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OUTLINE OF ICRC ACTIVITIES IN 1973

Concomitantly with its large-scale operations in 1973, the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross continued its less extensive actions
in Africa, Latin America, Asia, Europe and the Middle East. The few
figures below give a glimpse of the tasks performed in the traditional
ICRC functions of visiting places of detention, distributing relief
supplies, and seeking the missing and reuniting dispersed families
through its Central Tracing Agency.

Visiting prisoners of war, civilian internees and political detainees
is the ICRC's main activity. In 1973 its delegates paid 723 visits to
375 places of detention in thirty-seven countries. They saw nearly
270,000 persons deprived of freedom, including 120,000 prisoners of
war in nine countries.

The geographic distribution of these visits was: Africa (twelve
countries, 17,700 civilian detainees); Latin America (eight countries,
65,700 civilian detainees); Asia (ten countries, 169,300 prisoners of
war, civilian internees and detainees); Europe (one country, 1,200
civilian detainees); and Middle East (six countries, 13,500 prisoners
of war and civilian detainees).

Relief supplies despatched by the ICRC from Geneva amounted
to some 1,500 tons of various goods to a value of nearly four million
Swiss francs. These consignments comprised mainly foodstuffs,
medicaments, medical equipment, tents and vehicles for detainees,
National Red Cross Societies and liberation movements. Regional
distribution was as follows: Africa: 628 tons (Fr. 1.4 million) to
nineteen countries; Latin America: 100 tons (over Fr. 900,000) to
twelve countries; Asia: nearly 36 tons (Fr. 495,000) 1 to ten
countries; Middle East: 725 tons (over Fr. 1.1 million) 2 to seven
countries.

1 Exclusive of IOG assistance.
a Not including assistance during the October 1973 fighting.
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The work of the Central Tracing Agency showed a marked
increase in several parts of the world. The highest figures were from
Asia, where, in the Asian sub-continent, eleven million letters were
exchanged between Pakistani prisoners of war in India and their
families ; 700,000 family messages were forwarded between Bangla-
desh and Pakistan, and the Agency offices at Islamabad and Dacca
registered some 400,000 persons. In Indo-China, the offices opened
jointly with the National Societies of the Republic of Vietnam, the
Khmer Republic and Laos handled thousands of requests for
enquiries to trace missing persons. In the Middle East, Agency
officers were busy at the ICRC delegations in Israel, the occupied
territories, Jordan, the Lebanon, the Arab Republic of Egypt and
the Syrian Arab Republic; they had to have reinforcements after
the October conflict. The work consisted essentially in processing
requests for enquiries into the disappearance of military personnel
during or after the fighting. More than a thousand cases were
reported by the ICRC to all the governments concerned. In Latin
America, it was in Chile that, from September onwards, the Agency
was busiest. The two specialists from Geneva handled about fifty
requests for news of detainees and forwarded thousands of family
messages each month to the prisons. They also maintained a card-
index of detainees visited and of the " travel documents " issued to
refugees allowed to leave the country but having no identity papers.
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