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JIRI TOMAN: " INDEX OF THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS FOR THE
PROTECTION OF WAR VICTIMS OF 12 AUGUST 1949 " x

The author, who is Director of Research in the Henry Dunant
Institute, Geneva, has achieved a considerable task by compiling
an Index, in English, which allows quick reference to the voluminous
texts of the four Geneva Conventions of 1949. It is easy to consult
owing to the precision and clear sequence of references, and a list
is appended showing the States that have ratified or acceded to the
Conventions.

This book was published in the Scientific Collection of the
Henry Dunant Institute. In a foreword, Mr. Pierre Boissier, Director
of the Institute, explains the reasons for the book and the ideas and
methods that governed its preparation. He writes: " The first
requirement is to be able to find more rapidly and more surely the
answer given by the Conventions to problems of all kinds which
arise for armies in the field as well as for a legal adviser. Marginal
notes beside each article are not always specific enough. Many of
them do not give the whole substance of the article. Others may
be misleading and make the user think that the Conventions are
mute on the point in question. Thus, the provisions concerning
the transfer of prisoners of war from one power to another are not
dealt with in the chapter entitled Transfer of Prisoners of War
after their Arrival in Camp, but under Responsibility for the Treat-
ment of Prisoners. "

As Mr. Boissier rightly points out, no diplomatic instrument
has ever been the subject of an Index comparable to that provided
by the Henry Dunant Institute regarding the Geneva Conventions.
This Index has been compiled by one of those best and most
thoroughly acquainted with the texts of the Conventions, for in
another recent book Mr. Jiri Toman compiled with Mr. Dietrich
Schindler a collection of documents on the laws of armed conflicts,
which the International Review commended as an important work.

J.-G. L.
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