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DIETRICH SCHINDLER AND JIRI TOMAN: " THE LAWS OF ARMED
CONFLICTS—A COLLECTION OF CONVENTIONS, RESOLUTIONS
AND OTHER DOCUMENTS " 1

Interest in the laws of war has been revived by the number of
tragic incidents taking place every year throughout the world and
just as the Diplomatic Conference on Humanitarian Law is getting
under way at Geneva.

The issue of the complete collection of texts relating to the
laws of armed conflicts published by the Henry Dunant Institute
comes at a suitable moment, at a time when this volume, edited
by Professor Dietrich Schindler and Mr. Jiri Toman, fills a gap
in the literature on this subject. The basic documents concerning
the laws of armed conflicts are not easily accessible to specialists,
and even less to students. The previous collection of these various
laws was published in 1943 by Marcel Deltenre under the title:
General Collection of the Laws and Customs of War on land, on sea,
under sea and in the air, according to the Treaties elaborated by the
International Conference since 1856.

Today, scholars would find it a difficult task in seeking and
gathering even the most recent instruments while, in the case of
the more ancient documents, still more laborious work is entailed.

The volume issued by Prof. Schindler and Mr. Toman will put
an end to such wearisome research. Conventions, drafts of conven-
tions, final acts of diplomatic conferences, resolutions adopted by
various intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations,

1 A. W. Sijthoff, Leyden, Henry Dunant Institute, Geneva, 1973, xxxvi
and 795 pages.
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texts issued by the Institute of International Law and the Asso-
ciation of International Law, and even the famous Lieber Instruc-
tions drafted by Francis Lieber in 1863, the first attempt to codify
the laws of war, all are assembled here in a single volume. This
book is unique in its kind, and gives a clear picture of the process
of codification of this branch of international Law.

Each of the texts is preceded by a short historical note and
by references to other collections of documents containing the
same text in the official languages of the United Nations. For
each convention, the date of entry into force is indicated and,
where applicable, tables are given showing the exact dates of
signature, of ratifications and of notifications of continuity. Texts
of reservations are reproduced " in extenso ". With regard to
resolutions, numbers of votes for and against are given. As the
book has been published in English, the editors have paid special
attention to the choice of the translation, giving preference to
the one which corresponds most closely to the official text.

Care has been bestowed on the graphic presentation of the text
with a view to ready reference also made easier by an index of
more than 50 pages.

The book gives an indication of the present state of the laws
of armed conflicts. It will therefore be much appreciated not only
by specialists working towards the strengthening and progress of
the codification of the law of war, but also by all persons, whether
civilian or military, whose business it is to be fully cognizant of
the texts by which mankind protects itself from its own folly.
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