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The author's criticism is not in the nature of an indictment. It
comes from an observer who claims to be as objective as anyone can
be and who, in conclusion, affirms that the ICRC was right in
assuming all responsibilities with regard to relief in Nigeria. The
means available were not always adequate for such an onerous
task, essential facilities were sometimes refused, and certain deci-
sions were delayed for want of sufficient safeguards. The ICRC
intervened for humanitarian reasons, and the victims' sufferings
compelled it to take ever further action, as Mr. Hentsch admits
when he says that the ICRC had to fulfil a task which no other
organization was able or willing to carry out: the task of provid-
ing relief for victims in both camps by ensuring the neutrality of
humanitarian aid.

J.-G. L.

Family Planning, World Health, January 1974.

... The United Nations decided that 1974 would be World Population
Year, and this should provide the opportunity to highlight a funda-
mental issue: in many countries, a large proportion of the people are
not receiving even minimal health care. Needs in developing countries
are great and the financial support for health purposes now being given
from outside is quite inadequate. At the same time, however, the
countries that need help must themselves undertake some basic reforms
if they are to achieve their objectives in health care and social well-being.

Unesco and Human Rights, M. P. Herzog, Unesco Chronicle, December
1974.

Twenty-five years ago, on 10 December 1948, the United Nations
General Assembly meeting in Paris proclaimed the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights. The principles set forth in it are of the first
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importance to Unesco, pledged under its Constitution " to contribute
to peace and security by promoting collaboration among the nations
through education, science and culture in order to further universal
respect for justice, for the rule of law and for the human rights and
fundamental freedoms ".

For unless the equality of all men is recognized (Article 1 of the
Universal Declaration) whatever their race, colour, sex or language
(Article 2), and unless discrimination of any kind is condemned (Article 7),
the proclamation of the right to education, to culture and to information
(Articles 26, 27 and 19) which fall within the competence of Unesco,
are only hollow words...

. . . " All Unesco's efforts—its normative action, its aid to develop-
ment, its encouragement to artistic creation—are directed towards the
civilization of the universal", Mr. Maheu declared in 1971. But it is
above all in the field of human rights that this universality acquires its
most vital and profound significance.
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