
IN THE RED CROSS WORLD

DISSEMINATION OF
THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS

AUSTRALIA

To mark International Book Year, in 1972, the Australian Red
Cross approached the authorities of the Commonwealth for financial
assistance towards placing in each secondary school library a copy
of three books on the work of the Red Cross and on international
humanitarian law. It should be mentioned, incidentally, that the
Commonwealth Government has pledged itself to give the widest
possible publicity to the Geneva Conventions.

The National Society has now received the funds it requested
and has ordered from the ICRC 2,300 copies of the following
publications: " The Principles of International Humanitarian Law ",
by J. Pictet; a handbook published by the ICRC for the purpose
of making the Conventions better known, and a booklet prepared
by the Henry Dunant Institute giving an outline summary of the
work of the Red Cross since its foundation.

AUSTRIA

The Junior Red Cross of Austria held a seminar on international
humanitarian law on 1 and 2 December 1972. The seminar was
conducted by Mr. Fritz Wendl, legal adviser of the Austrian Red
Cross, with the co-operation of Mr. F. de Mulinen, ICRC head of
division. The following subjects were dealt with in succession: inter-
national humanitarian law in general, history of the Geneva Con-
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ventions, organization of the Red Cross and, lastly, the 1949 Geneva
Conventions.

This was the initial stage in a campaign for the dissemination
of the Conventions among youth at school, in the context of
history teaching. The directorate of the Junior Red Cross assembled,
in Vienna, representatives of teachers of history from all Austrian
provinces. The statements were followed by a discussion, while the
last half-day was reserved for educational problems. Owing to the
volume of information gathered during the seminar, the authorities
responsible for education stressed the need to provide professors
and teachers of history with the text of a one-hour standard lesson
which could easily be given if the opportunity suddenly arose.

In the second stage, the teachers who attended the seminar
would in turn train their colleagues in the different provinces. Such
teaching, directed from the headquarters in Vienna, should offer
the advantage of ensuring uniform teaching throughout the
country. Again, to spread knowledge of the Geneva Conventions
when teaching history seems a happy concurrence, for legal prin-
ciples are easier to assimilate in the context of historic events.

FINLAND

We give below some information received from the Finnish Red
Cross on the dissemination in Finland of the Geneva Conventions and
the Red Cross principles.

The general public

Mostly, the general public has been informed by means of
interviews through various media by Finnish delegates working
for the International Red Cross in such countries as Bangladesh,
Yemen, Kenya, Nigeria, and the Republic of Vietnam.

In addition, the Finnish Red Cross Headquarters has continually
supplied the newspapers with special articles containing relevant
material. In 1972, the Finnish Red Cross through its local branches
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has distributed three articles to newspapers throughout the coun-
try: Guerrilla Warfare and the Civilian; The Red Cross and
Neutrality, and The Red Cross as an Aid Channel. On request,
Finnish Red Cross representatives have lectured on the subject
to the public at various occasions and meetings arranged by other
organizations and societies.

Educational institutions

In the syllabus for present-day primary schools, and the coming
comprehensive schools, the subject of " Civics " has been included;
two weekly lessons on this have been reserved. The subject includes
a number of different topics, one of which is concerned with orienta-
tion in international organizations such as the Red Cross. At the
moment, however, teachers are given quite a free hand in choosing
the organizations to be dealt with. The work and activities of the
Red Cross have been discussed either during the form-master's or
the form-mistress's lessons, or in the first and second grades in
connection with environmental teaching, in the fifth grade with
the teaching of religion, and in the ninth with sociology.

At the nurses' training school, two lessons in each course are
designed to provide an insight into the work of the Red Cross, its
principles, and the Geneva Conventions. The instruction is given
by officials from the Headquarters of the Finnish Red Cross, and
Red Cross district officers. Recently, the Finnish Red Cross has
donated the following publications to the law faculties of the
Universities of Helsinki, Turku and Tampere:

The Geneva Conventions, I-IV
The Principles of International Humanitarian Law
A Course of Five Lessons on the Geneva Conventions
The Red Cross Principles
The International Red Cross Handbook.

The Defence Forces

The General Headquarters has stated that the precepts of the
Geneva Conventions need development, particularly in view of the
shortage of instructive material.
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At present, one hour is devoted to the instruction of recruits in
regard to international humanitarian law: the subject also finds a
place in the training of reserve officers. Two hours are allotted for
instruction on the Geneva Conventions at the Officers' Training
College.

Finnish Red Cross training activity

The principles of the Red Cross and humanitarian law are dealt
with in the following Finnish Red Cross courses:

— " Key courses " for voluntary workers of local branches, 1-2
hours. (The courses arranged since 1962 number 200, with
about 3,200 participants).

— Courses for first aid group leaders, 1 hour. (The courses arranged
since 1968 number 10, with 300 participants).

— Courses for instructors of the Finnish Red Cross first aid and
home nursing preparatory courses, 1 hour. (Courses arranged
since 1956 number 104, with about 2,450 participants).

— Courses for the international personnel reserve of the Finnish
Red Cross, 3 hours. (Four courses arranged since 1970, with
about 150 participants).

In 1972, the first Red Cross "ideological seminar" was arranged
for FRC members.
For officials of local branches, a booklet is in preparation, called
" The Key to the Red Cross ", which contains fundamental in-
formation on Red Cross principles and the Geneva Conventions.
The intention is to distribute the booklet to all new members of
the committees of local branches.

Finnish Red Cross membership

In the main, organization members derive their information
from the FRC publication (circulation 120,000). During the years
1970-1972, the above points have been dealt with by 58 articles in
the publication. Moreover, in one form or another, they have been
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on the agenda of almost every conference and meeting arranged
for members of the organization.

Finnish Red Cross publications

The Geneva Conventions. The cardinal points and explanation.
Translation of the original work " Les Conventions de Geneve ",
edited by ICRC and LRCS. First published in 1961, new edition
1969. Distributed to the Defence Forces and at the courses arranged
by the Finnish Red Cross.

Rights and Duties of Nurses under the Geneva Conventions of
August 12, 1949. Finnish translation published in co-operation with
the Nurses Training Foundation, 1970. Distributed in connection
with nurses training and FRC international courses.

Films

Finnish Red Cross films, including many showing international
Red Cross activity, are available on loan, free of charge.

NEW ZEALAND

Two recent issues of " News ", the review published by the
New Zealand Red Cross, contain articles on the Geneva Conven-
tions. The first (1972, No. 6) gives an account of the ICRC's initia-
tive in producing the " Soldier's Manual " and some pages of it
in poster form. Three of them, one relating to the protection of
civilians in time of war, and the other two to prisoners of war, are
illustrated here as examples of the rights and obligations of civilians
and prisoners in time of armed conflict. The article concludes by
saying: " Therefore, as a National Society, it is not only the duty
of the New Zealand Red Cross Society, but also its responsibility,
to ensure that these vitally important Conventions—which form
the very backbone of Red Cross—are well known and understood
throughout New Zealand ".
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The second of these two issues (1972, No. 7) reproduces, on two
illustrated pages, an article by the Vice-President of the ICRC,
Mr. J. Pictet, in which he explains what considerable progress is
represented in the present stage of development of international
humanitarian law. He refers to the two sessions of the Conference
of Government Experts convened in Geneva by the ICRC. " News "
adds to the illustrations captions which convey the significance of
these meetings and the present-day necessity for wide propagation
of the Geneva Conventions.
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