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A MISSION OF THE ICRC IN LATIN AMERICA

A delegate of the International Committee of the Red Cross,
Mr. Pierre Jequier, accomplished a mission between May and
July 1963 on the South American continent. He visited six count-
ries where he made many useful contacts and intervened on behalf
of the victims of internal disturbances. These countries were
Argentine, Uruguay, Paraguay, Bolivia, Peru and Venezuela.

Mr. Jequier was received most warmly wherever he went and
observed that the National Red Cross Societies which he visited
carry out their activities of assistance, thanks to the generous co-
operation of large numbers of people entirely devoted to the
common humanitarian ideal. Well prepared to give emergency aid
in cases of natural disaster, these Societies as a whole work with a
spirit which conforms to the principles of the Red Cross.

The ICRC delegate examined with their leaders ways of extend-
ing certain activities to new sectors. He insisted on the necessity
of diffusing the knowledge of the Geneva Conventions and of being
prepared to apply them in the case of internal disturbances. In
this connection, he also made contact with official circles, in
particular in Argentine, Paraguay, Peru and Venezuela.

We think it will be of interest briefly to recall the main stages
of that mission which enabled the ICRC to make useful contacts
with certain countries, where none of its representatives had had
the opportunity of going for some considerable time.

The delegate of the ICRC was able to have audience with two
heads of State : Mr. Paz Estensoro, President of Bolivia, and
General Nicolas Lindley, President of Peru. In each country he
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Mr. Jequier (on his right,
Dr. F.J. Martone, President)
explaining the present
tasks of the ICRC to the
Central Committee of the
Argentine Red Cross
in Buenos Aires...

and similarly to the Central Committee of the Venezuelan Red Cross at Caracas.



PERU
The delegate of the ICRC at a meeting of the Women's Committee

of the Red Cross at Lima...

BOLIVIA

and at a meeting of the Central Committee of the National Red Cross
at La Paz.
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visited be had long talks with members of the government, notably
with various ministers of Foreign Affairs.

Argentine. — The National Red Cross is more and more taking
its appropriate place today among the various Institutions of its
country. Its present Central Committee, whose President is
Dr. Francisco J. Martone, is extremely active and seeks by divers
ways to make the idea of the Red Cross and the concrete realisations
which it represents penetrate the population on a wide scale 1.

The School of Nurses and the training courses for voluntary
medical personnel occupy an important place in the Society's
activities. Groups of student nurses receive practical training in
various hospital establishments. Courses in theoretical instruction
are given in rooms set aside for the purpose in the central building
of the Argentine Red Cross. The construction of a new building
capable of housing under the same roof both the various Red
Cross services and a school of nurses with better installations, is
considered by that Society to be one of its most important future
projects.

The twenty-three departments of the Argentine, in addition to
the Federal capital, each have a Red Cross Section. By way of
example, we mention the activities being carried out in the province
of Chaco—capital, Resistencia—in the extreme north of the
country and of which Mr. Jequier was able personally to appreciate
the efficiency and diversity. Of recent formation this section con-
cerns itself with the health of the population, with hygiene and
home care. It has set up dressmaking groups, founded a school and
organised courses for the care of the sick. Female staff and doctors
of the hospital of which the committee is composed give their
services on a voluntary basis. This example is a sure illustration
of how much a Red Cross Society can accomplish, in spite some-
times of limited resources, when it has people with initiative at its
head.

In Buenos Aires the ICRC delegate was received by the Minister
of the Interior, General Osiris Villegas, and he obtained authoriza-
tion to visit civilians and military incarcerated as a result of the

1 Plate.
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events of the past few months. He was thus able to visit civilian
detainees in three prisons in Buenos Aires. Shortly afterwards he
went to the military penitentiary of Magdalena, some 70 miles
south of the capital.

During these four visits the delegate was accompanied by
Dr. Francisco J. Martone, President of the Argentine Red Cross.
He spoke freely and without witnesses with detainees of his own
choosing and, as is usual, he submitted reports on his visits to the
detaining authorities.

