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News Items

Sino-Indian conflict

The International Committee has offered its services to the
National Red Cross Societies of the Indian Union and of the
Chinese People's Republic. In a telegram sent simultaneously to
New Delhi and to Peking, it declared itself prepared to exercise
its humanitarian activity on behalf of the victims of the conflict,
and especially of prisoners.

The Indian Red Cross has in principle accepted the ICRC's offer.
Thus, after a stay of some weeks in Geneva where he reported

to the Committee on the activities in progress in various countries
of Asia, Mr. A. Durand is returning to the Far East, where he is
ICRC delegate general.

His first stop is New Delhi where he is to examine with
representatives of the Government and the Indian Red Cross,
various problems relative to the application of the Geneva Con-
ventions in the Sino-Indian conflict, particularly in the field of
assistance to prisoners.

On the other hand, the Indian Red Cross also informed the
Committee that it hopes to receive warm clothing for the wounded
and sick in the theatre of operations. The ICRC has decided to
make available the relief supplies requested as soon as possible.

Nepal
ife.

The delegation of the International Committee of the Red Cross
in Nepal has just taken delivery at Bhairawa on the Indian frontier,
of 35 tons of foodstuffs which the United States Government has
made available for its action on behalf of Tibetan refugees. It
immediately had this relief transported to Pokhara in central
Nepal, where it has warehouses at its disposal and where it shelters
400 refugees in a camp.

These supplies comprise powdered milk, flour, pulse and
edible fats. They constitute the first consignment of a gift of
300 tons from surplus American agricultural stocks. The despatch
of this relief to the places where the beneficiaries are located often
raises very serious problems. In view of the absence of roads,
transport will have to be carried out by air or by porters, both of
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which methods, in spite of their dissimilarity, are extremely
arduous. Relief supplies destined for the refugees nomadizing in
Upper Thakkola and whose living conditions are often most pre-
carious, will be carried on men's backs.

The ICRC delegation is reserving another part for the agricul-
tural colony of Dhor Patan, where there are at present nearly
550 refugees and to which other Tibetans appear to wish to proceed.
It has in fact been reported that tribes totalling nearly a thousand
persons will be moving towards Dhor Patan which, thanks to the
progress realized under the direction of the ICRC, has become a
sort of pole of attraction. It is essential, therefore, in order to
deal with the possibility of further arrivals, to increase food stocks
warehoused in this upper valley. The landing-strip prepared by
the refugees enables the delegation's Pilatus Porter aircraft to
operate under good conditions.

Laos

At Phong-Saly, a Laotian town situated less than 30 miles from
the Chinese frontier, the ICRC delegate, Mr. Jacques Ruff, has
just handed 700 kilos of medical supplies to the directors of the
local infirmary, installed in a converted barn.

This consignment of relief supplies to a region difficult to reach
is part of the action which the ICRC has been undertaking for some
years on behalf of refugees and disaster victims in Laos.

The work of the International Committee's delegate in Laos is
continuing in close co-operation with the State Insurance Depart-
ment of the Ministry of Health and the Laotian Red Cross.

On the other hand, Mr. J. Ruff is continuing distributions of
foodstuffs to the Laotian refugees in the Mekong valley. Near
Louang Prabang, groups of Kham and Meo refugees, who arrived
in the region less than 3 months ago and who have not previously
been supplied with relief, have now received wheat, powdered
milk, oil and clothing. Blood plasma and childrens foodstuffs have
been handed over to the hospital at Louang Prabang and the
Mahosot hospital at Vientiane. The delegate has also sent relief
supplies to the political detainees interned in the camp at Savannak-
het. Several representatives of the Ministry of Health and of the
Laotian Red Cross took part in these distributions.

Cambodia

The Cambodian Government has recently released a group of
thirty-two fishermen detained in the central prison of Pnom-Penh.
At the request of the Red Cross of the Republic of Viet Nam and
the Viet Nam Fishermen's Union, the International Committee
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of the Red Cross had previously written to the Cambodian Red
Cross to obtain news of the detainees. The authorities at Pnom-
Penh accused them of having fished in Cambodian territorial
waters.

