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EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES

Vietnam

Geneva Conventions.—Following the appeal on February 9 to
all belligerents, urging them to respect the essential humanitarian
rules in the conduct of the conflict in Vietnam, the ICRC received
from the Republic of Vietnam and US governments the assurance
that the Geneva Conventions would continue to be respected.
The Vietnamese authorities denied the reports of summary
executions.

Mr. Robert Jenny, Head of the ICRC Delegation in Saigon,
also conveyed to the authorities the ICRC's concern about the air
raids carried out on certain districts of the towns during the
February fighting and the losses which occurred among the civilian
population.

Visits to detention centres in South Vietnam.—In the first quarter
of 1968, ICRC delegates visited prisoner of war camps at Bien-Hoa,
Can-Tho, Da Nang, Phu-Quoc and Qui-Nhon, the screening centres
at Nui-Dat (under Australian control), Dong-Tarn, Can-Tho, Chu-
Lai, Phu-Bay and Da Nang (under American control) and the
Da Nang camp under Korean control. They also visited North
Vietnamese prisoners held by the Americans at Da Nang and the
Cong-Hoa military hospital.

The number of prisoners thus visited was 10,540. The delegates
talked freely without witnesses to prisoners of their own choosing
and later conveyed their observations and requests to the Detaining
Authorities, following up with written reports.
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Arrival of field hospital at Hanoi.1—The Red Cross of the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam informed the ICRC that the field
hospital which was sent it from Hanover on December 20, 1967,
arrived safe and sound. This 60 bed hospital includes a prefabricated
" clinobox " operating theatre in a container convertible to a wait-
ing room. It also includes tents for X-ray equipment, the laboratory,
the staff, the sick-bay and stores, as well as an electric generator
and a water purifying plant.

The complete hospital weighs 15 tons. It was sent to the Demo-
cratic Republic of Vietnam by the Transiberian railway and then
by sea. Transport was provided free of charge by the Soviet
Transport Company " Sojuzvneshtrans " and the Alliance of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies of the USSR.

Greece

The International Committee of the Red Cross has received
permission to continue the detention centre inspections in Greece
which it started after the events of April 1967. Delegate Laurent
Marti, who went to Athens in January, and Doctor-delegate Jacques
Chatillon, who joined him for a fortnight, returned to Geneva at
the end of March, having completed the fifth mission of assistance
to political detainees in Greece.

As in the course of previous inspection tours, the delegates were
admitted to the three camps for exiles at Yaros (Ghioura), Leros-
Lakki and Leros-Partheni, and to the prisons and hospitals which
had been visited before. Mr. Marti also went to other penitentiary
establishments in Athens, Egine, Crete and Salonika, in which
persons accused of or sentenced for political offences are held,
as well as to the C.I.D. lock-up in Athens.

At each place the International Committee's representatives
spoke to detainees of their own choosing, without witnesses, taking
note of their requests and enquiring thoroughly into detention
conditions. Dr. Chatillon's particular concern was the health of
patients he visited in hospital.

1 See International Review, January 1968.
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The delegates immediately reported their findings to the Greek
government: Mr. Marti broached the subject in his talks with
Mr. Pipinellis, Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Kalambokias, Min-
ister of Justice, and Mr. Tzevelekos, Minister of Public Order.
As usual, written reports will be sent to the Greek government.

Until the authorities put the delegates' suggestions into effect,
Mr. Marti and Dr. Chatillon, with the assistance of the Hellenic
Red Cross, distributed to detainees and their families, the relief
supplies which had been entrusted to the International Committee
for that purpose. In addition, Mr. Marti opened, at the Hellenic
Red Cross headquarters, an office for the transmission of news
between detainees and their families. A number of families have
already applied to the office, and thanks to this contact Mr. Marti
was himself able to pass family news to detainees and to inform
families of the state of health of their interned relatives from whom
they have been separated for many months. v

Middle East

As a result of negotiations by ICRC delegates in Amman and
Tel-Aviv, twelve soldiers of the Jordan army captured during the
fighting on March 21, 1968 East of the River Jordan, were re-
patriated at the end of March.

The operation took place under ICRC auspices on the occupied
West bank some 400 yards from the Allenby Bridge.

In addition, the ICRC delegate in Israel has been directed to
obtain a list of the hundred or so members of the El Fatah organi-
zation captured during the fighting on March 21 by the Israeli forces,
and to visit them, so that they may be granted the benefits of the
provisions of the Third Geneva Convention relating to prisoners
of war.
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