
M I S C E L L A N E O U S

PALAIS DES DROITS DE L'HOMME

The International Review last year published an article in which
the European Convention on Human Rights was presented as a useful
supplement to the Geneva Conventions. It was ratified by all member
States of the Council of Europe, the headquarters of which is in
Strasbourg. It was in that town, on September 28, 1965, that the
Palais des Droits de I'Homme was inaugurated. Mr. Polys Modinos,
Assistant Secretary-General to the Council of Europe, delivered the
following address:

For having built an edifice based on an ethical concept which
is more than ever necessary to the world, for having promoted, in
and for peace, the abiding disciplines of law, the Council of Europe
is today receiving from the town of Strasbourg this fine building
which it is* hoped will be worthy of the name Palais des Droits de
I'Homme.

I realize, Mr. Mayor, that it is your intention thereby to maintain
the traditions of Strasbourg, to prolong its history and at the same
time express in cement and stone that the Council of Europe has
fulfilled its great mission.

Having suffered throughout the centuries from hatred among
men and nations, having been ravaged time and again and having
seen destruction follow destruction, Strasbourg may first claim the
honour of raising a building devoted to the safeguard of human
rights.

This building is one of several—the Palais de la Paix in The
Hague, the Palais des Nations in Geneva, and other centres of
fellowship in New York, Brussels or Luxembourg—which were
erected after gory wars. These buildings are an admission of our
sins and our repentance, but they are also testimony to the victory
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of good over evil, justice over injustice, eternally symbolized by the
Parthenon.

Just as the basilicas and cathedrals have emerged triumphant
from the dark night of the catacombs, this new temple of justice
springs from our faith in destiny and our hope in our future.

Just as it is true that the worth of men is measured by their
creative ability and the fervour of their sentiments, buildings are
of value for the ideals which they evoke.

To recognize the rights of the individual and at the same time
the obligations of the community; to ensure respect for human
dignity; to define the limits of State powers; to entrust to inter-
national organizations the supervision of undertakings assumed;
to guarantee to one and all the exercice of the essential freedoms
for the maintenance of democracy; such are the predominant
principles of the European Convention on Human Rights.

The outcome of the great spiritual trends of our time, this
Convention bears within itself the stamp of universality. It teaches
that there are not two different types of justice, one for the
individual and the other for the State. Individuals and States must
observe the same moral rules. Neither are there two ethic codes,
one national and the other international, for Justice cannot hold
two sets of scale.

Here, more than anywhere the words of Montesquieu assume
their significance : «If I had something of use to my country which
was detrimental to Europe and the human race, I would regard it
as a crime ".

As the vigilant guardians of these principles, the Commission
and the European Court of Human Rights have earned their place
in a setting worthy of the task to which they have been dedicated
for years, without respite, without weakness, but with the proper
measure and consideration.

What has so far been accomplished—the five or six volumes of
jurisprudence hitherto unknown in the law of nations—proves that
the preparatory stage is long passed. We are no longer about to set
out upon our road, we are well on the way and the path is open
and well marked.

How justified is our satisfaction at being able to say that there
are now in Europe fifteen countries which have agreed to submit
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the operation of their own national institutions to an over-all
international control. And how can we fail to rejoice at the con-
fidence displayed by these countries in our European institutions
which, in reality, are only the projection of national institutions.

Thus, this Europe which destroyed itself without dying, today
shows itself capable of making human dignity man's " raison
d'etre ".

And as the right to life is the first of rights for nations and for
individuals, let us hope that this building will be, for us and future
generations, the expression of a life which can and will renew itself.
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