Viet Nam

A delegation of the Red Cross of the Republic of Viet Nam,
headed by Dr. Truong Tan Trung, president of the Southern
Committee of the National Society, visited the political internees'
camp of Phu Loi, near Saigon on October 18. The representative
of the International Committee of the Red Cross in Viet Nam,
Mr. Werner Muller, accompanied the delegation.

The ICRC and the Kurdish Problem

The ICRC has received 13 new capture cards from the head-
quarters of the Kurdish rebel forces in Iraq. This communication
brings to 84 the number of Iraqi prisoners in Kurdish hands
registered at the ICRC. The Committee immediately forwarded
the names to the Iraqi Red Crescent to enable it to give usual
notification to the authorities and the families concerned.

Algeria

Special attention should be paid to recent activities of the
International Committee and its delegate in Algeria :

The steps taken by the ICRC delegate in Algiers, Mr. Vust, to
obtain permission to visit the former Harkis detained in various
camps in Algeria have not yet met with any success. On Novem-
ber 7, therefore, the ICRC wrote direct to the President of the
Algerian Council, Mr. Ben Bella, to confirm to him the Committee's
earnest desire to carry out its traditional humanitarian mission on
behalf of this category of persons.

Through the intermediary of the ICRC, the Swiss Confederation
has made a gift of a stock of 143 kilos of antibiotics to the Mustapha
Hospital in Algiers. These medical supplies were handed over to
the Algerian authorities during a brief ceremony attended by the
Swiss Ambassador, Mr. Studer, a Ministry of Health representative,
Mr. Bouderbah and the ICRC delegate, Mr. Vust.

The ICRC has shipped to Algeria a further donation of 15 tons
of powdered milk from the agricultural surplus made available to it
by the Swiss Confederation. These supplies have been divided
into two lots. The first will be distributed by the local authorities
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in the Tablat region, since the delegates have found that needs are
particularly pressing amongst the rural population. The second lot
will be taken over by the mobile medico-social teams of the French
Red Cross which, at the moment, are active principally in the
Kabylie and the Constantine regions.

Congo

The ICRC has instructed its delegation in the Congo to distribute
reading matter to a group of political detainees in Leopoldville
Prison, as a result of wishes expressed by the prisoners during visits
which the ICRC delegates were recently authorized to pay them.

Central Africa

The ICRC delegate for the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasa-
land, Mr. G. C. Senn, on a brief visit to Geneva, has reported to the
Committee on his recent talks in Salisbury with several leaders
and on his recent mission in Tanganyika and Burundi.

In the latter country, Mr. Senn visited a group of political
detainees at Usumbura prison. As usual he communicated his
observations to the authorities concerned and made various sugges-
tions intended to improve detention conditions.

During his stay in Usumbura, Mr. Senn had an audience of the
Mwami (King) of Burundi, Mwanbutsa, and was received by the
Minister of Justice.

Repatriation of Koreans in Japan

The Red Cross Societies of Japan and of the Democratic Repu-
blic of Korea, have agreed to continue for one year the agreement
regarding repatriation of Koreans established in Japan. This
agreement, signed in Calcutta in 1959, expired on November 12.
It has enabled nearly 78,000 Koreans who expressed the desire
to do so, to return to North Korea in vessels chartered by the latter
country. Because repatriation operations will be continuing, the
ICRC has agreed to the Japanese Red Cross Society's request to
maintain its special delegation in Japan for one more year. It
should be remembered that its mission is principally to ensure that
the decision of those who leave is a result of their own free will.

Dispatch of relief supplies in Greece

The ICRC has sent the Greek Red Cross 10 tons of powdered
milk and 3 tons of cheese to enable the Society to develop its assist-
ance to political detainees and their needy families.
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A second consignment of 10 tons of powdered milk from dairy
surplus placed at the ICRC's disposal by the Swiss Confederation
has been sent to the Greek Red Cross for needy families of political
detainees in Greece.

