
I N T E R N A T I O N A L R E D C R O S S

VHth INTER-AMERICAN CONFERENCE

OF THE RED CROSS

This Conference, which was admirably organized by the Ameri-
can Red Cross, took place at San Juan, Puerto Rico, from Novem-
ber 4 to 10, 1962. The previous Inter-American meeting was held in
Mexico in 1951.

About eighty delegates represented nineteen National Societies
of South and Central America, as well as of the United States and
Canada. Delegates of the British Red Cross (British "Honduras,
Jamaica and Trinidad) and a delegate of the French Red Cross
(Martinique) were also present at Puerto Rico. The absence of the
Cuban Red Cross was regretted by all. As for the news of the death
which occurred at Puerto Rico of Dr. W. Stuart Stanbury, whose
fine career in the service of the Red Cross in Canada we have
described elsewhere, this was received with dismay by all the
delegates.

The opening session of the Conference took place in the Tapia
theatre in San Juan, in the presence of Mr. Munoz Marin, Governor
of the Associated States of Puerto Rico and Mrs. Felisa Rincon de
Gautier, Mayoress of the town of San Juan, who greeted the
delegates with speeches of welcome at the opening. Other speakers
on this occasion included Miss Margaret Hickey, Vice-President of
the Board of Governors of the American Red Cross who presided
at the ceremony, Baron Marcel van Zeeland, representing the
League of Red Cross Societies, and Mr. Sergio Camero, President of
the Puerto Rico Branch of the American Red Cross. Mr. P. Jequier
brought cordial greetings from the ICRC, of which he was one of the
two representatives, and he expressed the institution's gratitude to
the National Societies of Latin America which give support to its
action, and to the governments of the American countries which in
their own countries understand the importance of the work of the
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Red Cross and are fully aware of the importance of the Geneva
Conventionsx.

From Monday, November 5 onwards, the Conference met in
plenary session and appointed as its President, Mr. Oscar Castro
Rivera, member of the Executive Committee of the Puerto Rico
Branch of the American Red Cross. The clarity with which he
expressed himself and his powers of persuasion were important
factors in ensuring the success of the Conference. Two Vice-Presid-
ents were appointed : Dr. Agustin Inostrosa, President of the
Chilean Red Cross and Dr. Rafael Cabrera, President of the Nicara-
guan Red Cross. Mrs. Flaminia Oberti de Schwarz, of the Red Cross
of Venezuela, was called upon to assume the functions of Secretary-
General to the Conference.

For three days, at numerous meetings of Committees, the work
was continued on the basis of documents prepared by the League
of Red Cross Societies and by the American Red Cross. The six
committees dealt with the following questions : Relief in cases of
disaster—Nurses—Junior Red Cross—Medico-Social activities—
Finance and Information—Voluntary workers, and they submitted
the results of their work during the course of the three plenary
sessions. On that occasion, Mr. H. Coursier presented, in the name
of the International Committee, a report describing the " Role of
the International Committee of the Red Cross and the National
Societies in the case of internal conflicts ".

This was followed with close attention by the delegates who
showed great interest in the International Committee's activity in
Latin America and in its efforts to ensure the dissemination and the
application of the Geneva Conventions. The report also drew
attention to the remarkable results achieved by certain National
Societies of the Latin American Continent in this particular field,
with the ICRC's support and thanks to their government's under-
standing.

We would mention a motion presented by the delegation of the
Brazilian Red Cross for the employment by civilian medical person-
nel of the emblem of the " Staff of Aesculapius ". This motion was
warmly welcomed by the Conference, and one of the representatives

1 Plate.
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of the ICRC interposed to express that institution's satisfaction
over the initiative already taken by that National Society in
protecting the red cross emblem in Brazil. He recalled that in
June 1961 the International Committee had proposed to the Red
Cross Societies, in agreement with the World Medical Association
and the International Committee of Military Medicine and Phar-
macy, the creation of a sign destined solely for civilian medical
personnel. He suggested to the National Societies of Central and
South America that they continue studying this important question.

At the last plenary session, two resolutions relative to the
ICRC were adopted unanimously. The first of these was presented
by the delegation of Chile, the second by that of Nicaragua, with
the object of assuring the International Committee of the support
and encouragement of the Red Cross Societies of the American
Continent at a moment when it might perhaps, in view of the Cuban
question, have been about to undertake tasks coming Outside the
sphere of its traditional activity. Our English translation of the
original Spanish texts is as follows :

The Vllth Inter-American Red Cross Conference expresses its
profound gratitude to the International Committee of the Red Cross,
both for the interesting report which it has presented to the Conference
and for the arduous task which it is undertaking in its capacity of
guardian of the principles and postulates of the Red Cross and of the
Geneva Conventions.1

The Vllth Inter-American Red Cross Conference
Considering that at this very moment the peace of the world is

threatened,
Considering that it is of paramount importance that the peace of

the world be maintained for the well-being of humanity,
Considering that the International Committee of the Red Cross,

in the cause of peace, has always responded favourably when its

1 La VIIa Conferencia interamericana de la Cruz Roja presenta al Comit6
internacional de la Cruz Roja su profundo reconocimiento, tanto por el
interesante informe presentado a esta como por la ardua labor que desarrolla
como guardian de los principios y postulados de la Cruz Roja y de los Conve-
nios de Ginebra.
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services have been requested and has accepted tasks different from
those which it carries out traditionally,

Has decided to congratulate the International Committee of the
Red Cross for the work which it has undertaken in favour of peace and
wishes it every success in the steps which it is taking.1

The success of the Vllth Inter-American Conference and the
fact that delegations were present in such large numbers at Puerto
Rico show how alive the Red Cross is throughout the American
continent in which there are still so many important tasks for it to
accomplish.

RED CROSS CENTENARY

MESSAGE FROM THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

At the beginning of this year, Dr M. G. Candau, Director-
General of the World Health Organization (WHO), addressed the
following message to the President of the International Committee
of the Red, Cross and to the Secretary-General of the League of
Red Cross Societies :

At the start of the centenary year of that historic event, the founda-
tion of the Red Cross, it is fitting that the World Health Organization
should pay homage to an institution whose role and achievements it is
well able to appreciate.

The last hundred years have amply demonstrated the sagacity of
the men who in creating the Red Cross sought to unify, foster and

1 La Delegaci6n de Nicaragua se toma la libertad de presentar ante la
consideraci6n de la VII.a Conferencia interamericana la siguiente resoluci6n :

« Considerando que en estos mismos momentos la paz del mundo esta
siendo amenezada, considerando que 6s de importancia primordial que la
paz del mundo sea conservada invariable por el bienestar de la humanidad,
considerando que el Comite internacional de la Cruz Roja se aleja de su
labor normal en busca de paz, ha decidido a ofrecer sus servicios, Decide
felicitar al Comite international de la Cruz Roja por la acci6n que ha iniciado
en favor de la paz y le desea el mayor exito en sus gestiones. »
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