Uruguay. — One of the main preoccupations of the Uruguayan
Red Cross is the training of voluntary medical personnel. Evening
courses take place several times a week and a first aid certificate
is awarded to all those attending courses for two years and who
successfully pass the final examination. Many of them subse-
quently complete their training in official hospital establishments
and become registered male nurses or nurses.

The Junior Red Cross has made encouraging progress and the
delegate of the ICRC had the pleasure of taking part in a journey
organised for him as far as Ribera, a town on the Brazilian frontier,
where a large meeting of school children was being held in celebra-
tion of the Centenary of the Red Cross. Groups of children danced,
sang, recited and gave a performance of Henry Dunant's work
of mercy. Mr. Jequier warmly thanked those responsible and the
children for the performance presented with such enthusiasm and
which showed how alive the Red Cross idea is amongst the young
in Latin America.

Several months previously, a Centenary commission had been
formed at the headquarters of that Red Cross Society in Monte-
video. Its work culminated in a ceremony on May 8 at which
large numbers of people were present at the Ministry of Health,
in the presence of the Head of the Government, who addressed the
assembly, praised the role of the Red Cross and thanked those
taking an interest in its activities. Dr. Maisonnave, President of
the Uruguayan Red Cross and several members of the Central
Committee also spoke on that occasion.

Whilst in Montevideo, the ICRC delegate had the honour of
being received by the Ministers of National Defence, Health and
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Foreign Affairs. Following on this visit, it is to be hoped that the
Uruguayan Parliament will soon ratify the Geneva Conventions.

Paraguay. — The foundation of the Paraguayan Red Cross was
the work of Dr. Andres Barbero who devoted all his energies to it
and endowed it with most of his wealth. On his death, the two
buildings of the Red Cross and all their contents in Asuncion
became by donation the property of that institution.

There is a maternity ward in one of the buildings where several
doctors care for lying-in cases and the new-born. In the second
building the Paraguayan Red Cross has set up an out-patients
department where the poor receive free medical and dental treat-
ment. They are also given medicines. A part of the population of
the capital can thus benefit from the National Society's assistance.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs having accorded him an aud-
ience, the ICRC delegate made reference to article 3 of the Geneva
Conventions, which provides for the intervention of the Inter-
national Committee on behalf of the victims of internal dis-
turbances.

Bolivia x. — When going to La Paz, one flies over thousands of
miles of savage and inhospitable mountains and uninhabited land
and the traveller is able to have a foretaste of the isolation in
which that country lives. A courageous people lives there, however,
which does not allow itself to be daunted by geographical or
economic conditions which are far from being favourable. The
delegate of the ICRC was therefore pleased to observe that the
Bolivian Red Cross is doing its best to help the native population.
The nine Bolivian departments possess a Red Cross branch in each
of the principal towns which is active in matters of social welfare
and in caring for mothers and children. Since 1954 on the initiative
of the President of the Republic, Mr. Victor Paz Estensoro, the
National Society has opened a reception centre and dining-hall
where children are welcomed every day. Mothers who work outside
their homes leave their children there in the morning and fetch
them again in the evening. They thus know that during the day

1 Plate.
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their children can receive the necessary medical care, that they
are fed, their games are organised and that they are given their
lessons.

In one of the populated districts of the capital, the Bolivian
Red Cross has had a two-storey building constructed, large enough
to enable medical consultations to be given to women and children.
Arrangements are being made to set up, in the same building, a
second reception centre and dining-hall for children. Free con-
sultations in general medicine are also given at the headquarters
of the Bolivian Red Cross and medicines, linen and clothing are
given to the needy requiring care.

A visit he made to Mr. Jose Fellmann Velarde, Minister of
Foreign Affairs, enabled the ICRC delegate to draw his attention
to the fact that Bolivia has not yet ratified the Geneva Conventions
of 1949. Finally, the President of the Republic, Mr. Victor Paz
Estensoro, granted Mr. Jequier an audience during the course of
which he expressed his satisfaction over the interest being shown
by the International Committee in the main activities of the
Bolivian Red Cross.

