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News Items

Angola
The General Delegate of the International Committee of the

Red Cross for Sub-Equatorial Africa, Mr. Georges Hoffmann,
went to Luanda, the capital of Angola, where he was given a
cordial welcome. He was accompanied by Colonel J. V. M. Cabral,
Secretary-General of the Portuguese Red Cross, which greatly
facilitated both his journey and his contacts. The ICRC delegate
discussed various humanitarian problems of common interest with
Colonel Cabral and with the authorities. He went to five delegations
of the Portuguese Red Cross in Angola, where he visited hospitals,
creches and homes.

Thus, Mr. Hoffmann was able himself to judge the activity
carried out by the Portuguese Red Cross in Angola. After visiting
Luanda, he left for Lobito and Benguela.

Yemen

The International Committee is again represented in both of
the camps which are carrying on the struggle in the Yemen. The
ICRC's humanitarian action will henceforth benefit on the spot
from the support of the United Nations Organization, which has
confirmed its intention of facilitating the task of the Geneva
delegates.

Mr. Joseph Gasser, delegate, arrived at Sanaa, the capital of
the Yemen Arab Republic, where in continuation of the work
begun by his predecessor, Dr. Jlirg Baer, he sees to the distribution
of medical supplies sent by various National Societies of the Red
Cross and of the Red Crescent. Moreover, he is endeavouring to
extend the ICRC's assistance to prisoners captured by the Repub-
lican forces and in general to act in close co-operation with the
Yemeni Red Crescent, which has recently been established.

On the Royalist side, the new ICRC delegate, Dr. Candido
Marcoli, arrived in Jeddah, in Saudi Arabia, where he contacted
the representatives of the Imam El Badr. The latter, at the head
of his forces, is continuing the struggle in the mountains of the
Yemen. Working along the lines laid down by his predecessor,
Dr. Bruno Beretta, he is endeavouring to organize effective medical
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assistance to civilian and military victims of the operations. He is
also intervening on behalf of prisoners taken in battle by the
Royalist forces.

On the other hand, at the beginning of July, two representatives
of the International Red Cross, on their way to Jedda, stopped at
Cairo, to discuss with the authorities of the United Arab Republic
certain questions relating to the Yemen. During their stay they
were authorized to visit members of the family of the Imam
El Badr who were under assigned residence in Cairo. An ICRC
delegate had already visited them in April of this year.

Also during July, the International Committee delegate to the
Yemen Republic was likewise authorized to visit a certain number
of persons who were detained in the Sanaa Prison as a result of
events.

At the beginning of August, the ICRC strengthened its delegat-
ion in Saudi Arabia and in the Royalist Territory of the Yemen
by sending one of its staff from Geneva, Mr. Michel Martin. It also
sent Dr. Jean-Maurice Rubli, Doctor Delegate, with the particular
task of assessing the needs for and the possibilities of supplying
medical aid on the borders of the Royalist Territory of the Yemen.

Dr. Rubli took with him medical supplies and equipment to a
value of several thousands of francs which will be used to bring
relief to the wounded and sick of the Yemeni Royalists.

Laos
The President of the Laotian Red Cross, Dr. Oudom Souvanna-

vong, has sent an urgent appeal to the International Committee
in Geneva, with a view to obtaining different sorts of relief supplies
of a medical character. He stated the following in particular :
" The various hospital establishments at Vientiane, Luang-Prabang,
Pakse, Thakhek, etc., are continually receiving large numbers of
civilian and military wounded for whom blood transfusions are very
often found to be necessary. I would therefore ask you whether
certain National Societies might be in a position, as was done by
the Netherlands Red Cross Society in 1960, to despatch blood
plasma to us ".

The ICRC immediately appealed to some National Societies in
order to obtain the requisite relief supplies. At the same time it
despatched a first consignment by air, followed by a second cargo
by sea.

A Gift from the ICRC

Under the Statutes of the International Red Cross, the task
of organizing assistance in the event of natural disaster falls to
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the League of Red Cross Societies. It is therefore the latter which
intervened on behalf of the victims of the earthquake at Skoplje
and, in close co-operation with the Yugoslav Red Cross, has co-
ordinated the help coming from the various National Societies, of
which it is the Federation. However, in the face of the vastness of
the disaster, the International Committee, which as a general
rule acts only in the case of conflicts or disturbances, was never-
theless anxious to express in a material fashion its solidarity with
the Yugoslav Red Cross and with this in view has remitted to it
the sum of one million dinars.

Repatriation of Koreans in Japan

The 108th sailing of Koreans, wishing to leave Japan to return
to the place of their choice in the country of origin, left the port of
Niigata on July 5, in accordance with its usual procedure. On
board were 296 persons who disembarked at the North Korean
port of Chang-Jin.

The number of persons repatriated since 1959 under the auspices
of the Japanese Red Cross and the supervision of the ICRC has
now reached a total of 79,890.

Distribution of Relief Supplies to Detainees in Greece
Entrusted by the ICRC with a mission in favour of certain

detainees in Greece, Mr. Germain Colladon, delegate, acting in co-
operation with the Hellenic Red Cross, continued his visits to
prisons. There he distributed relief emanating from various quarters
consisting of clothing, food and medicines. He ensured that the
prisoners' families also benefited from this relief.

At the ICRC Headquarters

For the year of the Centenary Commemoration, a special team
has been set up to deal with the visitors to the ICRC headquarters
in Geneva.

In July, 580 people, individually or in groups, came to visit
the ICRC. Since the beginning of August the average number of
visitors each day is 50. Many more visitors have announced their
arrival between now and the end of October, particularly the
Japanese Red Cross, which will send a delegation of 120 members
to Geneva.
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