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THE OBJECTIVE OF WORLD POPULATION YEAR

As International Review has mentioned in a previous issue, the
United Nations has proclaimed 1974 World Population Year,
in order to arouse the conscience of mankind to the demographic
explosion. The May issue of the Unesco Courier is devoted to this
problem as revealed by various UN studies and enquiries.

The following extract from the Unesco publication explains the
purpose of the UN initiative.

The effects of today's population trends will be felt decades and
centuries from now. Measures aimed at modifying these trends—or
the failure to find and implement such measures—will be felt by
generations to come. It is those future generations who will either
reap the benefits or pay the price for our action or inaction today.

Because of the great time lag between action and effect, it is
important to begin today to find out—on a global scale—where
we are headed. This, in essence, is the objective of the World
Population Year, 1974, as designated by the United Nations, and
is the substance of the agenda for the World Population Conference
to be held in Bucharest (Romania) in August, 1974. Then, repre-
sentatives from United Nations member countries will convene to
discuss, analyse and make recommendations upon what has become
known, generally, as the " population problem ".

There are differing viewpoints as to the urgency of the world
population problem; some believe global catastrophe already
threatens the human race due to the vast population increase
multiplied by effects and demands of industry and technology.
Others are optimistic, seeing the solution in terms of technological
progress that will meet the needs of countless more billions. The
need for radical structural reforms of an economic, social and
political nature on a world and national scale is often stressed,
and some oppose what they consider to be an overemphasis on
family planning and population control.
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Whatever the differences, there is wide agreement on certain
assumptions that inevitably relate to population problems: that
nations are more interdependent than ever before; that the rich
have an obligation to help the poor; that no matter how many
people the earth might eventually support, too many too soon
can have, and are having, harmful effects; that society should
seek to improve the living standards and the quality of life of all
people; that overcrowding, pollution, poverty, ignorance, disease,
waste of resources and social alienation must be eliminated; that
the earth itself—fields and forests, lakes and seas—is now measur-
ably affected by man's activities and must be protected against
man's abuses in order to save mankind; that children should be
born into a family and a world that wants them; that nations can
and should help one another and combine their knowledge for the
benefit of all.

The population situation is different in each country. The
United Nations General Assembly, the Economic and Social Council
and its Population Commission have frequently emphasized that
it is the sovereign right of each government to establish its own
policy relating to population. Yet they have also recognized a
need for nations to come together and find common aims. The
World Population Year, 1974, and the World Population Con-
ference are expressions of this position.
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