Peru x. — That country's National Society, founded in 1879 and
recognised by the ICRC in 1880, is the first Red Cross to have
been created in Latin America. Its Junior Red Cross Section is one
of the most important on the continent, thanks in particular to
the energy of its director, Mr. Antonio Ayllon Pastor, who, for the
past 30 years, has been making every effort to interest the teaching
profession in the work of the Red Cross and to have sections set
up in schools. The ICRC delegate described to several leading
personalities of that Society the various problems at present facing
our movement on the international level.

The Women's Committee of the Peruvian Red Cross had been
entrusted with preparing a constant reserve of linen, clothing of
all sorts and sizes, as well as blankets. The voluntary auxiliary
services are also well organised. These two services of the Red
Cross are ready to take effective action in cases of emergency relief,
which are unfortunately frequent, because of the many natural
disasters of which the country is a victim.

1 Plate.
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Mr. Jequier met the Society's central committee on a number
of occasions. Whilst informing himself of the many useful actions
being undertaken by it in various spheres, he also described to the
Committee's members the ICRC's relief tasks and its efforts to
protect and illustrate the doctrine of the Red Cross and to dis-
seminate the Geneva Conventions. Afterwards he was received in
audience by the President of the Military Junta, General Nicolas
Lindley, and by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Vice-Admiral
Luis Edgardo Llosa, to whom he gave an account of the ICRC's
present tasks and spoke of all the interest taken by the Geneva
institution in the development of humanitarian work in Latin
America, and especially in Peru where the Red Cross idea has been
implanted for so long.

Mr. Jequier also broached the subject with Government officials
of persons arrested in connection with political events. The Govern-
ment gave a good reception to his approaches and showed itself
disposed in principle to grant to the delegate of the ICRC author-
ization to visit places of detention.

Mr. P. Jequier did not, however, have to avail himself of that
agreement, since he was able to note that the question was no
longer applicable. In fact, persons who had been detained in Peru
for political motives now seem, for the most part, to have been
released.

Venezuela. — Having left La Paz at the beginning of July,
Mr. Jequier arrived in Caracas shortly after the meeting of the
General Assembly of the Venezuelan Red Cross, during which
elections took place of members of the present Central Committee.
Sefiora Maria Eugenia de Alvarez was duly confirmed in her
appointment as President of the Society. In the company of
several members of the new Committee, the ICRC delegate was
able to visit various branches of the National Society in the
interior. On the other hand, at a meeting of its directors he de-
scribed the present activities of the International Committee from
whom he brought greetings1.

Mr. Jequier had already visited Venezuela some time ago and
the International Review has already referred, when describing his

1 Plate.
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mission, to the quality of the tasks accomplished in that country
under the sign of the Red Cross. We will only therefore mention
a few of these here. The Society is responsible for the Carlos J.
Bello Hospital in Caracas and all its equipment and at which
there is also a nursing school of considerable importance at present
with 130 students.

The delegate of the ICRC also had an opportunity of visiting,
amongst others, the «Concepcion Palacios», reception centre
where more than 600 children have been clothed and fed during
these last two years. Courses in hygiene and in training auxiliary
medical personnel continue to be given with success on several
evenings a week by Red Cross first aid workers. Furthermore,
Mr. Jequier was pleased to note that the Women's Committee and
the juniors of the junior Red Cross give their effective co-operation
in humanitarian activities in Venezuela.

He was received by the Minister of the Interior, and the
authorities, had the situation justified this, were prepared, as in
Peru, to permit him to visit persons arrested for political reasons.

One can see from this brief article how usefully the National
Societies are working in Latin America. This work has, however,
in view of the often difficult social and political circumstances, to
be expanded still further. The ICRC, however, was pleased to
bring them, through its delegate for Latin America, Mr. P. Jequier,
its fraternal greetings and the good wishes of the founder body of
the Red Cross.
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