar with the current activities of Red Cross institutions and
studying the problems which the ICRC must solve in pursuing its human-
itarian work.

Mr. Hay will take up his post as President on 1 July, 1976. M. Roger
Gallopin has agreed to continue in his present functions as President of
the Executive Council until the end of this year, after which Mr. Hay
will preside alone over the ICRC.

*
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Born in Geneva in 1919, Mr. Alexandre Hay studied law and qualified
as an attorney. He first entered the Federal Political Department, after
which he held important posts in the Swiss Legation in Paris, the Euro-
pean Payments Union, and the Swiss National Bank, where, in 1956,
he was appointed head of the division dealing with international
relations. He became a director and then, in 1966, managing director
of the bank. In addition he is a member of the boards of several inter-
national monetary institutions.

* *

In seeking the services of Mr. Hay, the International Committee of
the Red Cross has placed at its head a man worthy of the task, which is a
particularly onerous one in the world of today, where the values of
humanity have to be defended with greater vigour. He will certainly
devote all his energies and all his intelligence to maintaining the high
ideals of the Red Cross.

The International Committee asks all National Societies to give to
the new President the loyal and indispensable support which they have
always provided in the past.
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