
M I S C E L L A N E O U S

REVIEWS AND THE RED CROSS CENTENARY

The World Veterans' Federation has devoted the June 1963
number of its monthly magazine World Veteran (Paris) to the cen-
tenary of the Red Cross. The editorial points out, inter alia, the
common bond between the Federation and the Red Cross, with
the reminder that " the men for whom the Red Cross was brought
into existence, a hundred years ago, were the wounded soldiers on
the battlefield—victims of war. Veterans and war victims have
therefore a good reason to participate in the centenary celebrat-
ions and to express their gratitude and their admiration for the
work and efforts of this organization ".

The same article also mentions the spheres of activity which
are common to the W.V.F. and the Red Cross, such as " care for
the wounded, the rehabilitation of the disabled, the protection of
war prisoners, the respect for human rights in general, and as an
underlying concept, the preservation of peace ".

The pages entitled " The Red Cross all over the World " and
" The Red Cross and Rehabilitation " show examples of the wide
scope of activities carried out in time of war and peace by the
national societies. The final article, by the World Veteran Stamp
Club, brings out a very close parallel between the postal services
and the activities of the Red Cross, as well as co-operation between
the two.

Ever since its origin, the Red Cross has worked in very close
collaboration with the postal services in some countries. The first
postage stamps bearing its emblem were issued by the Red Cross
in 1870-71 during the Franco-Prussian War for franking its cor-
respondence in the Swiss towns of Basle, Geneva, Lausanne and
Vevey ; this was the first time in postal history that such a conces-
sion was granted. The founder of the Red Cross and promoter of
the Geneva Conventions, Henry Dunant, depended largely on letter-
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writing to interest and keep in touch with his associates. In 1871,
during the siege of Paris, the postal authorities included many of
his letters to Geneva and the rest of Europe in the mail despatched
from the beleaguered city by balloon.

This co-operation has ever since been developed in war as in
peace and is now almost universal. To it is due the arrival at the
International Committee of the Red Cross and at its Central Pri-
soners of War Agency each month during two world wars of millions
of letters covered with postmarks and censorship stamps from all
countries, to it is due the delivery of tens of millions of postcards
which, in face of enormous difficulties, brought news to those
separated by pitiless events: to fathers and sons taken prisoner,
to mothers, to invalids, to refugees... to all the countless beings
who implored for—and received through the post—some word of
their loved ones . . .

More than 140 states and territories in all five continents have
paid homage to the Red Cross by the issue since 1889 of no less
than 1,650 stamps. These states, large or small, in each of the
hemispheres, of widely differing races, beliefs and customs, have all
sought to help the Red Cross and to make it better known: some
have made large issues of commemorative stamps, others have
made an annual issue—some have made the stamps obligatory for
postage, others have granted small or large surcharges—but all
have one thing in common from Irak to Chile, from Iceland to
Australia and from Canada to India, all bear the sign of the Red
Cross, the Red Crescent, or the Red Lion and Sun.

The Finnish review Viikko Sanomat in a recent issue (Helsinki,
May 1963) devoted numerous illustrated pages to the Red Cross
Centenary, under the heading " In the Service of Humanity ".

This review, with a circulation of 250,000, shows the picture
depicting the signing of the first Geneva Convention in the
" Alabama Room " of Geneva town hall in 1864. There is also a
colour reproduction of Bossoli's painting " The Battle of Solferino ".
A diagram explains the organization of the Red Cross and an
illustrated article deals with the activities of the ICRC and of the
Central Prisoners of War Agency on behalf of war victims. Several
pages are devoted to the League's work in disasters and in youth
education, whilst the concluding article explains how the Geneva
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Conventions were established and developed during the course of a
century.

Mention should be made of the fact that the review Epoca
(Munich, No. 5) has devoted several pages in one of its recent issues
to the Red Cross Centenary. These are illustrated and give a brief
historical description of the ICRC's tasks, as well as of various
actions undertaken by the League.

Finally in its June 1963 number the UNESCO Courier produced
an illustrated article on the Red Cross by Mr. Hubert d'Havrincourt.
He describes Dunant's experiences on the battlefield of Solferino
and gives a brief account of his life. The period a hundred years
ago, when the Committee of Five was laying the foundations of
what was to become the International Committee of the Red Cross,
is also recalled. He also mentions the principal landmarks in its
history and the continuous growth of the Red Cross movement
from its origins until today. The author concludes as follows :

" Born on the field of battle, the Red Cross however remains a
force for peace, which must in all circumstances be capable of
alleviating men's sufferings whilst at the same time safeguarding
human values. It is not an institution but a movement which must
always adapt itself, whilst knowing how to keep itself available."
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