New mission to Berlin

Further to the efforts which the ICRC is making towards
contributing to a solution of humanitarian problems arising from
the separation of Berlin in two parts, Mr. H.G. Beckh, delegate
of the ICRC, paid a visit to that city in November. Once again,
the delegate noted the importance of establishing a system of
passes for family visits. He formulated wishes for arrangements
to be made between the two parties in this connection.

The Red Cross responds to an urgent appeal

During the night of October 22 to 23, 1962, an urgent appeal
reached the President of the International Committee of the Red
Cross, requesting him to send a new medicament as quickly as
possible to a sick person undergoing treatment in a clinic in Catania,
Sicily. The appeal was first put on the air by a Sicilian wireless-
amateur who had himself been alerted by the doctor in charge of the
case. This was in turn picked up by the Italian Broadcasting Ser-
vice which retransmitted it. The message was heard by the Swiss
Broadcasting Station of Monte-Ceneri, which immediately passed
it on to the Swiss Short-Wave Service in Berne, whence it was
directed to the ICRC in Geneva.

The appeal pointed out that the earliest possible arrival of the
new pharmaceutical product would be the only means of preventing
the imminent death of this sick person in Catania. That same night,
the International Committee made contact with the Royal Man-
chester Hospital, which at once communicated with the manu-
facturers of the required product. These informed the ICRC that
this new medicament was already in the possession of their repre-
sentative in Italy, with whom the International Committee then
made contact, informing him of the urgency of the appeal. He
immediately sent the medicament by air to Catania, where it
arrived within the required time. The invalid's condition rapidly
improved and the doctor in charge, who was himself formerly a
doctor in the Italian Red Cross, wrote several days later to the
International Committee, reassuring it and thanking it for its
speedy and energetic intervention.

This is not moreover the first time that the ICRC has received
appeals of this nature and to which it has responded. It is con-
sequently studying the possibility of creating a centre for urgent
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appeals, in co-operation with National Societies and other insti-
tutions concerned in the problem of urgent medical aid on the
international level.

Guests of the ICRC

From mid-October to November 15, the ICRC received several
visitors at its headquarters, among them : representatives of the
German Association of ex-prisoners of war, Mr. Kiessling, Secretary-
General of the Association, Dr. Gursky, Medical Adviser, and
Mr. Sonnenberg, Ministerial Adviser; Dr. A. M. de Aragao, Presi-
dent of the World Medical Association, accompanied by
Dr. J. Maystre, Representative in Geneva; Lieutenant-Colonel
Gunnar Ohman, Finnish Red Cross Adviser; Mrs. L. Gil Santana
de Paredes Urdaneta, former President of the Women's Committee
of the Venezuelan Red Cross, and Mr. Rafael Paredes Urdaneta,
former Ambassador ; Mrs. R. Kettaneh, President of the Lebanese
Junior Red Cross ; Mrs. Krista Djordjevic, member of the Executive
Committee of the Yougoslav Red Cross ; Mr. Alberto Llosa Gavera,
President of the Arequipa Committee of the Peruvian Red Cross ;
Baron Raymond de Boyer de Sainte-Suzanne, the new French
Consul-General in Geneva ; Mrs. Nakasila, nursing instructress of
the Congolese Red Cross, accompanied by Mrs. Stouffs ; Mr. Eliahu
Tavor, First Secretary of the Permanent Delegation of Israel in
Geneva; Mr. Lammar Prosser, a member of the Relief Bureau of
the American Red Cross; Mr. A. D. Forsyth Thompson, former
Regional Secretary of the South African Red Cross ; Mr. Claude
Naef, in charge of the Information Department of the League of
Red Cross Societies' Algiers Delegation.

During the same period, the ICRC also received several groups
of visitors, amongst them students of the Advanced School of
Nursing at Chailly s/Lausanne ; members of the " Friedrich-Ebert-
Stiftung " from Bonn ; members of the " 4th Japanese Goodwill
Mission " lead by Professor Takayasu Shigematsu; journalists,
tourists and students from various countries, in particular Colombia,
United States, Japan, Mexico and Turkey.
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