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Egyptians and seventeen Israelis were repatriated on 12 February,
and those of twenty-seven Egyptians and eighteen Israelis on
19 February.

Occupied territories

The ICRC has continued to fulfil its duties to the Arab civilian
population in the territories occupied by Israel since 1967. The ICRC
has made several approaches to the Israeli authorities regarding the
territories occupied since the October 1973 conflict. So far, delegates
have been authorized to proceed to the newly occupied Egyptian
territory on the west bank of the Suez Canal. Visits were made in
January and February to Kabrit, Fanara, Faed and Abu Sultan,
where the delegates were able to talk with the inhabitants about
their various problems, without any witness.

On the other hand, ICRC delegates were not allowed to carry out
their activities in newly occupied Syrian territory, on the Golan
Heights.

IN GENEVA

Mauritanian President's visit

On the occasion of his visit to Switzerland, H.E. Mr. Moktar
Ould Daddah, President of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania,
called at the headquarters of the ICRC on 19 February 1974.

President Moktar Ould Daddah was accompanied by Madame
Ould Daddah, Honorary President of the Mauritanian Red Crescent,
Madame Abdul Aziz Sail, the Society's active President, and
several high government officials. He was received by Dr. Eric
Martin, President of the ICRC, Mr. Roger Gallopin, President of
the Executive Board, and members of the Directorate.
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Having signed the golden book, the Mauritanian Head of State
conferred with the ICRC officials about the institution's activities
throughout the world and more particularly on the African con-
tinent.

Accession to the Geneva Conventions

The International Committee of the Red Cross has been informed
by the Federal Political Department, Berne, that the Provisional
Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Vietnam,
in a letter dated 31 October 1973 and received on 3 December,
notified the Swiss Government of its accession to the four Geneva
Conventions of 12 August 1949, to which it made some reservations.

The Provisional Revolutionary Government declared that this
accession would enter into effect immediately.

Mark of appreciation

On 19 February 1974, at a ceremony that took place at the
headquarters of the International Committee of the Red Cross,
Dr. Eric Martin, President of the ICRC, presented the ICRC silver
medal to Mr. Leo Biaggi de Blasys, ICRC delegate in North Italy
for the past thirty years.

The award was made to Mr. Biaggi de Blasys as a mark of
appreciation for the constant voluntary and dedicated work he has
been performing over this long period in providing assistance to
numerous prisoners of war and refugees.
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